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PREFACE 


subject  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  is 
^ one  upon  which  many  books  have  already  been 
written,  but,  generally  speaking,  they  contain  a 
considerable  amount  of  matter  which  is  more  or 
less  theoretical,  and  much  infoi'ination,  of  methods 
good  and  bad,  from  which  the  reader  is  left  to  draw  his 
own  conclusions. 

The  present  work  is  intended  to  be  more  in  the 
nature  of  a practical  handbook,  giving  definite  advice, 
as  far  as  jiossible,  to  those  who  have  actually  to  carry 
out  work,  omitting  descriptions  of  unsatisfactory 
methods,  and  leaving  thg  theoretical  side  of  the  (piestion 
alone. 

The  work  is  divided  into  numbered  paragraphs,  each 
of  which  is  indexed  ali)habetically  to  enable  the  reader 
to  refer  readily  to  any  matter  dealt  with  in  the  book. 
The  author  has  also  endea\oured  to  deal  with  as  many 
points  as  |)ossible  in  as  small  a space  as  is  consistent 
with  clearness.  Thus  the  ordinary  minimum  gradients 
for  sewers  of  eirculai’  or  elliptical  section  are  given,  but 
elaborate  tables  and  methods  of  calculation  are  omitted 
for  the  simple  reason  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  all 
that  the  engineer  wants  to  know  is  the  flattest  gradient 
he  can  use  and  the  velocity  of  the  flow.  For  fuller 
information  many  admirable  text-books  exist  to  which 
l•eference  should  be  made. 
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PRACTICAL  SEWERAGE 

AND 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


OHAPTER  I. 

Preliminary  Remarks. — Notes  on  the  Design  of  Sewerage 
Systems. — Pliysical  and  (Jeologica.l  Cliaraoter  of  the 
Ground. — Rainfall  Drainage. — Foul  Sewage  Drainage. 

(1)  Mr.  John  C.  Trautwine,  in  the  preface  to  the  first 
edition  of  his  world-famous  “ Civil  Engineers’  Pocket- 
Book,”  alluded  to  certain  eminent  men,  authors  of 
standard  works  on  engineering  subjects,  in  the  following 
scathing  terms.  He  said  : “ although  their  books  are 
1 lie  productions  of  master  minds  and  exhibit  a profundity 
of  knowledge  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  men.  yet  their 
language  is  also  so  profound  that  very  few  engineers  can 
read  them.  The  writer  liimself,  having  long  since  for- 
gotten the  little  higher  mathematics  be  once  knew, 
cannot.  To  him  they  are  but  little  more  than  striking 
instances  of  how  completely  the  most  simple  facts  may 
he  buried  out  of  sight  under  heaps  of  mathematical 
rubbish.” 

It  is  the  present  author’s  object,  above  all  things,  to 
avoid  coming  under  such  a condemnation,  and  in  writing 
;i  series  of  articles  on  sewerage  arui  sewage  disposal  to  do 
so  in  a simple  and  sti’aightforward  manner,  avoiding  as 
far  as  pi/ssible  all  diflicult  technicalities  and  obscure 
scientific  expressions,  and  carefully  explaining  the  mean- 
ing of  all  such  words  and  expressions  where,  their  use 
cannot  be  avoided. 

•\  man  may  be  a very  good  sanitary  engineer  without 
kiinwledae  of  higher  mathematics,  chemistry,  or  bacterio- 
logv,  cacli  of  which  subjects  can  only  be  ]>roperly  dealt 
with  respectively  by  our  friends  fhe  mathematician,  the 
chemist,  and  the  bacteriologist,  who  give  flio  results  of 
tlmir  labours  to  the  enoineer,  but  who,  with  all  ri'spcct, 
must  not  jioach  on  the  engimcr’s  preserves  any  more  than 
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he  may  poadi  on  theirs.  To  quote  again  from  Mir. 
'rrautwine,  “ Let  them  work  out  the  results  and  give  them 
to  the  engineer  in  intelligible  language.  We  could  afford 
to  take  their  words  for  it,  because  such  things  are  their 
speciality  ; and  because  we  know  that  they  are  best  quali- 
fied to  investigate  them.  On  the  same  principle  we 
entrust  our  lives  to  our  physician,  or  to  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  at  sea.  Medicine  and  seamanship  are  their 
respective  s[>ecialities.” 

The  author,  as  an  engineer,  therefore  proposes  to  speak 
in  detail  of  the  practical  design  and  construction  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works,  taking  the  conclu- 
sions of  mathematicians  and  scientists  as  a basis,  but 
without  attempting  to  take  up  the  position  of  either. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  proposed  to  give  any  description 
of  historical  matters,  or  to  deal  with  obsolete  methods, 
or  to  describe  discredited  systems,  or  to  treat  of  any- 
thing beyond  what  will  be  of  immediate  practical 
use  to  'those  interested  in  the  design  and  construc- 
tion of  new  work  or  the  setting  right  of  old  and 
defective  work.  It  will  be  the  endeavour  of  the 
author  to  do  tliis  in  a form  that  will  be  equally  useful 
and  comprehensible  not  only  to  engineers  and  suiveyors. 
but  also  to  students  of  sanitary  engineering  and  to  thosc- 
responsible  for  the  welfare  of  municipalities  as  members 
of  governing  bodies,  by  enabling  them  to  judge  of  the 
possibilities  for  the  sewerage  of  new  places,  or  to  detect 
serious  defects  and  see  the  possibilities  for  improvement 
in  existing  systems.  It  is  also  hoped  to  provide  such 
authorities  with  some  data  wdiich  may  be  the  means  of 
enaibling  them  to  see  that  the  money  spent  for  works  of 
sewerage  is  not  wasted  on  imperfect  work,  which  may 
fail  in  the  future,  or  become  an  absolute  danger  to 
health  and  prove  to  be  an  utter  waste  of  money. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  vital  subjects,  need- 
ing expert  knowledge  and  careful  separate  attention  and 
treatment  for  each  case ; nevertheless,  certain  points  are 
so  obvious  that  any  man  of  common  sense  can  grasp  them 
and  their  importance,  and,  having  done  so,  will  not 
readily  allow  money  to  be  spent  upon  work  unless  such 
points  receive  proper  attention.  It  is  for  lack  of  attention 
to  the  principles  of  common  sense,  and  not  to  any 
abstruse  m'atJters,  that  many  failures  are  due.  Thus, 
whilst  the  following  articles  are  intended  to  form  a prac- 
tical handbook  for  engineers  and  sun’eyors,  and  a text- 
book for  students,  it  is  also  hoped  that  they  will  be  of 
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a nature  to  be  comprehensible  and  useful  to  any  public- 
spirited  person  who  may  have  the  welfare  of  his  district 
at  heart. 

(2)  In  preparing  a sewerage  scheme  before  decidijig 
upon  any  system  to  be  adopted,  the  first  consideration 
must  be  the  physical  and  geological  conformation  of  the 
ground  in  the  district  to  be  drained.  It  must  be  borne 
m mind,  first,  that  the  whole  of  the  rainfall  over  the 
district  has  to  be  accounted  for  in  one  way  or  another, 
either  by  evaporation  or  by  soakage  into  the  ground  to 
an  extent  which  will  not  leave  the  ground  water -lagged, 
or  by  running  it  off  in  water  courses.  This  rain  water 
must  be  diverted  into  natural  channels  which  will  carry 
it  to  streams,  rivers,  the  sea,  etc.,  or  it  can  be  carried  to 
new  sewers  laid  for  that  purpose.  The  excessive  moisture 
in  the  ground  itself  can  be  carried  away  by  subsoil 
drains. 

To  a great  extent  the  physical  and  geological  con- 
formation of  the  ground  determine  what  work  is  neces- 
sary. For  instance,  a district  with  a pervious  stratum  on 
the  surface  might  appear  to  need  very  little  drainage  at 
all,  as  far  as  subsoil  water  was  concerned.  It  would  seean 
that  surface  water  soaking  into  it  would  rapidly  descend 
to  a depth  where  it  would  be  haimiless.  If,  however,  it 
were  found  that  the  pervious  stratum  was  only  a few  feet 
thick,  and  that  it  rested  on  an  impervious  stratum,  and 
that  whatever  water  fell  was  retained,  the  case  woiild  be 
very  different,  and  a large  system  of  subsoil  drains  might 
be  needed  to  keep  the  district  from  being  unhealthily 
damp.  Again,  if  a stream  ran  through  the  district  it 
might  drain  it  very  effectually  or  enable  the  engineer  to 
drain  off  the  subsoil  water  with  very  little  trouble  or 
expense.  A clay  country,  with  an  impervious  surface, 
would,  if  it  were  flat,  hold  an  immense  quantity  of  water 
on  its  surface,  which  would  have  to  be  carried  to  drains 
of  some  sort.  If  the  country  were  not  flat,  however, 
there  would  be  natural  water  courses,  and  the  surfa<e 
drainage  might  very  likely  consist  for  the  greater  part  of 
small  drains  to  these  courses,  and  sub.soil  rlrain  age  might 
be  altogether  unnecessary  and  impracticable. 

The  geological  charactt-r  of  the  ground  at  the  outfall 
may  often  be  of  the  greatest  im/portance.  If,  for  instance, 
the  choice  lies  between  a clay  surface  or  sandy  ground,  it 
may  be  best  to  choose  the  sandy  site,  for  the  reason  that 
the  effluent  could  be  treated  much  better  on  sand  than  on 
clay.  Or,  by  choosing  a site  where  an  abundance 
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dean  gravel  exists,  the  cost  of  concrete  walls  and  founda- 
tions may  he  materially  reduced  ; or  the  gravel  itself  may 
form  a natural  filter. 

(3)  In  preparing  a new  sewerage  scheme  it  is  essential 
that  the  engineers’  preliminary  observations  should  in- 
clude not  only  the  particular  district  under  considera- 
tion, but  as  much  of  the  ground  outside  its  limits  as  may 
form  part  of  the  same  natural  drainage  area.  Surface 
or  subsoil  water  from  the  outside  country  may  come  into 
tlie  district  under  consideration  and  have  to  be  drained 
away.  It  may  also  be  possible  for  two  or  more  districts 
to  combine  their  sewerage  systems  so  as  to  run  to  a 
common  outfall.  Future  possibilities  of  this  kind 
must  receive  consideration  as  well  as  the  probable 
and  possible  growth  of  the  town  to  be  drained.  Due 
allowance  must  be  made  for  the  increase  of  population, 
each  town  needing  careful  consideration  on  its  own 
merits.  In  some  cases  it  wdll  not  be  sufficient  to  ba-se 
calculations  upon  the  increase  during  past  years,  as  it 
may  be  altogether  misleading. 

C4)  The  importance  of  having  subsoil  drains  has  been 
demonstrated  many  times.  The  unhealthiness  of  a satu- 
rated soil  is  well  known,  and  it  has  been  found  that  a 
reduction  in  the  death-rate  fium  phthisis  has  followed 
the  drainage  of  the  subsoil  in  towns,  and  that  the  death- 
rate  from  this  cause  is  greater  on  a retentive  formation 
than  on  an  impervious  one,  except  in  the  case  of  sea- 
water saturation,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  unhealthy. 
Moreover,  the  difficulty  of  laying  sewers  in  wet  ground 
may  be  so  great  that  subsoil  drainage  may  actually  save 
expense  in  constructing  and  maintaining  the  sewerage 
system.  They  may  also  impix)ve  the  value  of  land  for 
building  purposes. 

It  is  a most  important  fact,  and  one  to  be  clearly 
understood,  that  the  subsoil  drains  must  never  be 
combined  with  the  foul  sewerage  system.  Where  they 
occur  with  the  combined  system  they  must  be  quite 
distinct  from  it.  In  the  separate  system  they  may 
be  separate  from  the  clean  surface  water  sewer  or  com- 
bined with  it.  The  reason  for  keeping  subsoil  drains  dis- 
tinct from  foul  sowers  is  that  tliey  would  be  likely  to  con- 
duct sewer  gas  to  unsuitable  places,  and  sewage  might 
flow  badlv  into  the  open-joinled  subsoil  drains  and 
s.-itnvato  the  soil  under  houses  or  elsewhere.  .A-nd  when 
the  springs  were  high  enormous  quantities  of  land-water 
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might  get  into  the  sewers  and  increase  the  flow  out  of  all 
proportion  to  tlie  works. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  with  refei'ence  to  the 
rainfall  drainage  is  whether  any  old  sewei's,  culverts, 
drains,  etc.,  exist  which  can  in  any  way  be  utilised. 
Such  old  sewers,  though  very  likely  quite  unsuitable  for 
foul  sewage,  may  do  excellently  for  clean  surface  water 
or  for  subsoil  water. 

(5)  Having  considered  the  question  of  the  water  due  to 
the  rainfall,  and  ascertained  the  possibilities  as  to 
whether  there  will  be  much  or  little  to  be  dealt  witli  in 
the  sewerage  scheme,  the  second  thing  to  be  borne  in 
mind  is  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  whole  of  the 
w'ater  supply  of  the  district,  which,  whether  used  for 
drinking,  washing,  sewer  flushing,  or  ofelier  purposes,  can 
be  reckoned  as  the  amount  of  the  foul  sewage.  In  doing 
this  care  must  be  taken  not  to  overlook  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  rainfall  must  of  necessity  reach  the  foul 
water  sewers  from  surface  water  gullies  in  places  such  as 
crowded  streets,  where  the  water  w'ould  be  too  impure  to 
allow  it  to  run  to  any  clean  water  drain  or  natural  chan- 
nel ; also  in  the  most  perfect  separate  system  it  would 
probably  be  impossible  to  exclude  all  rain  water  from 
roofs.  These  matters  wdll  be  dealt  with  later 


CHAPTER  II. 

t'tx’dinary  Method  of  Procedure  for  Ijocal  Authorities — 
Local  Government  Board  lH>ans,  Regulations,  and 
Requirements — Preparation  of  Schemes  for  Presenta- 
tion to  the  Local  Government  Boai'd. 

(6)  When  a local  authority  decides  iijjon  carrying  out  a 
sewerage  scheme,  and  the  expense  of  the  w'orks  proposed 
is  likely  to  prove  too  serious  a burden  to  the  ratepayers 
of  the  district  to  be  benofitiMl,  it  is  customary  to  borrow 
the  money  under  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Boar<l.  Local  authorities  are  allowed  hv  the  Public 
II  ealth  Act  of  1875  to  borrow  money  for  carrying  out 
works  of  sc'weragc,  etc.,  but  this  money  may  only  be  Imr- 
rowofl  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  money  is  boiu'owed  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  and 
is  not  a1Iow<‘d  to  exceed  in  amount  the  assessable  value 
of  the  district  for  two  years.  This  sum  must  include 
all  outstanding  loans,  if  any  have  been  previously  con- 
tracted. 
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If  the  loan  required  exceeds  the  assessable  value  for 
one  year,  the  fjocal  Govern  men  t Board  are  not  allowed  to 
sanction  the  loan  until  one  of  their  inspectors  has  lie-ld 
a local  inquiry.  Money  may  not  be  borrowed  for  a longer 
■time  than  sixty  years,  and  has  to  be  paid  off  within  that 
time.  It  may,  however,  be  borrowed  for  such  shorter  time 
as  the  local  authority,  with  the  sanction  of  the  I>«-al 
Government  Board,  determine.  The  local  authorifs'  have 
either  to  pay  off  the  money  borrowed  by  equal  annual  in- 
stalments, or  they  may  in  every  year  set  apart  a certain 
sum  as  a sinking  fund,  and  invest  it.  This  sum  must  l>e 
such  that,  with  compound  interest,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
pay  off  the  money  within  the  period  sanctioned. 

(6a)  Before  the  Local  Government  Board  will  sanction  a 
loan  they  require  to  see  lolans  and  sections  of  the  scheme 
proposed,  together  with  detail  drawings  and  an  estimate, 
and,  unless  the  scheme  submitted  is  of  a character  c>f 
which  they  approve,  they  will  not  sanction  the  loan.  The 
estimates  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
to  be  prepartxl  upon  forms  supplied  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Board.  The  engineer  should  prepare  (a)  a 6-inch 
ordnance  map  of  the  district,  showing  the  boundary  of 
the  particular  parish  or  ratable  area  by  a single  red  line  ; 
{b)  a 25-inch  plan  showing  the  lines  of  the  sewers  and 
the  positions  of  all  works;  (c)  sections  of  the  sewers  to 
the  same  scale  showing  sizes  of  sewers,  depths,  levels,  and 
gradients,  etc.  ; (d)  detail  drawings  of  servers,  manholes, 
disposal  works,  and  of  any  other  works  for  which  the 
loan  is  required.  No  drawings  should  exceed  dou'tile 
-elephant  size. 

(7)  On  the  estimate  forms  there  are  certain  directions 
and  suggestions,  referring  to  the  general  design  and 
details  of  the  work. 

(8)  The  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
with  regard  to  sewerage  w-orks  are  not  officially  pub- 
lished, but  are  fairly  w'ell  known  to  engineers  who  have 
had  much  to  do  wdth  the  preparation  of  schemes  for  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Board  relies  uimn  tlie  judgment  of  its  officials  and 
inspectors  in  deciding  as  to  wluniier  a scheme  is  fit.  fi  r 
approval  or  not.  There  are  certain  fixed  requirements 
for  sewers,  Pitch  as  that,  a manhole  or  Lamp-hole 
shall  occur  at  every  change  cf  gradient  or  diiwtion  ; 
but  each  scheme  is  considered  on  its  own  merits,  and  the 
engineer  xiho  -iiresents  a m\y]u  idy  designed  system  of 
sewers  need  not  fear  criticism. 
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In  preparing  a selieaie  for  presentation  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  engineer  slioiild  make  no  state- 
ment whicli  lie  is  not  able  to  verify  at  once — e.g., 
he  should  have  ready  to  hand  detail  estimates  of  oacli 
piece  of  work  for  which  a lump  sum  has  to  be  given  on 
the  L.G.B.  form.  He  may  be  asked  for  thean  at  the  in- 
quiry. If  he  shows  a retaining  wall  of  a certain  thick- 
ness he  should  have  liis  calculations  ready  to  hand.  If 
he  states  that  land  can  be  purchased  at  a certain  figure, 
he  should  hold  a provisional  agreement  with  the  land- 
owner  showing  willingness  to  sell  at  that  figure. 

(9)  If  the  es'timate  for  the  work  is  exceeded  after  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been  ob- 
tained to  the  loan,  a suipplementary  estimate  must  be 
prepared  and  submitted  and  approved  before  any  furtlnr 
loan  can  be  sanctioned.  The  estimates  have  to  be  signed 
by  the  engineer. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  no  liking  for  supple- 
mentary loans.  Such  loans  should  not  be  required  for 
extensions  of  the  works,  and  are  only  necessary  when  the 
cost  of  the  work,  as  originally  designed,  has  exceeded  the 
estimate.  Extensions  re([iiire  st'parate  loans,  which  should 
be  asked  for  before  the  wtu-k  is  jiut  in  hand. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

Notes  on  the  Design  of  Sewerage  Systems  (Continued).— 
Outfalls — Their  I’osition,  Number,  Size,  etc.,  dis- 
cussed— Data  Needed  by  Engineer  in  Designing  New 
Systems — Manufactory  Refuse. 

(10)  The  position  of  the  outfall  or  outfalls  must  l>e 
decided  upon  before  the  actual  course  for  the  sewers  of  a 
district  can  be  jiroperly  ])lanneil.  The  lines  of  the  natural 
flrainage  of  the  land  will  be  the  best  guide,  but  it 
will  sometimes  be  found  worth  while  to  follow  other 
courses  for  the  sewers  in  order  to  secure  good  out- 
falls. There  are  many  cases  where  it  has  been  found 
worth  while  to  carry  sewers  under  rivers  or  through  hills 
or  across  valleys  or  aqueducts,  oi’  through  syphons. 
It  is  a good  principle,  however,  to  keep  the  main 
sewers  at  a low  level.  .V  sewer  is  soujetlmes  laid 
half-way  up  a hill  when  it  should  be  laid  along  the  bottom 
of  the  valley.  \ sewer  at  the  bottom  of  a valley  will 
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drain  everything  above,  whereas  if  a sewer  is  constructed 
at  a higher  level  than  is  necessary  it  leaves  areas  below 
it  undrained,  and  this  may  cause  trouble  in  the  future 
when  new  houses  are  built. 

(11)  The  natural  watercourses  of  a district  should  not 
be  covered  or  converted  into  sewers.  If  this  is  done,  the 
sizes  of  the  sewers  will  jirobably  have  to  be  larger  than 
would  otherwise  be  necessary,  the  natural  channels  for 
surface  water  being  covered  up.  Wherever  possible,  it  is, 
of  course,  cheaper  and  better  to  leave  the  natural  chan- 
nels to  do  their  work  of  surface  drainage. 

(12)  The  engineer  will  require  data  showing  approxi- 
mately the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  expected  from 
various  sources  in  the  district  or  town,  and  the  total 
volume  of  sewage  that  may  be  expected  at  the  outfall. 
Sucli  data  are  needed  by  the  engineer  before  he  can  pre- 
pare a proper  scheme,  and  they  must  be  collected  care- 
fully. 

Calculations  as  to  the  amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt 
with  will  be  based  on  the  rainfall,  water  supply,  and 
population.  The  flow  of  sewage  from  houses  varies  in 
volume  considerably,  according  to  the  habits  of  the 
people,  while  that  from  manufactories  is  generally  dis- 
charged at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night.  Provision  has 
to  be  made  for  this  irregular  flow  of  foul  sewage,  both  in 
the  design  of  the  sewers  and  in  that  of  the  disposal 
works.  It  has  been  estimated  tlrat  for  a safe  allowance 
the  discharge  into  a foul  sewerage  system  may  be  as  much 
as  70  per  cent,  of  the  daily  flow  in  twelve  hours  and  8 
per  cent,  of  the  daily  flow  in  one  hour.  Following  this 
rule,  if  a district  had  a flow  of  500,000  gallons  a day,  the 
outfall  sewer  would  have  to  be  of  a size  to  accommodate 
40,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  flow  of  sewage  in  flat  dis- 
tricts, or  in  jilaces  where  houses  are  far  apart,  will  not 
fluctuate  to  anything  like  tire  same  extent  as  it  will  in 
districts  where  the  houses  are  close  together  or  the  sewers 
laid  at  a steep  gradient.  The  foregoing  remarks  refer  to 
foul  sewage.  The  surface  drainage  from  the  backs  of 
houses  and  yards,  and  from  gullies  in  crowded  streets, 
has  to  be  carried,  as  a rule,  to  the  foul  sewers  for  reasons 
already  mentioned.  The  amount  of  the  rain  water  to 
be  expected  from  these  sources  can  be  calculated.  It 
should  be  remembered,  in  doing  so,  that  the  sewero  must 
be  of  a size  to  take  all  the  water  during  the  greatest 
storm  or  rainfall. 

(13)  The  fact  that  the  discharge  from  water-closets 
does,  or  does  not,  form  part  of  the  =wage  in  a system 
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makes  practically  no  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
sewage.  Of  course,  the  drainage  from  water-closets 
always  should  go  to  sewers,  hut  there  is  still  an  ignorant 
■belief  among  some  people  that  something  is  to  be  .gained 
by  excluding  it  from  the  sewage  of  a town.  Analysis  has 
shown  that  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  chemical 
•composition  of  the  two  kinds  of  sewage  mentioned — viz., 
that  from  water-closets  and  that  from  sink  gullies,  etc. 
■That  this  is  so  may  be  the  more  easily  grasped  if  one 
realises  what  ordinary  sewage  from  gullies  or  “ slop 
water”  is.  To  quote  from  a modern  book,  “It  contains 
the  liquid  excretions  of  the  inhabitants,  the  foul  waters 
from  the  kitchens,  containing  vegetable  and  animal  mat- 
ters, bits  of  fat  and  other  refuse,  the  suds  from  the  wash- 
ing of  dirty  linen,  cooking  utensils,  and  the  people  them- 
selves, holding  in  solution  and  suspension  soap,  fatty 
acids,  and  the  exudations  from  the  human  skin.  Such 
soapy  slops,  as  everyone  is  aware,  if  allowed  to  stand  for 
twenty-four  hours,  become  most  foul  and  offensive.  Then 
there  is  tlie  dirty  water  from  the  washing  of  floors,  the 
■swilling  of  yards,  the  solid  and  liquid  excretions  of 
animals  in  the  streets,  the  drainage  from  stables  and 
pig-styes,  the  blood  and  other  animal  matters  from 
slaughter-houses,  silt  from  road  sweepings,  etc.”  (Bar- 
wise,  “Sewage  Purification.”)  Thus  one  may  readily  see 
tile  fallacy  of  taking  trouble,  as  was  formerly  done,  in 
some  obsolete  systems,  to  exclude  water-closet  drainage 
from  town  scnvers  with  the  idea  of  keeping  the  sewage 
purer  and  free  from  disease  genms. 

(14)  Careful  note  should  be  taken  of  any  drains 
or  sewers  existing  in  a place  which  has  to  be  newly 
fi€  wered  ; also  the  number  of  houses  containing  water- 
-closets,  baths,  or  other  sanitary  appliances,  should  be 
noted. 

(15)  Careful  attention  should  be  given  to  the  volume 
and  character  of  the  discharges  from  any  manufactories, 
bri'werics,  etc.  In  the  case  of  breweries  it  should  be  the 
object  of  the  engineer  and  of  the  local  authorities  to 
make  arrangements  that  the  refuse  may  be  filtered  or 
otherwise  treated  before  it  leaves  the  works.  It  may  also 
be  found  well  to  adojit  some  siudi  course  with  other 
manufacturing  refuse.  Although  it  is  possible  to  treat 
brewery  refuse  with  the  other  sewage  at  the  purification 
works,  it  will  greatly  assist  if  the  brewers  will  filter  it 
and  strain  off  the  hops  before  discharging  into  the  sewers. 
This  method  has  been  adopted  with  success  by  the  author, 
by  using  a coke  filter  near  the  brewery. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

I’osition  of  Outfall — Test  for  Effluent  — Gravitation 
Sewers — Lifting  sewage. 

(16)  Under  no  circumstances  should  foul  sewage  be 
taken  into  a stream  or  river  without  oareful  purification. 
It  is  even  questionable  whether  in  these  daj's  it  should 
be  taken  into  the  sea  in  its  crude  state.  Certainly  there 
is  no  excuse  for  taking  sewage  into  the  sea  at  any  place 
where  it  will  become  a nuisance  without  purification. 

Frequently  it  will  be  found  possible  and  desirable  n<it 
to  conduct  foul  sewage  towards  any  stream  or  river  at  all, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  should  have  its 
outfall  as  far  from  the  river  as  possible.  The 
■reason  is  clear.  In  these  days  it  is  quite  inadmissible 
that  foiil  sewage  should  be  allowed  to  run  into  a river  ; 
it  must  always  be  purified  first.  Prevention  is  better 
than  cure,  and  therefore  the  further  the  works  are  from 
any  river  the  better.  If  the  effluent  is  allowed  to  run 
into  a long  ditch  or  small  stream  for  some  distance  before 
it  reaches  the  rivei’  any  neglect  or  mismanagement  wili 
■soon  be  apparent  by  the  fouling  of  the  channel.  With 
■proper  treatment  the  effluent  should  be  so  pure  that  the 
channel  is  kept  clean.  If  this  ditch  or  channel  is  about 
half  a mile  long  there  could  be  no  better  test  for  the 
effluent. 

(17)  A gravitation  scheme  is,  no  doubt,  the  simplest 
and  cheapest  where  practicable,  both  as  regards  first  cost 
and  maintenance;  but  it  maj'  often  happen  that  there 
•are  small  districts  or  gr’oups  of  houses  situated  at  such  a 
low  level  as  to  prevent  their  being  connected  directly  to 
the  main  sewers,  or,  if  connected,  it  may  involve  making 
the  depth  of  the  main  sewers  very  gi'eat,  so  as  to  add 
considerably  to  their  cost.  There  are  several  methods 
■by  Avhich  a small  quantity  of  sewage  may  be  raised  by 
automatic  apparatus  at  a comparatively  low  cost,  such 
as  by  a small  water  motor,  or  other  special  machinery, 
which  can  be  obtai]ied  for  the  purpose  from  well-known 
manufacturers.  Such  appliances  are  at  the  present  time 
in  successful  operation  in  many  places,  and  will  be  re- 
ferred to  later  on.  Again,  such  small  districts  may  bt? 
treated  separately  by  means  of  small  local  sewage  purifi- 
cation works,  which  can  be  made  to  act  automatically. 
.Such  works  jiropcrly  ('onstructed  need  very  little  atten- 
tion, and  are  quite  efficient. 
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1^18)  In  cases  where  the  sewage  has  to  be  raised  by  arti- 
ficial means,  before  clioosing  the  outfall  it  is  necessary  to 
consider  how  the  sewage  is  to  be  raised.  It  may  some- 
times be  well  to  consider  the  advisability  of  makiing  use 
of  existing  machinery  or  power,  to  enter  into  an  arraiiige- 
iiient,  for  instance,  to  use  the  steam  from  the  boilers  of 
an  existing  water  works,  or  the  current  from  an  electric 
power-station,  etc.,  by  whicli  means  much  expense  may  be 
saved  botli  in  erection  of  machinery  and  in  running  it. 

(19)  That  nothing  is  impossible  in  engineering  is  a 
maxim  which  should  be  kc^pt  in  mind  with  regard  to 
sewage  works,  and  especially  with  regard  to  obtaining  a 
proper  outfall.  Without  doubt  the  fewer  outfalls  the 
better,  and  if  possible  there  should  be  only  one.  A mul- 
tiplication of  such  ]ilaces,  especially  when  sewage  has  to 
be  purified,  will  be  likely  not  only  to  add  considerably  to 
the  cost  of  construction,  but  yet  more  seriously  to  that  of 
maintenance.  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  outfall 
works  is  sometimes  a very  much  more  important  point 
than  the  cost  of  construction. 

(20)  If  possible  a spot  should  be  chosen  for  the  outfall 
to  wliicti  the  whole  of  the  sewage  may  gr’avitate.  The 
outfall  to  a large  town  should  be  kept  as  far  from  houses 
as  possible,  but  there  should  be  no  necessity  to  carry  it 
to  a great  distance  in  ])utting  in  a ncAv  system.  It  is 
possible  if  the  outfall  works  are  properly  designed,  con- 
structed, and  attended,  that  there  should  be  no  notice- 
able smell  outside  their  area.  Of  course,  where  crude 
Sewage  is  discharged  in  great  bulk  it  must  smell  at  the 
■mouth  of  the  sewer,  Irowever  perfect  the  system.  In  the 
».ase  of  a small  town  or  village  it  is  actually  an  advan- 
tage not  to  have  the  disposal  works  too  far  away  or  out 
of  sight.  They  should  be  in  a jilace  where  they  will  be 
under  continual  public  oibservation,  and  then  if  any 
smell  should  arise  its  cause  will  be  investigated  and  the 
matter  set  right,  and  there  will  be  no  chance  of  neglect, 
which  has  often  been  the  only  cause  of  the  failure  of 
works.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  understood  that  sewage 
disposal  works  of  proper  design  do  not  smell  unless  tliey 
are  neglectc’d. 

The  best  way  of  jnoceeding  is  first  to  select  a site  for 
the  outfall,  and  then  to  see  Jiow  the  sewage  can  be  of>n- 
ducted  to  the  place.  As  already  stated,  it  does  not  always 
follow  that  sewers  are  best  lai<l  along  the  natural  fall  of 
the  ground.  (Ii’eat  saving  in  exjK'nse  may  sometimes  l>e 
effected  by  crossing  a valley  or  river,  or  by  tunnelling 
through  a hill,  or  by  carrying  a .sewer  for  some  distance 
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falling  the  reverse  way  to  the  ground  level,  or  by  carry- 
ing the  sewer  as  a syphon  under  a river,  etc. 

A really  good  site  for  an  outfall  that  will  enable  an 
-economical  scheme  to  be  carried  out  should  not  be  aban- 
idioned  because  a small  section  of  the  district  or  a par- 
ticular building  or  group  of  buildings  cannot  be  drained 
to  it  by  gi-avitation.  It  will  be  found  in  such  cases  best 
either  to  resort  to  lifting  the  sewage  of  the  small  district 
■or  to  make  a second  outfall  for  it  elsewhere. 

(21)  In  the  case  of  an  absolutely  flat  district  of  large 
extent,  where  a gravitation  outfall  is  impossible,  it  wiU 
generally  be  found  bedt  to  divide  it  into  sections  and  let 
the  sewers  of  each  section  gravitate  to  a separate  lifting 
station.  At  each  station  the  seAvage  can  be  lifted  from 
■the  level  of  the  deepest  sewer  to  the  highest  point  of  the 
(next  section,  or  to  a sepai'ate  intercepting  seAver  running 
'to  the  main  outfall.  The  number  of  these  lifting  stations 
will  be  a matter  for  careful  judgment.  In  the  one  case  it 
imust  be  rememibered  that  the  greater  the  number  of  lift- 
ing stations  the  greater  Avill  be  the  cost  for  construction 
<and  maintenance,  and  in  the  other  case  that  the  fewer 
•number  of  such  stations  the  moi-e  sewage  will  have  to  be 
lifted  at  each,  and  the  deeper  will  be  the  sewers,  mean- 
ing increase  cost  for  their  construction  and  maintenance. 
Probably  in  most  cases  it  Avill  be  found  that  the  fewer 
■the  lifting  stations  the  better. 

No  sewage  should  be  allowed  to  run  to  a lifting  station 
if  it  can  reach  a convenient  outfall  by  gravitation.  By 
oarefully  arranged  intercepting  seivers  and  by  excluding 
the  rainfall  as  miich  as  possible  the  lifting  may  often 
be  reduced  to  a minimum. 

(22)  It  will  be  well  to  aA'oid  placing  the  outfall  and 
the  sewage  disposal  Avorks  near  to  gas  works  or  other 
places  prodticing  noticeable  smells.  With  regard  to  sea 
outfalls,  or  outfalls  near  tidal  estuaries,  it  will  be  well 
wherever  possible  to  aA’oid  places  Avhere  large  flats  of 
smelling  mud  exist  at  Ioav  Avater,  or  Avhere  seaweed  accu- 
mulates. There  are  many  places  where  a strong  smell 
exists  from  natural  or  artificial  causes,  and  the  engineer 
w*ho  constructs  an  outfall  soAver  near  them  Avill  for  ever 
after  be  held  responsible  for  the  smell,  nolAvithstanding 
the  fact  that  his  AA'ork  may  haA-e  nothing  to  do  Avith  it. 
The  engineer  Avould  also  do  avcII  to  haA-e  samples  of  the 
riA'er  Avater  analysed,  whenoA-er  it  is  propose<l  to  dis- 
charge effluent  or  storm  Avater  into  a riA-er.  in  order  to  Iw 
able  to  compare  them  Avith  any  analysis  made  after  the 
works  are  constructed.  It  is  possible  that  the  uoav  Avorks 
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may  be  regarded  as  causing  a contamination  or  chemical 
change  in  the  river  water  which  is  due  to  other  and  older 
causes.  At  some  places  the  sewage  effluent  will  be  found 
to  be  considerably  purer  than  the  river  into  which  it  is 
■discharged. 


OHAPTEE  V. 

Notes  on  the  Design  of  Sewerage  Systems  (Continued).— 
Systems  of  Sewerage — Intercepting  Sewers^  I’relimi- 
nary  Suiwey — Best  Courses  for  Sewers. 

(23)  Although  there  are  in  theory  several  systems  for 
town  sewerage,  practically  speaking  there  are  only  two — 
(1)  the  combined  system,  (2)  the  separate  system. 

In  the  combined  system  the  surface  water  and  the  foul 
sewage  are  carried  in  one  sewer.  In  the  separate  system 
they  are  carried  in  separate  sewers. 

With  regard  to  the  majority  of  cases  it  may  even  be 
said  that  there  is  only  one  system,  viz.,  tlie  partially  com- 
bined or  partially  separate  system,  for  it  is  obvious  that 
the  cases  in  which  all  rain-water  can  be  absolutely  ex- 
cluded from  the  sowers  must  be  very  rare,  if  not  im- 
possible. 

(24)  It  will  be  seen  at  a glance  that  it  would  be  wrong 
to  adhere  rigorously  to  any  particular  system  for  all  cases, 
or  even  for  any  particular  case.  The  best  system  will 
probably  always  be  a modification  of  the  two  already  men- 
tioned. At  the  same  time,  speaking  broadly,  it  is  gene- 
rally admitted  that  the  sepaz'ate  system  is  not  only  the 
most  perfect,  but  the  most  economical.  Though  we  can- 
not exclude  all  the  rain  water,  the  bulk  of  it  may  be 
kept  out. 

(25)  In  the  case  of  separate  sewers  for  clean  and  foul 
water,  fewer  traps  will  be  needed,  and  the  chances  of  foul 
gases  escaping  at  wrong  places  are  r’educed.  There  will  be 
no  chance,  for  instance,  of  sewer  gas  escaping  from  un- 
sealed surface  gullies  in  hot  ■weather  if  they  form  part 
of  the  clean  water  system.  Another  great  advantage  in 
the  soyiarate  system  is  that  the  quality  of  the  foul  sewage 
will  be  more  uniform,  and  its  flow  more  regular — facts 
which  help  greatly  in  the  process  of  purification,  as  will 
be  demonstrated  later  on.  Also,  the  amount  of  sewage 
likely  to  flow  through  the  foul  sewers  can  be  ascertained 


26 


PItACTICAL  SE  W Eli  AGE 


with  such  accuracy  that  it  will  not  bo  difficult  to  construct 
them  of  a size  suitable  to  the  amount  that  must  flow 
through  them  If  such  sewers  have  to  l>o  made  of  a Biz*r 
to  take  the  rainfall  of  the  district  during  a storm,  as 
may  be  the  case  in  the  combined  system,  they  must  ob- 
viously be  a great  deal  too  large  ever  to  flow  sufficiently 
full  to  be  properly  self-cleansing  without  very  consider- 
able flushing  arrangements.  It  wall  be  seen  that  if  flush- 
ing arrangements  are  needed  in  the  case  of  a small 
separate  sewer  they  will  be  very  small  by  comparison. 
This  is  an  important  matter  in  the  saving  of  expense  in 
a new  scheme.  It  also  must  Ije  remembered  that  in  large 
sewers  considerable  volumes  of  sewer  gas  may  be  accu 
mulated.  They  are  also  difficult  to  ventilate  efficiently. 
The  clean  water  sewers  in  the  separate  system  will  be 
altogether  a cheaper  matter,  then,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain than  foul  servers  of  the  same  size  ; there  should  be  no 
need  for  flushing  arrangements,  and  the  construction  need 
not  be  so  elaborate  as  for  foul  sewmrs.  As  already  stated, 
old  sewers  and  culverts  may  be  utilised  for  clean  water 
drains.  It  may  often  happen  that  short  sewers  with 
outfalls  into  existing  watercourses  may  be  constructed 
for  surface  water,  so  that  only  a small  separate  sewer  for 
foul  sewage  is  needed,  where  in  the  combined  system  a 
large  sewer  for  all  purposes  would  have  been  required, 
which  would  have  been  expensive  to  build  and  to  main- 
tain. 

(26)  It  may  be  argued  in  favour  of  the  combined  system 
that  the  rain  wmter  itself  would  be  of  use  in  flushing  the 
sowers.  The  mistake  of  relying  upon  any  such  arrange- 
ment will  at  once  be  seen  wdien  it  is  remembered  that 
during  the  dryest  weather,  when  there  is  the  most  need  for 
sower  flushing,  there  can  be  no  flush. 

With  regard  to  the  combined  system,  it  is  sometimes 
])ossible  by  the  use  of  storm  overflows  to  kee]!  the  sewers 
of  a moderate  size.  It  is.  however,  objectionable  to  allow 
even  dilute  sewage  to  flow  into  rivers  or  the  sea.  for 
though  the  water  in  the  sewers  may  be  clean  rain  water, 
it  may  yet  caiwy  with  it  paper  and  solid  matter  at  any 
moment. 

(27)  It  is  no  doubt  a disadvantage  in  the  separate  system 
that  foul  drains  may  through  carelessness  Ite  connected  to 
the  clean  water  drains,  and  vice  versa.  Rut  on  the  oriier 
hand,  it  may  be  argued  that  such  mistakes  should  not 
occur  where  there  is  intelligent  supervision  of  work. 

It  would,  in  a perfect  syslem.  be  an  excellent  thing  if 
oach  house  in  a new  town  had  a separate  systoTU  of  drains 


AND  SKWAaK  DISPOSAJ.. 


27 


for  rain  water  aJid  for  foul  sewage  where  the  tow'n  is 

sewered  on  the  separate  system.  It  must  be  owmed  at 

once,  however,  that  there  is  a very  serious  drawback  to  tlie 
arrangement — viz.,  that  batli  and  sink  wuistes  would  in 
time  without  doubt  be  carried  to  rain  w'ater  heads,  and 
through  this  and  other  causes  foul  sewage  would  get  inbj 
the  clean  water  drains,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 

discover  wdiere  it  came  from.  The  extra  cost  of  two 

systems  of  drains  would  also  be  a serious  outlay  to  private 
owners. 

(28)  AVhere  subsoil  drainage  is  requiii'd  with  the  com- 
bined system  it  is  customary  to  lay  the  jiervious  ojien 
jointed  or  jierforated  pipes  by  the  side  of  the  sewer  in  the 
streets.  They  are  sometimes  laid  below  the  level  of  the 
sewer.  But  care  must  lie  taken  that  this  does  not  ulti- 
matel.v  cause  a disturbance  or  settlement  of  the  ground 
near  the  new  seivers  or  cause  the  sewers  themselves  to 
sink. 

(29)  Sewers  in  cither  systom  are  laid  so  as  to  slope  to 
their  outfall,  and  where  ihis  is  iinpossilil<>  they  arc-  made 
to  fall  to  a lifting  station,  or,  if  necessai’y.  to  several  lift- 
ing stations,  whei’e  the  sewage  is  raised  so  that  it  may 
gravitate  to  its  outfall.  There  are  instances  where  the 
sewage  of  a town  is  pumped  through  miles  of  main  to 
reach  the  disposal  works.  There  are  various  methods  of 
lifting  sewage,  which  will  he  referred  to  later. 

(30)  It  is  often  advantageous  to  divide  a town  into  dis- 
tricts. with  a sewer  to  intercept  the  sewage  of  each  par- 
ticular district,  and  carr3‘  it  to  the  outfall.  Thus  it  may 
he  possible  to  do  without  any  vcuy  large  sewer,  to  avoid 
the  possilhlity  of  the  lower  itarts  of  a town  becoming 
flooded,  and  to  let  the  sewage  from  the  up])or  parts  gravi- 
tate to  the  outfall,  and  also  to  lift  onlv  the  sewage  of  the 
di.strict  whicli  lies  too  low  for  its  sewers  to  descend  to  the 
outfall.  These  sewers,  whicli  talce  or  intercept  the  .sewage 
from  a particular  district,  and  carry  it  to  the  outfall, 
are  called  “intercepting  sewers,”  and.  naturally,  thej' 
generally  run  more  or  less  along  contour  Hues. 

Tiiterrepting  sewers  may  often  be  laid  to  carry  off  the 
sewage  of  the  greatiu-  ytart  of  a district  to  a gravitation 
outfall,  while  the  sewage  of  the  lowest  ]iarts  is  raiseil  arti- 
ficially to  th<‘  sa,me  outfall. 

It  is  often  much  more  economical  to  divide  a town  into 
a numher  of  flistricts.  eacli  having  its  own  intei(M?pting 
sewer,  as  already  described,  than  to  lot  all  the  sewc-rs 
form  one  large  svston.  Tn  the  former  case  no  very  large 
stovers  will  lx;  needed.  Ixirgo  sewers  will  bo  found  very 
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expensive  to  construct,  and  a long  length  of  sewer  of  small 
size  will  probal)ly  be  found  cheaper  than  the  sewer  of 
larger  diameter  thereby  avoided.  If  the  sewage  from 
the  higher  districts  does  not  have  to  be  carried  to  the 
sewers  serving  the  lower  districts,  there  will  not  be  the 
same  chance  of  floods  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall  that  must 
exist  where  all  the  sewers  are  connected.  The  use  of 
intercepting  sewers  servdng  the  high  districts  is  doubly 
advantageous  in  the  case  of  a tide-locked  outfall,  as  will 
be  explained  later.  Again,  in  the  event  of  a town  ex- 
tending, a new  district  can  with  advantage  be  .seired  by  a 
separate  iiitercepting  sewer  when  it  might  be  imfxissible 
to  make  the  original  outfall  sewer  take  so  great  a quantity 
of  sewage,  in  addition  to  the  flow  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed. 

(31)  If  the  country  to  be  sewered  is  of  such  a character 
that  it  is  difficult  to  judge,  from  inspection  and  from  the 
oi'dnance  plans  of  the  district,  in  what  directions  the 
sewers  may  be  most  advantageously  laid,  it  will  be  neces- 
eai'y  for  the  engineer  to  have  contour  surveys  made  of 
those  parts  presenting  difficulties  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage.  It  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  a thorough 
grasp  of  the  lay  of  the  land.  For  instance,  a town  on  tlie 
side  of  a hill  with  a good  site  for  a sewage  outfall  at  its 
base  would  probably  need  very  few  levels  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  best  position  for  sewers,  it  being 
clear  from  inspection  that  good  falls  could  be  easily  ob- 
tained. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  town  were  situat^  on 
flat  or  slightly  undulatijig  ground,  where  a fall  would 
be  difficult  to  obtain,  and  where  a matter  of  a foot  or  two 
might  mean  having  to  pump  the  sewage  or  not.  very 
careful  levels  would  probably  have  to  be  taken  before  the 
emgineer  could  come  to  a right  decision  in  planning  the 
coui'se.s  of  the  sewers. 

(32)  When  the  courses  of  the  proposed  sewers  are 
chosen,  levels  sihould  be  taken  along  their  lines  at  every 
pronounced  change  in  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  also 
at  the  inter-sections  of  roads.  Care  should  be  taken  to 
ascertain  the  levels  and  jiositions  of  existing  water,  gas. 
or  electric  mains,  tva.mrails.  etc.  Any  watercourse, 
such  as  a stream  or  ditch,  which  has  to  be  crossed,  should 
liavo  the.  water  level  and  jirofilo  at  the  bottom  recorded. 

(33)  It  may  also  be  very  necessary  in  cases  where  the 
foundations  are  ti'eacherous  to  have  trial  hole  boricig^ 
made  along  tho  courses  of  sewei-s,  jnarticularly  so  in  the 
case  of  the  outfall  sewer.  .V  bad  foundation  may  cause 
one  route  to  be  more  expensive  than  another. 
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(34)  It  will  be  found  best  to  lay  sewers  in  public  roads 
in  preference  to  private  property.  It  is  essential  that  a 
certain  number  of  inspection  manholes  should  be  made 
along  the  coiu'se  of  eacili  sewer,  and  if  these  are  made 
on  private  ground  it  will  be  practically  impossible  to  in- 
spect and  clean  the  drains  properly  when  required  with- 
out serious  inconvenience  to  the  ownei's  of  property. 
Sewers  on  private  ground  ivill  probably  be  expensive  in 
the  first  instance,  owing  to  claims  for  compensation. 
Local  opposition  may  also  be  aroused  by  laying  them  in 
such  positions. 

(35)  Sewers  should  be  laid  in  the  roads  below  the  levels 
of  the  floors  of  all  basiements  and  cellans,  and  it  is  essen- 
tial also  that  they  should  be  constructed  at  such  levels 
that  all  yards  behind  houses  can  be  drained  into  them. 
For  this,  and  for  other  reasons  easily  seen,  it  is  necessary 
before  designing  any  neav  scheme  of  sewerage  that  careful 
levels  should  bo  taken  over  the  district  intelligently  by  a 
competent  surveyor. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Notes  on  Design  of  Sewerage  Systems  (continued). — Me- 
thods of  Crossing  Rivers,  Valleys,  etc. — Syphons, 
Lifting  Arrangements,  Pumps,  the  Shone  System,  the 
Adams  Lift,  the  Liernur  Improved  Pneumatic 
System,  Electric  Pumping,  Various  Motors. 

(36)  When  a river  has  to  be  ci'ossed  and  a bridge  is 
not  available,  the  sewer  may  be  canned  under  it  in  the 
form  of  an  inverted  syphon.  Such  syphons  are  used  also 
for  crossing  valleys,  or  passing  under  some  otherwise  im- 
passable obstruction  in  the  street  (a  thing  which  should, 
however,  be  avoided  if  possible).  They  are  constructed 
with  a vertical  or  sloping  drop  on  either  side.  Cast- 
iron  pipes  are  generally  used  for  the  purpose,  and,  as 
they  will  always  be  under  presisuro  and  flowing  full, 
they  should  be  of  circular  section.  In  the  case  of  large 
.s«-wers  they  are  sometimes  lined.  The  pipes  may  be  laid 
by  lowering  them  into  position  from  the  s^irface  from 
barges,  etc.,  or  it  may  be  found  better  to  fix  caissons  or 
coffer  dams  in  the  river  bed,  and,  having  pumped  the 
water  out,  proceed  to  construct  the  scwei-s  at  the  bottom 
of  the  river.  The  syphon  must  be  weighted  and  held 
down  to  prevent  its  floating  when  empty.  It  should  have 
foundations  suflicient  to  protect  it  from  undermining 
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cuiTonts.  (Jno  method  of  making  such  foundations  is  to 
drive  two  rows  of  slieet  piling  across  the  river,  and,  hav- 
ing excavated  the  material  between  them,  to  fill  concrete 
in.  It  is  well,  if  possible,  to  make  the  syphons  in  dupli- 
cate, so  that,  ill  the  event  of  one  becoming  stoppe<i  uji, 
the  sewage  oan  be  diverted  into  the  other,  and  the 
stopped-up  syphon  can  be  pumped  and  cleaned  out.  3<an- 
holes  should  be  provided  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  s'j 
arranged  that  any  stoppage  can  be  removed  from  the 
syphon.  Generally  there  is  a catch  pit  at  the  bottom  of 
one  oi'  both  of  these  manholes  to  catch  grit.  Also  there 
should  be  penstock  chambers  at  each  end  of  the  sv^dion. 
so  that  the  flow  of  sewage  may  be  stopped  while  it  is 
being  cleaned.  Tims  the  cleaning  manholes  descend  t-> 
the  level  of  the  lowest  part  of  the  sj^phon,  and  the  pen- 
stock chamber.s  are  level  with  the  sewer  at  the  top  of  the 
syphon.  The  descending  ann  should  be  ventilate!  at  the 
barnd  to  prevent  an  air  lock. 

(37)  Syphons  should  be  constructed  of  such  a diameter 
that  the  flow  of  sewage  through  them  may  have  the  same 
velocity  as  it  should  have  in  sewers  of  equal  size.  The 
difference  in  level  of  the  two  ends  should  bf  equal  to  the 
fall  required  for  an  ordinai-j-  sewer,  flowing  full,  of  the 
same  diameter  and  of  the  same  length  as  the  syphon — 
i.c.,  the  exact  length  of  the  pipes  forming  the  syphon, 
not  the  horizontal  distance  between  its  ends.  The  re- 
quired velocity  of  flow  may  be  obtained  by  reducing  the 
diameter  of  the  pipes  if  the  fall  available  is  insufficient 
to  produce  it.  As  a rule,  sewers  run  about  half-full,  but 
the  syjihon  always  runs  full  bore.  If  the  size  and  ihe 
hydraulic  gradient  of  both  are  the  same  it  will  be  clear 
that  the  velocity  of  the  liquid  passing  through  the 
syphon  will  be  less  than  that  in  the  sewer,  and  if  the 
velocity  of  the  flow  is  reduced  matter  held  in  suspension 
will  have  time  to  be  deposited.  It  is  a good  thing  when 
constructing  a small  single  syphon  to  insert,  a loose  chain 
or  wire  which  can  be  moved  backwards  or  forwards  from 
either  end  of  the  syphon  to  clear  stop]iages  when  they 
occur.  Sewers  may  also  be  laid  under  a river  by  tunnel- 
linsr.  or  carried  across  a valley  by  an  aqueduct,  or  on  an 
embankment,  or  trussed  between  jtiers. 

(38)  With  regaril  to  lifting  arrangements,  pumps  of 
several  kinds  are  used.  An  ordinary  plunger  or  lift 
pump  may  be  used,  or  a centrifugal  pumn.  and  for  small 
installations  wlici’e  plenty  of  power  is  available  a chain 
pump  may  be  used  with  adv.nntage.  The  centrifugal 
pump  is  very  suitable  for  sewage  lifting,  .and  is  likely  to 
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be  more  economical  for  low  lifts  than  other  kinds.  The 
wear  from  grit  is  not  so  harmful  to  centrifugai  pumps  as 
to  piston  pumps,  and  they  can  be  driven  direct  from 
electric  motors  or  engines  without  gearing. 

(39)  Where  a number  of  lifting  stations  are  needed, 
Shone’s  compx-essed  air  system  is  used  in  a great  many 
places.  In  this  system  the  sewage  gravitates  into  a re- 
ceiver, and  in  filling  the  receiver  it  opens  a valve  which 
admits  compressed  air.  The  compi-essed  air  forces  all 
the  contents  of  the  receiver  into  a sewage  rising  main  or 
high-level  gravitating  sewer.  The  coin  pressed  air  for 
actuating  this  ejector  is  produced  at  a central  station 
and  carried  in  iron  pipes  to  the  several  lifting  stations. 

(40)  Where  the  sewage  from  a low  district  has  to  be 
raised  while  that  from  higher  ground  above  it  gravitates 
to  an  outfall,  it  is  pos.^ble  to  use  the  energy  of  this  de- 
scending liquid  to  lift  the  sewage  from  the  low-lying  dis- 
trict. This  may  be  done  with  Adams’s  sewage  lift,  in 
which  the  drainage  from  the  lower  district  runs  to  a 
receiver,  and  is  raised  to  level  of  the  gravitating  high- 
level  sewer  by  air  compressed  by  the  fall  of  the  sewage 
from  the  high  district.  Some  of  the  high-level  sewage 
runs  to  a tank  which,  when  full,  discharg,  s its  contents 
automatically  into  a down  pipe  running  to  an  air  com- 
pression chamber.  In  this  manner  the  air  is  compressed 
and  the  sewage  in  the  low-level  sewage  receiver  is  ex- 
pelled and  lifted  to  a higher  level  by  the  entrance  of  air 
from  the  compressed  air  chamber,  to  which  it  is  con- 
nected by  a pipe.  V/ith  this  lift,  water  is  more  generally 
used  for  compressing  the  air  than  sewage.  In  places 
vyhere  the  water  supply  is  abundant  it  may  be  used  for 
lifting  the  sewage  of  flat  districts  with  advantage,  the 
lifts  being  entirely  automatic.  [See  also  Addendum,  p.  148.) 

(41)  The  Liernur  improved  pneumatic  system  is  also 
well  deserving  of  attention.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Shone 
System,  the  town  to  be  sewered  is  divided  up  into  a 
number  of  districts  or  sections.  Each  section  is  sewei'ed 
upon  the  separate  system  by  means  of  cast  iron  pipes  of 
.small  diameter.  These  pipes  are  made  to  gravitate  in 
an  underground  retainer  called  a district  cvlinder,  or  if 
gravitation  is  impossible  they  are  laid  flat,  or  in  some 
cases  even  uphill.  Sewage  is  made  to  flow  through  these 
pipes  at  intervals  by  the  creation  of  a vacuum  in  the  dis- 
trict cylinder.  The  flow  thus  induced  is  very  rapid,  so 
that  the  pipes  are  well  flushed  out  at  every  discharge. 
The  district  cylinders  are  each  connected  to  a reservoir 
at  a central  station,  to  which  the  sewage  flows  when  the 
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air  is  exhausted.  The  whole  is  worked  by  means  cf  a 
vacuum  pump  at  the  central  station.  With  a carefully 
designed  system,  in  which  full  advantage  is  taken  ef  the 
natural  fall  available  and  an  artificial  flow  or  accelera- 
tion is  induced  by  means  of  the  vacuum  pump  only  to 
the  e.xtent  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  it  is  probable  that 
a very  great  saving  could  be  effected  by  the  use  of  this 
system. 

The  Liernur  System  has  been  in  operation  at  Trouville- 
sur-Mer  for  over  ten  years,  and  in  this  country  it  has 
been  woiking  for  some  years  at  Stansted,  in  Essex. 

(42)  It  is  also  possible  to  divide  the  towm  and  district 
into  sections,  as  in  the  Shone  system,  and  to  instal  elec- 
tric motors  and  pumps  instead  of  ejectors  in  each  sec- 
tion to  raise  the  sewage.  At  the  first  glance  one  might 
reasonably  suppose  that  such  a system  would  be  more 
economical  than  one  worked  by  means  of  compressed 
air,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  hitherto  results  have 
been  in  favour  of  the  ejector.  This  is  due  to  several 
reasons,  among  them  being  (1)  The  great  difficulty  of 
keeping  electrical  plant  in  proper  condition  in  damp 
situations,  and  the  consequent  heavy  maintenance  ex- 
2>enses  both  for  skilled  labour  and  for  renewals.  (2)  The 
greater  wear  and  tear  of  the  working  parts  of  electrically 
driven  pumps  as  compared  with  the  ejector,  in  which 
the  moving  parts  are  reduced  to  a minimum.  However, 
each  case  must  be  judged  on  its  own  merits,  and  the 
system  of  lifting  sewage  in  this  manner  from  several 
stations  by  electric  motor  pumps  may  have  special  ad- 
vantages under  certain  conditions. 

43.  8'leam,  gas,  produce  gas,  and  oil  engines,  electric 
motors,  or  turbines  may  be  used  advantageously  for 
driving  sewage  pumps,  also  windmills.  It  will  always 
be  necessary  in  the  case  of  windmills  to  provide  for  the 
time  when  the  wind  fails.  Also  water  raised  to  a small 
reservoir  by  a hydraulic  ram  or  other  means  may  be 
used  to  drive  a motor  or  work  a lift. 


CHAPTER  YII. 

The  Arrangement  of  Sewers. — General  Principles  of 
Design  of  Sewerage  Systems — Positions  of  Sewers — 
Flushing — Levels — Gradients — Velocity  of  Flow  in 
Sewers. 

44.  After,  and  not  until,  the  site  for  the  outfall  has 
been  chosen,  the  courses  for  the  main  .sewers  and  their 
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branches  can  be  decided  upon.  They  should  be  laid 
out  on  a plan  of  the  district,  aiid  for  this  purpose, 
if  necessary,  a contour  plan  should  be  prepared.  The 
6 in.  ordnance  maps  give  contour  lines  at  every  50  ft., 
besides  spot  levels  ; the  25  in.  ordnance  maps  also  have 
many  useful  spot  levels.  The  engineer  should  supple- 
ment these  by  levels  taken  along  the  valleys  and  else- 
where before  he  fixes  on  the  courses  of  his  sewers. 

45.  To  give  a few  general  principles,  all  sfewers  should 
be  laid  along  the  shortest  and  most  direct  courses.  Long 
branches  or  mains  should,  if  possible,  be  avoided. 
Sewers  should  be  carried  near  to  all  houses  or  other 
places  in  the  district  needing  drainage.  They  should 
be  laid  in  such  positions  that  the  drains  from  houses, 
etc.,  discliarging  into  them  may  not  be  of  greater  length 
than  can  be  helped,  and  that  the  house  connections  may 
have  a fall  of,  say,  about  1 in  40.  Dead  ends  in  sewers 
should  be  avoided  wherever  possible.  Sewers  laid  with 
dead  ends  and  those  with  flat  gradients  will  not  keep 
clean  without  flushing,  ami  may  therefore  be  expensive 
to  n.aintain  m an  efficient  condition.  If  they  are  not 
fluslied  they  may  become  blocked  ujj,  and  certainly  will 
smell  badly.  It  is  best  to  fix  upon  the  positions  of  the  road 
gullies  before  laying  down  the  lines  of  storm  water  or  com- 
bined sewers.  They  are  generally  fixed  not  more  than  200  ft. 
apart  in  busy  streets,  and  not  more  than  600  ft.  apart  in 
suburban  streets.  They  often  have  to  be  fixed  much 
closer  together.  Sewers  should  be  laid  in  perfectly 
straight  lines  between  the  inspection  “manholes.”  These 
places  for  inspection  should  occur  at  every  junction, 
change  of  direction,  or  change  of  gradient,  and  also  at 
stated  intervals  along  straight  lengths.  On  sewers  of 
6 in.  or  9 in.  diameter  the  manholes  should  not  be  more 
than  300  ft.  apart.  On  larger  sewers  the  distance  may  be 
a little  greater.  What  is  called  a “ lamphole  ” is  some- 
times used  instead  of  a manhole  on  straight  lengths  and 
at  points  where  a change  of  gradient  occurs.  The  use 
of  manholes  and  lampholes  is  for  inspecting  and  cleaning 
the  sewers.  They  will  be  described  in  detail  later  on. 

46.  The  sizes  and  diameters  of  the  various  sewers  and 
the  gradients  to  which  they  are  laid  must  be,  if  possible, 
such  that  they  will  be  self-cleansing.  Wherever  this  is 
not  the  case  flushing  arrangements  must  be  provided,  as 
it  is  obviously  -wrong  to  lay  sewers  in  which  solid  matter 
will  remain  and  cause  the  emanation  of  foul  gases  and 
the  ultimate  blocking  up  of  the  sewer.  The  gradient.! 
of  the  sewers  must  be  sufficient  to  produce  such  a velocit;. 
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ill  their  flow  that  no  deposit  may  remain  behind.  It  lias 
been  found  that  this  velocity  should  be  about  3 ft.  per 
second  when  the  sewer  is  flowing  full  or  half -full.  Neither 
is  it  sufficient  to  lay  sewers  at  gradients  which  will  give 
this  velocity  unless  the  volume  of  the  sewaire  flowing 
through  them  is  sufficient  to  make  the  sewer  run  at  least 
half-full.  If  the  flow  is  insufficient  to  do  this  the  velocity 
will  be  reduced,  and  solid  matters  will  be  deposited.  It 
can  thus  be  seen  that  it  is  almost  as  bad  to  have  the 
diameter  of  a sewer  too  large  as  to  have  it  too  small,  and 
that  care  must  be  taken  to  make  sewers  of  the  ricrht  size. 
They  should  be  two-thirds  full  when  taking  their  greatest 
flow,  including  rainfall. 

47.  As  a safe  general  statement,  it  may  be  said  that 
in  sewers  of  6 in.  or  9 in.  diameter  the  velocity  ■should 
be  about  3 ft.  per  second,  in  larger  sewers  up  to  about 
24  in.  diameter  2 ft.  6 in.  per  second,  and  in  sewers  above 
this  size  not  less  than  2 ft.  per  second.  This  is  the  mean 
velocity  when  the  jiipes  are  running  full  or  half-full. 
The  velocity  at  the  invert  will  be  about  25  per  cent.  less. 
These  are  statements  of  generally  accepted  facts,  the 
result  of  experience  and  experiment.  Thus,  speaking 
broadly,  circular  sewers  may  be  laid  to  the  following 
gradients,  at  which,  if  they  are  flowing  full  or  half-full, 
they  will  be  self-cleansing.  Unfortunately  it  is  frequently 
impossible  to  lay  sewers  at  such  good  gradients;  flatter 
gradients  are  in  general  use,  tlie  minimum  falls  being 
1 in  200  for  6-in.  sewers,  1 in  300  for  9 in.  sewers,  and 
1 in  400  for  12-in.,  etc.  ; but  they  should  not  be 
taken  as  standard  by  the  student,  though  the  experi- 
enced engineer  may  use  them  if  compelled  by  the  flatness 
of  the  ground,  jirovided  that  proper  flushing  can  be 
guaranteed. 

Diameter  of  Sewer 


in  Inches.  Gradient. 

6 1 in  1371  Velocity  of 

8 1 ,,  183  • flow,  3 feet 

9 1 , , 206  i per  second . 

10  1 ,,  322'! 

12  1 ,,  386 

14  1 .,  450 

15  1 ..  482  Velocity  of 

16  1 ..  515  flow, 

20  1 ..  643  I per  second. 

21  1 676 

22  1 ..  708 

24  1 ,,  772  j 
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Those  figures  give  a slightly  slower  velocity  than  that 
stated,  according  to  some  formuhe,  viz.,  2.75  ft.  per 
second  for  sewers  up  to  9-in.  diameter,  and  2.3  ft.  per 
secojul  for  larger  sewers;  they  are  merely  meant  as  a 
rough  guide.  There  are  many  excellent  tables  published 
giving  the  velocity  of  flow  in  sewers  of  various  sections 
to  which  reference  can  be  made,  and  which  it  is  not  the 
author’s  present  pui'pose  to  reproduce  or  add  to.  As 
practical  figures  the  above  may  be  of  use  in  dealing  with 
some  oases  where  highly  theoretical  calculations  are  not, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  required. 

48.  As  the  depth  of  the  liquid  in  a sewer  diminishes 
below  half  the  full  bore,  its  velocity  decreases.  It  may 
often  happen  that  when  the  flow  is  least  the  sewage  is 
foulest  and  most  likely  to  leave  a deposit  behind.  If 
possible,  therefore,  the  sewers  in  the  upper  portions  of 
a district  should  have  a greater  slope,  comparatively, 
than  the  larger  sewer’s  below.  That  is  to  say,  they  should 
be  .so  arranged  that  the  velocity  of  the  flow  in  them  may 
be  greater  than  that  required  to  make  them  self-cleans- 
ing, when  properly  charged,  as  a safeguard  against  the 
possibility  of  the  flow  of  sewage  through  them  being  fre- 
quently very  small. 

49.  Very  steep  gradients,  however,  should  be  avoided, 
because  the  flow  in  them  is  generally  very  shallow,  owing 
to  the  rapidity  of  the  current  due  to  their  steep  fall,  and 
this  insufficient  depth  of  water  causes  solid  matters  to 
get  left  behind  and  form  a deposit  in  very  steep  sewers. 
-\fter  the  flow  of  5 ft.  per  second  has  beeii  reached,  it  is 
Well,  if  possible,  not  to  increase  the  gradient.  Tliis 
gradient  for  a 6-in.  sewer  would  be  1 in  43,  for  an  8-in. 
1 in  57,  for  a 9-in.  1 in  65,  for  a 10-in.  1 in  72,  for  a 
12-in.  1 in  86,  and  so  on.  These  figures  are  only  intended 
to  give  a rough  idea  of  the  steepest  falls  at  which  sewers 
will  work  well 

50.  Sewers  which  receive  domestic  sewage  only  are  less 
likely  to  retain  deposit  than  those  which  take  storm 
water.  The  heavy  grit,  etc.,  from  road  gullies  needs  a 
greater  velocity  to  carry  it  along  than  that  required  by 
the  house  sewage. 


Cn.\PTEll  YIIT. 

The  .\rrangement  of  Sewers. — IMinimum  Size  for  Sewers — 
Different  Forms — Changes  of  Direction — Water  for 
Flushing  Purposes — Branches — Connections. 

51.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  it  is  unwise 
to  make  a public  sewer  less  chan  6 in.  in  diameter  >ome 
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autliorities  say  9 in. — to  prevent  the  likelihood  of  stop- 
pages occurring  frequentlj'. 

52.  Sewers  which  will  always  flow  at  least  half -full 
should  be  circular,  as  that  is  the  most  economical  form, 
and  gives  rlie  greatest  velocity  when  flowing  full  or  half- 
full. Circular  pipes  should  be  u.sed  for  all  sewers  up  to 
18-in.  diameter,  or  even  up  to  24-in.  diameter,  according: 
to  circumstances.  Egg-shaped  pipes  would  be  as  good  or 
better  than  those  of  circular  section  were  it  not  lor  the 
fact  that  no  satisfactory  egg-shaped  pipe  is  to  be  got. 
Stoneware  egg-shaiied  pipes  are  untrue  and  difficult  to 
joint.  After  24-in.  diameter,  brick,  stone,  or  concrete 
sewers  must  be  constructed.  In  the  case  of  large  sewers, 
where  the  current  is  variable,  an  egg-shaped  section  is 
better  than  a circular  section,  because  it  will  give  a better 
rate  of  flow  for  shallow  currents,  the  velocity  being  pro- 
portional to  the  square  root  of  section  when  divided  by 
the  wetted  23erimeter. 

53.  With  regard  to  changes  in  the  direction  in  the  line 
of  a sewer,  it  is  well  to  have  no  turn  sharper  than  a right 
angle.  For  sewers  larger  than  12-in.  diameter  it  is  better 
to  make  two  manholes  near  together,  with  a flat  curve 
in  eacli,  and  a length  of  straight  sewer  between  them, 
than  to  make  an  awkwuird  shaiqj  turn  in  one  small  man- 
hole. If  a sewer  is  of  such  a size  that  it  can  be  entered 
for  cleaning  it  caji  be  constructed  on  the  curve  where 
necessary,  as,  obviously,  a sew’er  of,  sa}-,  6-ft.  diameter 
could  not  change  its  direction  wdth  a very  shaiqj  curve 
at  one  small  manhole. 

54.  In  laying  a separate  system  of  sewers,  the  storm 
water  drains  are  generally  laid  at  the  roadside,  while 
the  liouse  drainage  scw’er  is  laid  at  a deeper  level  in  the 
centre  of  the  road.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  storm 
water  sewers  do  not  ijrevcnt  the  connect  dig  drams  from 
the  houses  having  a i^i’oper  fall  into  their  sewer. 

55.  At  the  toji  end  of  each  branch  the  discharge  into  it 
will  jirobably  be  quite  insullicient  to  give  the  iiroiier  rate 
of  flow.  It  w'ill  very  likely  be  too  large  for  its  work  even 
if  laid  in  6-in.  jiiiie,  and  so  will  need  flushing.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  calculate  also  how  soon  the  volume  of 
sewage  reaching  this  sewer  will  be  great  enough  to  need 
the  pipe  to  be  enlarged.  Such  enlargements  must  taki 
]dace  at  manholes  only. 

56.  When  for  any  reason  it  becomes  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  lay  a sewer  on  a curve,  instead  of  letting  the 
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ciii’ve  occur  at  a inauliole,  a manliole  should  be  built 
at  each  end  of  the  springing  of  the  curve. 

57.  The  position  of  existing  streams,  springs,  or  otlier 

sources  of  water,  natural  or  artificial,  useful  for  flushing 
pui'poses,  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when  plan- 
ning the  position  of  a dead  end  or  fiat  gradient  sewer 
needing  flushing.  Much  expense  in  maintenance  may 
very  likely  be  saved  by  doing  so.  , 

58.  When  the  positions  of  the  sewers  have  been  plotted 
on  the  plan,  careful  sections  should  be  made  of  the  pro- 
files of  the  streets  down  which  the  sewers  run.  The  levels 
of  the  lowest  cellars,  basements,  areas,  etc.,  should  be 
shown  by  a dotted  line  on  the  sections.  The  line  of  the 
sewers  should  be  then  plotted  on.  There  should  be  a 
minimum  depth  of  about  3 ft.  of  earth  over  the  tops  of 
the  sewers,  which  should  be  below  the  level  of  anj'  gas, 
water,  or  electric  mains.  The  maximum  depth  for  a cut- 
ting must  depend  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the 
ground.  A cutting,  say,  16  ft.  deep  is  generally  about 
as  deep  as  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  make  in  an 
ordinary  street.  However,  there  are  many  examples  of 
sewers  laid  in  much  deeper  oj^en  cuttings.  It  will  often 
be  well  to  tunnel  for  deep  sewers. 

59.  Where  a branch  joins  a main  sewer  its  centre  line 
should  never  be  below  that  of  the  sewer  into  which  it  dis- 
charges. All  drains,  whether  storm  water,  sewage,  or 
sub-soil,  should  be  kept  well  below  the  level  of  cellars. 

60.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  sewers  in  a town 
should  be  watertight.  They  can  be  made  so,  and,  although 
it  is  by  no  means  an  easy  matter  to  ensure  them,  they 
are  to  be  had  if  the  work  receives  proper  supervision. 
They  should  be  capable  of  standing  a carefully  made 
water  test,  which  should  always  be  applied  before  the 
trench  is  filled  in.  The  lower  end  of  the  sewer  should 
be  plugged,  and  the  sewer  itself  filled  with  water.  The 
engineer  will  probably  have  to  overcome  very  consider- 
able opposition  in  order  to  get  the  .sewers  quite  water- 
tight, but  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  absolute  need 
that  they  should  be  so.  Obviously  it  is  wrong  to  allow 
sewage  to  saturate  the  ground  and  find  its  way  under  the 
houses  along  the  road  where  sewers  are  .'situated,  or  tn 
permit  land  water  to  enter  the  system. 

61.  House  connections  should  always  join  the  sewers 
wherever  possible  at  manholes.  If,  however,  they  have 
to  '-ome  at  points  in  between  they  should  join  by  Y junc- 
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tions  or  by  curved  T I'unctions  in  the  case  of  small 
sewers,  and  by  T junctions  in  the  case  of  large  seweis. 
Junction  pipes  may  be  built  into  a pipe  sewer  if  the 
connection  to  a house  is  to  be  laid  forthwith,  othei"wise 
it  is  best  not  to  put  in  any  provisional  junction  piece, 
which  mil  be  probably  forgotten  or  lost.  House  connec- 
tions are  generally  made  after  the  sewei’s  are  laid,  and 
in  that  case,  if  they  cannot  be  made  at  a manhole,  it 
is  best  to  use  what  is  generally  called  a “ saddle  junc- 
tion.” For  this  a hole  has  to  be  carefully  cut  in  the  pijje 
sewer  of  the  size  of  the  inlet  with  a cold-chisel  and 
hammer.  The  saddle  junction  is  a stoneware  pipe  with 
a saddle,  whidh  fits  against  the  main  pipe,  so  thaj^  a 
sound  cement  joint  can  be  made.  There  is  no  great 
difficulty  or  risk  of  cracking  the  pipe  if  the  work  is 
properly  done.  The  advantage  is  that  the  .sewer  remain.s 
undisturbed.  The  practice  of  inserting  a Y pipe  and 
disturbing  the  sewer  is  not  to  be  recommended.  Saddle 
junotions  similar  to  those  described  are  regularly  used 
for  making  pri\"ate  connections  to  sewers  in  some  of  our 
most  important  towns,  and  have  been  used  by  the  author 
in  his  ordinary  practice. 

Where  for  any  reason  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
leave  a junction  pipe  in  the  sewer  not  connected  with 
a house  drain,  the  socket  of  the  junction  pipe  should  be 
carefully  sealed  off  with  a piece  of  slate  fastened  in 
place  with  a fdlet  of  cement.  This  can  easily  be  cut 
out  when  the  connection  is  made  later  on. 

62.  When  house  connections  join  a brick  sewer,  what 
is  called  a “ drain  block  ” is  generally  used.  This  is  a 
stoneware  block  for  building  into  the  sewer  wall,  having 
a hole  through  it  of  the  diameter  of  the  house  drain  and 
a socket  to  receive  the  last  pipe  of  that  di'ain. 

Iron  pipes  should  be  used  for  sewers  wherever  tliey  are 
likely  to  be  under  pressure  or  where  the  foundations  are 
untrustworthy.  They  should  be  coated  to  prevent  rust, 
and  may,  in  the  case  of  a large  sewer,  be  lined. 

If  a long  length  of  sewer  is  laid  at  a great  depth  it 
may  sometimes  be  well  to  make  one  connection  to  it  from 
an  auxiliary  bi'anch,  laid  at  a higher  level,  to  which  the 
house  drains  may  be  connected  to  save  ihe  trouble  of 
making  a number  of  very  deep  and  difficult  ti'cnches. 

Wherever  it  is  jiossible  to  do  so.  hous<'  connections 
should  run  to  manholes.  Hidden  junctions  of  any  kind 
should  always  be  avoided  as  far  as  ]iossible. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  CoTist  ruction  of  Sewers. — Details  of  Construction — 
Methods — iliiterials — Forms. 

65.  1 ' iiass  on  to  the  actual  constructioji  of  sewers. 
In  the  place  it  is  essential  that  all  sewer’s  siioukl 
have  good  foundations.  They  should  be  so  constructed 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  a settlement,  for,  as  will 
readily  be  understood,  the  least  settlement  will  be  likely 
to  produce  a leak.  The  sewers  must  be  sti’ong  enough  to 
support  any  weight  which  may  come  upon  them  froin 
above,  which,  in  the  oase  of  a shallow  sewer,  may  mean 
the  full  impact  due  to  a heavily-loaded  wheel  of  a trac- 
tion engine  dropping  several  inches  into  a hole  in  the 
road  surface ; or,  in  the  case  of  a very  deep  sewer  of 
large  diameter,  may  be  due  to  a live  load  plus  the  great 
w’eight  of  tJie  eaidh  above  the  sewer,  and  may  be  very 
considerable.  The  necessity  for  a good  foundation  exist.- 
with  regard  to  small  pipe  sewers  quite  as  much  as  for 
the  larger  kinds.  A dip  in  a sewer  is  most  undesirable. 

64.  In  constructing  sewers  their  centre  lines  should  bi 
pegged  out  on  the  ground,  and  the  levels  for  their  gra- 
dients set  up  in  the  following  way. 

Horizontal  sighting  rails  should  be  set  up  at  each  end 
of  a trench  at  such  levels  that  the  line  of  sight  between 
the  two  rails  may  be  parallel  to  the  gradient  of  the 
sewer.  Thus,  if  a sewer  had  to  be  laid  at  a fall  of  1 in 
500,  and  its  trench  were  250  ft.  long,  the  sight  rail  at 
the  top  cml  would  have  to  be  fixed  at  a level  six  inches 
higher  than  the  sight  rail  at  the  bottom  end  of  the 
same  trench,  giving  a fall  of  1 in  500  to  the  line  of 
sight  between  the  tw’o  rails.  By  standing  at  either  end 
of  the  trencli  it  will  be  easy  to  see  wdiether  the  top  of  a 
rod.  cut  to  the  proper  length,  and  held  on  the  bottom  of 
the  trench  at  an,y  point,  or  on  the  pipe  itself,  is  pro- 
jecting above  or  comes  below  this  line  of  sight.  In  this 
way  the  b'ttom  of  the  trench  can  be  formed,  the  con- 
crete fmindatiim  laid,  and  the  sewer  itself  put  in  to  a 
perfect  givulient.  This  is  the  simplest  and  surest  way 
of  laying  jiipes  at  proper  gradients. 

The  levels  thus  set  up  must  be  frequently  checked.  In 
such  positions  the  rails  may  easily  sink  or  get  shifted. 

65.  PijK‘  sewers,  even  of  the  smallest  sizes,  should 
alwa,ys  Ix)  laid  on  concrete.  If  the  earth  is  soft  they  need 
suppoit.  and  if  the  ground  is  hard  rock  they  need 


40 


rJUCTICAL  SE  WE  11  AGE 


bedding  oil  to  it.  Tlie  nicies  must  Jiot  be  laid  s-j  as  to 
rest  on  tlieir  sockets  only.  If  a sewer  pas.ses  near  trees 
the  concrete  will  be  needed  as  an  additional  protection 
against  the  roots,  which,  if  they  once  find  an  entrance, 
will  soon  fill  any  pipe. 

66.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  describe  one  method 
of  laying  pipe  sewers.  There  may  be  variations  to  the 
method  described  which  would  not  alter  the  soundness  of 
the  work.  The  following  is  a description  of  the  general 
practice  in  laying  pipe  sewers  in  the  author’s  experieno-. 

The  trench  is  excavated  carefully  to  the  exact  gradient 
of  the  sewer,  and,  if  the  ground  is  firm,  a layer  of  at 
least  3 ins.  of  concrete  is  put  in  also  to  the  exact  gra- 
dient. If  the  ground  is  treacherous,  stronger  founda- 
tions niuist  be  constructed  as  required.  Bricks  should 
then  be  laid  on  tliis  concrete  (one  brick  laid  fiat  or  on 
edge  coming  behind  each  socket)  to  raise  the  pipes  to  a 
height  at  which  a man  can  easily  reach  the  under -side  of 
each  joint.  It  is  very  important  that  there  should  be 
plenty  of  room  for  the  pipe  jointer  to  make  the  under- 
side of  each  joint.  The  pipes  should  be  laid  with  their 
sockets  uphill,  beginning  at  the  lower  end.  They  can  b- 
supported  temporarily  with  small  props  of  concrete  to 
prevent  rolling.  The  first  pipe  should  be  bedded  and 
tested  for  position  and  level,  then  the  next  pipe  should 
be  i^ut  into  position  and  tested  in  the  same  way.  and  a 
joint  of  neat  cement  made.  Any  cement  projecting  on 
the  inside  of  the  joint  should  be  carefully  removed  with 
a scraper  or  mop.  One  good  method  for  doing  tliis  is  to 
have  a disc  of  heavy  indiarubber,  slightly  larger  than 
the  sewer,  bolted  between  two  smaller  wo^en  discs ; it 
can  be  drawn  through  each  pipe  as  a joint  is  made.  It 
is  well  to  have  two  such  discs,  one  following  behind  the 
other.  The  process,  as  described  above,  is  repeated  for 
each  pipe  las  it  is  laid.  The  cement  should  be  mixed,  not 
too  wet,  in  small  quantities,  and  none  should  be  used 
which  has  once  begun  to  set.  The  very  greatest  care 
must  be  taken  not  to  disturb  or  shake  any  joint  after  it 
is  once  made.  The  slightest  movement  will  me.an  a crack 
in  the  cement.  Each  joint  should  be  finished  off  with  a 
trowel  to  a smooth  face,  tlie  joint  should  be  the  same  all 
I'oiind,  with  no  projecting  piece  of  cement  on  tiie  under- 
side and  no  roughness.  It  is  at  such  places  that  leakages 
occur.  The  joints  should  be  protect^  fix>m  the  sun  or 
frost  while  .setting.  After  the  joints  have  set  for  three 
days  the  sewer  should  be  plugged  at  its  lower  end  and 
filled  with  water.  Each  joint  should  be  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  the  level  of  the  water  at  the  top  end 
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should  remain  constant.  It  is  as  well  to  make  sure  that 
it  does  remain  constant,  because  it  sometimes  happens 
that  a pipe  leaks  through  a crack  on  the  under-side,  and 
the  water  does  not  show  at  once  in  the  trench.  Defective 
joints  should  be  made  good  by  cutting  away  the  cement 
as  far  as  possible  and  re-making  the  joint.  If  a brokeai 
pipe  is  discovered  it  must  be,  of  course,  taken  out ; to 
do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  at  least  three  pipes. 
Joints  should  be  quite  sound,  and  should  not  sweat. 
Such  joints  can  be  easily  made  by  any  man  used  to  the 
work,  and  those  interested  in  sewer  laying  should  not 
be  satisfied  till  they  get  them. 

67.  The  cement  used  for  joints  should  be  exposed  to  the 
air  in  a 6-in.  layer  on  the  floor  of  a dry  shed  for  a week 
or  so  before  being  laid.  If  this  is  done  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  making  the  neat  cement  joints.  If  it  is  not 
done,  the  cement  will  be  apt  to  crack,  or  otherwise  to 
give  trouble  by  bursting  the  pipe  sockets.  When  a length 
of  sewer  has  been  laid  it  should  be  possible  to  see  througli 
it  from  end  to  end,  and  to  see  the  full  circular  section 
throughout.  Sometimes  as  many  as  three  pipits  may  be 
jointed  in  cement  outside  the  trench,  and  after  they  have 
set  for  a week  or  more  may  be  lowered  into  place.  This 
is  perhaps  rather  too  risky  a method  to  recommend,  but 
it  has  been  done  with  success.  When  the  sewer  has  been 
tested  and  found  to  be  qrrite  watertight,  concrete  should 
be  filled  in  round  the  pipes  up  to  the  middle  all  along 
the  trench.  This  should  under  no  circumstances  be  done 
till  the  work  has  been  passed.  Great  care  should  be 
taken  in  filling  the  trench  with  earth  that  no  damage  is 
done  to  the  sewer. 

68.  There  are  very  many  kinds  of  joints  used  for  stone- 
ware pipes,  some  of  which  will  be  mentioned  in  detail 
later.  They  may  be  described  as  the  ready-made  com- 
position joint,  the  same  with  a cement  joint  added,  and 
the  bitumen  joint.  Asphalt  joints  are  used  extensively 
in  Germany  and  elsewhere,  and  are  generally  well  spoken 
of.  The  ready-made  bitumenous  joint  may  sometimes  be 
used  with  advantage,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
when  it  has  once  been  made  there  is  nothing  to  beat 
the  cement  joint  for  stoneware  pipes.  Composition  joiints 
are  apt  to  perish  in  time. 

The  author  has  used  socket  joints  into  which  hot 
bitumen  was  poured,  and  butt-jointed  stoneware  pipes 
having  a joint  made  wth  a steel  clip  and  hot  bitumen 
with  good  results  in  wot  ground. 
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Some  people  like  to  mix  sand  M-'ith  the  cement  for  pipe 
joints.  If  this  is  done  at  all,  the  sand  should  be  added  in 
a very  small  pi’oportion — say  one  part  of  sand  to  three 
parts  of  cement.  If  the  sand  used  for  joints  is  in  too 
large  a proportion  or  too  coarse,  the  joints  will  be 
porous.  Tarred  yarn  is  sometimes  caulked  into  a socket 
before  making  a cement  joint.  It  serves  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  pipes  concentric  and  of  preventing  cement 
from  getting  into  the  sewer.  There  is,  however,  the 
cUance  of  an  end  of  yarn  projecting  inside,  which  Ls  more 
difficult  to  get  rid  of  than  cement.  Such  ends,  when  thev 
occur,  have  to  be  burnt  or  cut  off.  In  veiw  wet  positions 
a cement  joint  may  sometimes  be  made  ty  wrapping  a 
piece  of  light  canvas  or  muslin  tightly  round  the  joint 
while  it  is  setting. 

It  will  be  found  convenient  to  use  stoneware  pipes 
n>ade  in  3-ft.  lengths  instead  of  2-ft.  lengths  as  the 
number  of  joints  is  then  reduced. 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  Construction  of  Sewers  (continued). — Iron  Pipe 
Sewers — Patent  Joints — Danger  of  Water  in  Trenches 
— Foundations — Larger  Sewers  — Ferro  Concrete — 
Elliptical  Sewers  and  their  Gradients — Inverts — 
Special  Joints  for  Pipes. 

69.  Where  iron  pipes  are  used  they  generally  have 
s])igots  and  sockets  with  caulked  blue  lead  and  yarn 
joints,  or  else  turned  and  bored  joints  are  used,  which 
consist  of  a close-fitting  spigot  and  socket  with  machined 
faces;  these  faces  are  smeared  with  red  lead  and  the  pipe 
is  driven  into  the  socket  either  with  a mallet  or,  in  the 
citse  of  large  pipes,  by  using  one  pipe  to  drive  the  other 
home,  a wood  buffer  being  used  between  the  two.  Tlie 
more  expensive  flange  joint  i s also  used  under  exceptional 
circumstances.  With  regaid  to  j-arn  in  joints,  it  has  been 
pointed  out  that  in  the  event  of  a serious  epidemic, 
disease  germs  might  find  a home  in  the  yarn  after  the  rest 
of  the  sewer  has  been  cleansed.  A more  serious  objection, 
perhaps,  is  that  in  time  the  yarn  will  probably  decay  and 
leave  a space  to  be  filled  with  foul  matter.  As  it  is  quite 
eas,y  to  do  without  the  ,varn  b,v  substituting  a cold  lead 
packing  before  pouring  in  the  hot  lead  in  the  case  of 
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iron  juj>es,  and  by  leaving  the  yarn  out  in  stonewai-e 
pitie  joints  it  is  best  not  tu  use  yarn  in  new  work. 
L^oncrete  jiipos  for  large  sizes  are  made  and  used  with 
suocess;  the  joints  are  made  with  cement,  or  with  a 
^teel  clip  and  bitumen.  Ferro  concrete  pipes  are  also 
made;  diese  and  Ferro  concrete  sewers  generally  are 
largely  used  in  America  and  elsewhere. 

/O.  Pipes  may  be  lowered  into  a trem-li  conveniently 
with  a rope  and  hook.  The  rope  is  jrassed  through  tire 
pipe  and  the  hook  is  caught  into  the  rope  so  as  to  hold 
the  pipe  in  a horizontal  position. 

71.  It  is  desirable,  for  several  reasons,  that  water 
should  be  kept  out  of  the  trenches  during  the  oonstruc- 
tion  of  sowers.  This  is  effected  by  means  of  sub.soil  drains 
cr  by  making  temporary  inlets  so  that  the  new  sewer 
may  carry  off  any  wnier  accumulating  in  the  trench 
(these  holes  are  afterwards  sitopped  up),  or  by  pumping 
from  sumps  made  to  take  the  water,  or  by  cutting  the 
trench  through  to  some  point  where  the  watei"  may  find 
a natural  outlet.  lu  some  cases  turned  and  bored  iron 
pipes  have  been  laid  actually  in  the  water. 

i2.  Care  must  be  taken  that  trenches  do  not  hll  with 
rain  water  during  a storm  or  through  the  land  water 
rising  in  them.  If  a trench  containing  a pipe  sewer 
fills  with  water,  the  pipes,  being  water-tight  and  full  of 
air,  will  float,  and  so  break  their  joints.  Whenever  water 
mains  cro.ss  a trench  they  should  be  very  carefully  sup- 
ported with  cliains  or  strut.s,  not  with  ropes.  If  a water 
main  should  break  over  a sewer  trench,  ihe  greatest 
harm  will  probably  be  caused. 

73.  If  the  ground  upon  whicli  sewers  are  constructed 
is  very  unstable,  more  extensive  foundations  must  be 
provided.  The  width  of  the  concrete  bedding  can  be  in- 
creased, and  sometimes,  for  pipe  sewers,  longitudinal 
planks  or  longitudinal  bearers  supporting  cross  b'oaid.s 
are  laid  to  take  the  concrete. 

74.  With  reganl  to  large  sewers,  whether  of  brick  or 
concrete,  it  may  be  readily  understood  that  a circular 
c.f  egg-shaped  sewer  needs  a solid  foundation,  with  a 
level  base.  In  ordinary  firm  ground  a plain  concrete  bed- 
ding may  be  made  of  a width  generally  greater  than  that 
oi  the  sewer.  If  the  ground  is  very  unstable,  this  mdth 
can  Ik;  increased.  If  the  ground  is  marshy,  or  of  running 
sand,  it  is  cu.stumary  to  lay  I'danks  or  hurdles  on  the  toj) 
of  heavy  limbers,  placeil  longitudinally,  so  as  to  break 
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joint,  as  a fonmlation  for  tlie  concrete.  If  necebsar^',  a 
close  boarded  raft  is  made,  and  it  is  a generally  accepted 
fact  that,  with  sufficient  width  and  depth  given  te  tlie 
foundations  so  put  in,  a heavy  sewer  may  be  carried  over 
the  worst  ground.  Pile  foundations  are  also  frequently 
used  for  large  sewers.  Another  method  is  to  construct 
concrete  piers,  carried  down  to  a firm  stratum,  and  hav- 
ing bridged  between  them,  to  build  the  sewer  on  this 
foundation.  When  constructing  a brick  sewer  it  is  often 
found  useful  to  have  what  is  called  a cradle  upon  which 
to  build  it.  The  cradle  is  generally  made  of  timber, 
sometimes  -witli  wrought  iron  ribs.  The  cradle  is  made 
of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  outside  lower  part  of  the 
■sewer. 

75.  In  tlie  matter  of  timbering  the  sides  of  trenches  it 
will  be  found  cheapest  in  the  end  to  err  on  the  safe  side, 
and  to  take  no  great  risks. 

76.  Large  sewers  are  constructed  of  brick,  concrete, 
stone,  iron,  and  ferro-concrete,  even  large  timber  sewt-is 
made  on  the  barrel  principle  are  sometimes  constructed 
abroad,  lalso  sewers  have  beeai  cut  in  tlie  solid  rock  and 
used  without  lining  in  this  country.  They  are  of  various 
sections.  The  circular  form  is  used  for  a large  constant 
flow,  and  the  egg-shaped  sewer  for  a variable  flow.  In 
very  large  .sewers  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  make  the 
shape  altogether  different,  the  width  may  have  to  be 
greater  tlian  the  lieight,  because  the  depth  is  limited, 
owing  to  there  being  very  little  fall  in  the  sewer.  Sewers 
with  vertical  sides  and  flat  roofs  are  sometimes  con- 
structed of  necessity  for  storm  water  for  this  reason. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  roof  of  a sewer  should  not  be 
made  flat  in  many  cases  where  arches  are  used,  and  where 
the  construction  of  a steel  and  concrete  roof  would  l>e 
cheaper,  and  would  allow  a better  fall  to  be  obtained  in 
the  sewer.  For  this  purpose  sewers  of  an  egg-shapcl 
section,  but  without  the  top  semi-circular  arch,  are  some- 
times used.  A flat  roof  is  .substituted  for  the  arch. 

77.  Another  form  worthy  of  notice  is  that  in  wliicli 
there  is  a footway  above  tlie  invert  level  on  one  side  of  an 
cthenvise  egg-shaped  sewer.  The  object  of  this  i.s  to 
make  the  inspection  work  easier. 

Small  brick  sewei-s  are  constructed  in  cement  mortar, 
and  rely  upon  their  jointing,  and  on  the  impcrviousness 
of  the  bricks  tliemsolves,  for  keeping  watertiglit.  IVhen 
they  are  coustriictod  of  two  rim:  work  or  more,  a lin.  space 
filled  witli  cement  can  be  made  all  round  between  the 
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rings.  This  is  called  a ‘‘  collar  joint,”  and  is  for  the  pur- 
})Ose  of  making  them  quite  water-tight.  As  it  is  well 
known  how  difficult,  or  even  impossible,  it  is  to  make 
brickwork  watertight,  owing  to  the  fact  that  bricks  them- 
selves are  likely  to  be  porous,  it  is  clear  that  sewers 
wliich  are  for  foul  sewage  must  be  oonstmcted  with  some 
such  pi-ovision  for  making  them  watertight. 

78.  Circular  stoneware  pipes  are  made  up  to  very  large 
sizes,  and  it  may  be  found  well  to  use  them  for  large 
sewers  if  they  are  regarded  as  a lining  only  and  en- 
closed in  a protecting  mass  of  concrete.  Large  iron 
sewers  are  generally  lined.  A good  example  of  a modern 
sewer  was  one  laid  in  Edinburgh,  near  Loith  Docks.  It 
was  egg-shaped,  and  its  dimensions  were  9 ft.  3 ins.  by 
7 ft.  2 ins.,  and  it  was  made  in  segments.  The  loAver 
part  of  it  was  lined  with  concrete,  the  flanges  of  the 
joints  being  inside.  The  upper  part  of  it  had  the  flanges 
on  the  outside,  and  was  not  lined.  An  iron  sewer  such  as 
the  one  described  has  many  advantages;  it  can  be  laid 
with  rapidity  through  the  worst  ground,  and  will  be 
quite  watertight  and  of  great  strength. 

79.  Elliptical  sewers  are  generally  made  of  one  or  two 
sections,  for  which  the  ordinary  tables  of  velocity  of  flow 
in  sewers  have  been  calculated.  These  sections  are  called 
respectively  the  “old  form”  and  the  “new  form.”  The 
invert  of  the  sewer  of  “ new  form  ” is  of  smaller  dia- 
meter than  that  of  the  “old  form.”  The  velocity  of  flow 
in  such  sewere  should  not  be  less  than  2 ft.  per  second, 
i'he  following  gradients  will  be  safe  for  sewers  of  either 
f >rm  : — 


Size  of  Sewer.  Gradient. 


2 ft.  by  1 ft.  4 in 

1 

ill  540 

2 ft.  3 in.  bv  1 ft.  6 in.  ... 

1 

,,  6401 

( Velocitv  of 

2 ft.  6 in.  bv  1 ft.  8 ill.  ... 

1 

,,  750 

flow  about 

2 ft.  9 ill.  bv  1 ft.  10  ill.... 

1 

,.  850 

2’25  ft.  [lei- 

3 ft.  by  2 ft 

1 

975  ' 

second.) 

80.  It  is  impossible  in  a short  article  to  deal  at  all 
fully  with  the  subject  of  large  sewers.  One  point  needing 
careful  attention  is  that  of  the  invert  of  a sewer.  It  has 
been  found  that  the  scour  will  very  often  wear  through 
ordinary  brickwork,  and  for  this  reason  inverts  in  sewers 
are  generally  constructed  of  some  hard  material,  such  as 
Staffordshire  blue  brick,  granite,  or  vitrified  stoneware, 
nie  glazed  stonewan-e  invei-t  is  apt  to  be  slippery  to  walk 
upon,  and  some  difficulty  has  been  e.xpcrienced  in  keep- 
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ing  the  joints  watertight.  A simple  method  of  formir-tr 
a good  invert  is  to  use  a half-channel  pipe  bedded  on 
concrete. 

Where  sewers  have  to  be  laid  at  very  steep  gradients 
it  is  well  that  they  should  be  of  iron,  to  withstand  the 
scour,  and  to  resist  the  great  pressure  which  miy  at 
times  come  upon  them. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Access  to  Sewers  for  Inspection  and  Cleaning. — Junctions 
Manholes — Various  Forms  and  Details  of  Construc- 
tion. 

81.  Sewers  should  be  arranged  in  such  a way  that  the 
whole  system  may  be  clear  and  easy  to  understand.  The 
less  complicated  it  is  the  better.  The  object  of  the  en- 
gineer should  be  to  construct  straight  lengths  of  sewer 
between  inspection  manholes,  so  that  access  may  be  pos- 
sible to  every  part  by  means  of  rods  or  other  cleaning 
apparatus.  There  should  be  no  sewer  junctions  except  at 
manholes.  Wherever  ]iossible,  the  drains  from  houses, 
surface  water  gullies,  etc.,  should  be  connected  to  man- 
holes in  preference  to  the  sewer.  Xo  doubt  a hidden 
junction  of  any  land  is  an  unsatisfactory  thing,  but 
unfortunately  in  the  case  of  house  connections  they  can- 
not be  avoided  very  often  without  considerable  expense, 
and  it  is  the  general  practice  at  the  present  time  to  take 
house  drains  into  the  sewers  by  junctions  made  in  the 
sewer  itself,  except  where  a manhole  is  close  at  hand. 
It  must  be  seen  that  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  to  have  *o 
disturb  the  main  sewer  every  time  a new  house  has  to  be 
drained,  and  in  designing  a new  scheme,  an  effort  should 
be  made  to  prevent  this  where  possible.  The  iiractice 
of  laying  new  sewers  with  junction  pi]ies  provided,  for 
■connections  which  are  not  going  to  be  laid  at  once,  is  net 
to  be  recommended  for  two  reasons^ — viz.,  as  soon  as  the 
sewer  is  finished  and  the  trench  refilled,  the  position 
of  the  provisional  junction  will,  without  doubt,  be 
lost,  and  very  soon  its  existence  will  be  forgotten, 
and,  even  if  it  is  remembered,  it  is  not  possible  to  make 
an  extensive  excavation  whenever  a new  house  comiecticn 
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IS  made,  in  order  to  find  the  junction  provided.  Again, 
dead  junctions  along  a sewer  will  be  apt  to  retain 
tilth,  and  cause  the  sewers  to  smell  badly,  however  well 
they  may  be  flushed  or  cleaned.  It  is  as  well  to  state, 
before  leaving  the  subject  of  drain  junctions  with  sewers, 
that,  in  the  case  of  pijDe  sewers,  the  Y junction  pipe 

or  saddle  junction  pipe 
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should  be  set  to  rise  sharply 
from  the  sewer,  and  in  the 
case  of  brick  sewers  the 
junction  should  be  kept 
• above  the  ordinary  water 
level  in  the  sewer. 

82.  It  is  necessary  that 
the  wliole  sewerage  system 
sliould  be  under  perfect  con- 
trol for  cleaning  or  testing. 
It  sliould  be  so  designed  that 
the  engineer  can  at  any  time 
tell  without  trouble  wliether 
any  part  is  quite  clean  or 
sound.  For  this  reason  in- 
spection manholes  have  to  be 
made  at  all  places  where 
the  how  of  the  sewage  is 
likely  to  be  checked — viz., 
at  changes  of  gradient, 
changes  of  direction,  and 
places  where  sewer  junc- 
tions occur.  Special  open 

channels,  with  a fall  greater 
than  that  of  the  sewer,  to 
make  up  for  the  extra  fric- 
tion, due  to  the  bends,  etc., 
are  constructed  in  the  man- 
holes. Manholes  are  also 
placed  at  such  distances 
apart  on  straight  lengths 
that  cleaning  apparatus 
may  be  passed  through  from 
one  to  another.  Before  goinr; 
further,  it  will  be  well  to 
describe  the  construction  of 
manholes  and  lampholes. 

83.  IManholes  may  he 
built  of  brick,  stone,  con- 
crete, or  other  suitable 
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jiiaterial,  and  they  must  h<: 
of  such  a size  that  a man 
can  descend  and  work  com- 
fortably at  the  bottom.  The 
shape  should  depend  upon 
the  number  and  positioms 
and  sizes  of  the  sewers  run- 
ning into  and  from  it.  Th(- 
accompanying  diagrams  will 
exjDlain  this.  The  inside 
line  of  the  walls  is  shown 
in  plan  in  each  case,  and 
the  centre  lines  of  the 
sewers  are  shown  by  dashe;- 
and  dots.  In  Fig.  1 the 
oblong  form  of  manhole  is 
shown.  This  shape  is  most 
suitable  for  manholes  on  a 
straight  length  of  sewer. 

Length  is  needed  rather 
than  width  in  such  a case.  Any  work  which  has  to  be 
done  in  it  will  be  along  the  line  of  the  sewer,  such  as 
pushing  a cleaning  rod  downi  and  screwing  fresh  lengths 
to  the  rod  as  it  is  pushed  into  the  sewer.  For  small 
sewers  a length  of  4 ft.  and  a width  of  2 ft.  is  quite 
tile  minimum  size  it  will  be  found  possible  for  a man 
to  work  in.  In  Fig.  2 a manhole  of  the  same  shape  is 
sliown,  with  a slight  bend  in  the  channel.  It  would  be 
well  in  such  a case  to  increase  the  width  a little.  If  the 
manhole  were  constructed  as  in  Fig.  3 the  work  of  clean- 
ing would  be  easier.  If  the  manhole  were  deep  the  exten- 
sion might  take  the  form  of  a pocket — that  is  to  say.  tlie 
extra  bay  need  not  be  carried  up  to  the  ground  level.  A 
Iteight  of  3 ft.  or  so  would  be  enough  for  it.  The  same 
shape,  with  a longer  bay  or  pocket,  is  suitable  wher>^ 
sharp  bends  or  junctions  occur,  as  in  Fig.  4.  In  Figs. 
5 and  6 manholes  square  and  circular  in  plan  are  showm. 
These  shapes  may  be  used  for  deep  manholes  of  all 
kinds,  and  have  the  advantage  that  movement  in  all 
directions  is  possible  to  the  same  extent.  There  are 
important  existing  examples  of  manholes  only  3 ft, 
S(|uare.  The  square  and  circular  forms  are  more  suit- 
able for  manholes  wdiere  changes  of  direction  or  junc- 
tions occur  than  the  oblong  sluqje.  It  is  a matter  of 
opinion  entirely  wdiic.h  of  these  shaiws  showm  in  Figs.  1 
to  6 is  tOie  best.  Local  conditions,  the  material  available, 
depth,  etc.,  may  decide  the  ]>oint.  The  oblong  form,  with 
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jiockets  made  .afc  the  bottom  of  a size  to  make  acce-Bs  to  all 
sewers  easy,  is  perhaps  as  satisfaetory  as  any.  If  neces- 
sary, it  can  be  lengt)hened  to  any  extent  where  many 
junctions  occur. 

84.  In  tlie  accompanying  detail  drawing  of  an  oblong 
manhole  on  a pipe  sewer,  the  manhole  is  shown  con- 
structed for  its  full  length  and  width  for  a height  of 
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4ft.  6in.  above  the  sewer  invert,  with  a semi-circular  arcJi 
above  that  (a  flat  roof  would  do  as  well).  The  main  sewer 
runs  into  a half-pipe  channel,  which  is  -bedded  in  the 
manhole.  It  is  eciually  good  if  this  channel  is  formed  of 
cement  worked  to  a polished  face,  but  unless  the  engineer 
is  rpiite  sure  of  obtaining  men  capalble  of  making  such 
channels  properly  it  is  best  to  put  in  glazt'd  stoneware 
channels  in  manholes.  These  channels  can  be  procured 
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from  makers.  In  the  case  of  lai'ge  sewers  tlie  invens  iii 
tlie  manholes  can  he  imade  of  (blue  brickwork  bedded  iii 
cement.  It  is  as  necessary  that  the  manhole  should  be 
watertight  as  that  the  sewer  should  be  so.  For  ilus 
reason  the  channels  should  lx;  bedded  in  cement,  aii'' 
the  pipes  passing  through  the  walls  of  .the  manhole  should 
also  be  carefully  bedded  in  cement.  The  weight 
of  the  manhole  wall  should  not  be  allowed  to 
come  upon  the  pipes.  An  a.rch  turned  over 
them,  or  a stone  bedded  above  to  take  the  weight 
will  overcome  the  difficulty.  What  is  called  a 
drain  “chute”  is  sometimes  used  at  manholes,  on  the 
sewer  at  the  outgo  end.  This  is  a pipe  with  fin  enlarged 
mouth,  and  it  is  useful  oir  small  sewers  to  facilitate  vh  - 
working  of  rods,  and  also  to  prevent  the  checking  of  a 
Hush  at  tlie  .manhole.  In  the  accompanying  drawintr  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  side  junction  drain  discharges  over 
the  side  of  the  main  channel  through  a curved  clianuei. 
This  arrangement  is  to  assist  the  flow  of  the  sewage  ami 
to  prevent  any  back-flow  up  the  branch.  .Sewers  of  equal 
size  'may,  if  necessary,  join  on  the  same  level.  Imt  snialh  r 
sizes  should  ahvayis  come  alhove  the  main  sewer.  TerTi./a! 
walls  are  built  above  each  channel  to  a level  of  3 ins.  above 
the  top  of  tire  madn  sewer,  and  the  top  of  tire  benching  i= 
sloped  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees  up  to  the  manhole  walls. 
The  vertical  walls  of  the  channel  and  the  sloping  tops 
are  rendered  with  cement  worked  to  a polished,  tixrwelled 
face.  The  reirdering  is  carried  up  the  manhole  walls  to  a 
heiglit  well  above  any  possible  sew-age  level.  Tills  render- 
ing is  a matter  deserving  the  most  cai’eful  attention.  By 
means  of  it  tire  bottom  of  each  manhole  Should  be  made 
so  tliat  tliei-e  are  no  rough  jrlaces  or  projections  to  which 
sewage  can  adhere.  There  should  not  be  any  small  ledge 
left  at  the  top  of  each  channel  pipe,  or  wliero  a pipe  nr.  - 
jects  into  a manhole.  The  rendei-ing  sliould  be  made  flush 
with  all  such  projections,  so  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  place  where  sewa.ge  can  be  held.  By  careful  attention 
to  suoh  nnatters  a cause  of  smell  in  .sewers  will  be  avoided 
The  benching  is  sloped  at  an  agle  of  30  degi^ees  to  ensure 
all  water  falling  rapidly  back  from  it  into  the  channel, 
and  also  in  order  that  it  may  afford  no  resting-place  for 
riuts  to  nest  upon.  If  the  slope  is  made  gi^eater  than  50 
degrees  it  is  difficult  for  a man  to  obtain  a footing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mianhole.  It  is  not  necessary  to  build  th- 
manhole  up  to  the  surface  of  the  ground  for  its  full  size 
In  the  accompanying  di’awing  a square  shaft  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  manhole  is  shown.  It  is.  however,  e.ssential 
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I liat  plenty  of  space  slio\iId  be  left  for  a man  to  work  at 
tlie  bottom,  and,  therefore,  in  aU  cases  it  is  well  not  to 
begin  diminishing  the  size  of  the  manhole  till  a height  of 
about  5 ft.  above  the  benching  is  reached.  After  this 
lieight,  in  the  case  of  oirciilar  manholos,  it  is  custoinarv 
to  begin  retliicing  the  diameter',  giving  them  a conical 
form  in  tlie  case  of  deep  manholes,  and  a domed  I'orm 
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where  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  diameter  quicklx . In 
order  to  take  the  cover  care  should  be  taken  that  the  form 
of  the  dome  is  not  such  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  a man 
to  enter  and  climb  down  the  manhole  on  the  step  irou.s. 
The  curve  of  the  dome  should,  therefore.  Ire  flat,  and  if 
the  shallow  depth  of  the  manhole  renders  this  impos- 
sible, a manhole  of  rectangular  form  should  be  used. 
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85.  Where  nianlioles  liave  to  be  constructed  in  wet 
grouaid  it  is  very  important  that  they  should  be  made 
watertight  above  the  highest  possible  water-level  in  the 
ground.  This  will  sometimes  mean  making  them  water- 
tight by  means  of  rendering  up  to  the  ground  level.  In 
such  ca-ses  it  is  well  to  lay  first  sail-cloths,  tarpaulin, 
or  linoleum  on  the  bottom.  On  this  should  Ije  placed  a 
good  concrete  platform  of  at  least  6 to  1 strength, 
Avith  no  interstices  through  Avhich  water  can  enter, 
'this  platfoimi  should  then  be  rendered  with  cement 
mortar  worked  to  a polished  face.  On  the  platform  thus 
made  the  brick  walls  should  be  built,  and  two  or  more 
iron  weeping-pipes  should  be  built  in  the  bottom  courses. 
These  pipes  will  relieve  the  water  pressure  behind  the 
brickwork,  rvhile  the  rest  of  the  work  is  setting.  It  will 
then  be  quite  easy  to  build  up  the  brick  walls  and  to 
ivinder  them  down  1o  the  floor  rendering.  When  this 
cement  work  has  had  time  to  set  hard — say  in  a rveek 
or  a fortnight’s  time — the  iron  pipes  should  be  carefully 
plugged,  first  rvith  wooden  stoppers  driven  well  in,  and 
tlien  with  neat  cement.  After  this  the  benching  anc 
channels  can  be  finished.  If  by  any  chance  water  should 
leak  in  at  any  crack  or  bad  jAlace  in  the  cement,  it  is 
quite  useless  to  try  to  patch  it  rvith  cement  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  In  such  a case,  a hole  should  be  made  and  an 
iron  weeping-pipe  inserted  well  below  the  leak  to  relieve 
ihe  Avater  pressure.  After  this  pipe  has  be^n  set  in 
cement  iso  that  no  leakage  can  take  place  ix>und  it.  and 
after  the  Avater  has  been  loAverod  to  a level  below  the 
leak  Avhich  has  to  be  repaired,  the  bad  place  can  easily 
be  made  good,  after  Avhich  the  Aveeping-pipe  can  l>e 
plugged  as  already  described. 

This  simpler  method  should  be  noted  by  contractoi's. 
Avho  often  incur  great  loss  in  their  attempts  to  make  good 
leaking  manholes,  ejector  chambers,  and  tanks.  The 
author  has  seen  much  money  Avasted  in  such  attempts, 
and  has  used  the  method  described  many  times  Avith  in- 
variable success. 

86.  Ill  places  Avhere  the  ground  is  A'erv  bad.  the  Stil- 
fgoe  patent  cast-iron  manhole  base,  made  by  Messrs. 
Ham,  Baker,  and  Co.,  may  be  used  Avith  advantage. 
This  is  the  lower  part  of  a manhole  made  of  cast  iron, 
Avhich  can,  of  course,  be  fixed  in  the  AA'orst  ground,  and 
cannot  possibly  leak. 
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87.  The  circular  concrete  manhole  is  also  worthy  of 
notice,  and  may  be  found  economical  in  construction. 
It  consists  of  a concrete  base  on  to  which  complete  con- 
crete cylinders  with  cement  joints  are  lowered.  The 
concrete  cylinders  are  of  great  strength,  and  will  pro- 
bably bo  used  more  extensively  in  the  futui’e. 

88.  Iron  covers  of  various  slrapes  are  used  for  man- 
holes. Tliey  are  square,  oval,  and  circular.  Of  these 
the  circular  is  probably  the  best  shajMj  for  most  cases 
where  manholes  occur  in  tire  road,  because  there  is  no 
trouble  in  placing  it,  as  is  the  case  with  others,  which  if 
])laced  askew  as  regards  the  line  of  the  road  look  bad. 
The  circular  cover  also  cannot  through  carelessness  be 
dropped  into  the  manhole  through  its  frame,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  oval  or  square  i)atterns.  It  has  also  been  fouml 
that  the  oval  cover  has  a greater  tendency  to  “ rock  ” 
that  the  circular.  Covers  should  tit  closely  into  their 
frames ; a loose  fitting  cover  will  often  rise  in  its  frame 
through  stones  getting  in,  and  a rocking  action  will  be 
caused  when  wheels  pass  over  it.  For  manholes  on  the 
footpath  hinged  square  covers  are  generally  used,  and  a 
grating  is  provided  under  the  cover,  which  can  be  kept 
shut  when  the  other  is  open,  to  j)ievent  j)assers-by  falling 
in. 

89.  Entrances  to  manholes  should  be  kept  on  side  walks 
wherever  possible,  so  as  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  wheels 
of  vehicles,  and  also  in  narrow  streets  to  avoid  ol>structing 
the  traffic.  In  the  case  of  large  or  deep  sewers  it  is  gener- 
ally possible  to  do  this  by  having  side  entrances  to  the 
sewers  connected  with  a descending  shaft  on  the  footway. 
In  the  case  of  small,  shallow  sewers,  the  same  thing  can 
be  often  arranged  by  keeping  the  pipes  on  one  side  of  the 
road.  It  is  not  safe  to  tix  iron  manhole  covers  in  the 
roadway  on  steep  hills,  where  skids  are  used,  which  will 
be  likely  to  get  caught  in  the  cover  and  damage  it,  or  even 
lift  it  out  of  place.  Covers  in  the  roadway  should  be  strong 
and  heavy,  to  resist  the  weight  of  heavy  loads,  such  as 
•team  rollers  or  traction  engines.  Light  covers  on  roads 
are  very  likely  to  break.  They  should  be  heavy  also  that 
they  may  not  be  easily  lifted  by  jars  or  by  unauthoriseil 
persons. 

90.  Covers  may  be  either  perforated  with  holes  for 
ventilation  or  closed,  according  to  their  position  and  the 
requirements  of  the  case,  a subject  which  will  be  dealt 
with  later,  under  the  heading  of  “Ventilation.”  Road 
covers  should  present  a sure  foothold  for  horses.  This 
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may  be  accomplished  by  liaving  a specially  rougli  iron 
surface,  or  by  inserting  blocks  of  wood  into  the  cover- 
made  to  receive  them,  or  by  filling  the  spacc-s  with  other 
suitable  material.  One  good  way  is  to  fill  them  with 
broken  granite  and  cement.  This  will,  however,  add  to 
the  weight  of  a cover,  which  may,  in  the  ease  of  one 
already  heavy  enough,  be  a drawback.  The  covers  should 
be  fixed  a quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  road  surface, 
and  should  be  surrounded  with  granite  pitchers  or  other 
suitable  material.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  give 
these  granite  pitchers  a firm  foundation,  otherwise  they 
will  fall  away  from  the  cover  and  give  considerable 
trouble.  Tliey  should  Ibe  bedded  on  conci'ete,  which 
should  take  its  bearing  on  the  solid  earth  or  on  the 
manhole  roof  or  walls. 

91.  In  the  case  of  perforated  covers  it  is  customary  to 
fix  dirt  boxes  to  catch  the  road  material  which  may  fall 
through.  It  is  questionable,  however,  with  a large  sewer, 
having  a good  gradient  and  flow,  whether  this  is  quite 
necessary,  as  the  dirt  falling  through  would  soon  be  car 
ried  away.  Also  it  is  very  probable  that  the  dirt  box  will 
be  neglected  in  some  places.  Covers  must  have  openings 
large  enough  to  admit  a man  and  buckets,  etc. 

92.  Lampholes  are  of  very  little  use.  The  object  of  a 
lam23hole  is  that  a lamjj  ma_v  be  lowered  through  it  into 
the  sewer,  so  that  by  looking  through  the  sewer  from  the 
nearest  manhole  it  may  be  seen  whether  the  .sewer  is 
blocked  up  or  not.  Also,  if  the  sewer  is  blocked  beyond  a 
lamphole,  the  liquid  can  be  seen  standing  in  the  sewer 
from  the  tof).  It  is  obviously  no  good  putting  in  the  ordi- 
nary kind  of  lamjjhole  anywhere  where  a real  jrlace  of 
insj^ection  and  access  is  needed.  Sometimes  places  may 
exist  where  thei’e  is  a very  slight  change  of  direction  or 
gradient  in  the  sewer,  and  where,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
manholes  are  close  at  hand,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
another.  The  Local  Government  Board’s  regulations 
demand  a manhole  or  lamphole  at  such  a jrlace.  It  is 
generally  best  to  put  in  manholes  instead  of  lanqiholes. 

The  lanqjhole  is  generally  a vertical  pipe  taken  out  of 
the  sewer  with  a Tee  junction.  The  weight  of  such  a pipe 
would  be  liable  to  break  the  sewer  and  its  own  sockets  if 
it  were  not  sui^jjorted.  Some  authorities,  therefore,  pre- 
fer a small  vertical  brick  shaft,  constructed  just  like  a 
small  manhole.  The  vertical  jupe  can,  however,  be  sup- 
ported, with,  say,  a 6 ins.  ring  of  concrete  round  it  and  a 
mass  of  concrete  at  the  base.  It  is  generally  made  about 
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9 ins.  in  diameter.  Tlie  vertical  pipe  should  stop  in  a 
pit  below  the  level  of  tlie  ground,  and  the  lamphole  cover 
slxuild  rest  on  tlie  walls  of  this  pit,  so  that  loads  coming 
upon  the  cover  are  not  transmitted  to  the  pipe  or  sewer, 
with  which  the  pit  walls  should  have  no  connection.  The 
remarks  made  about  manhole  covers  apply  generally  to 
lamphole  covers,  with  the  exception  that  lamphole  covers 
are  smaller. 

93.  jManholes  for  sewers  large  enough  for  a man  to  walk 
through  take  the  form  of  an  inlet  shaft  only,  or  inlet 
shaft  and  tunnel,  the  bends  or  junctions  being  carefully 
constructed  in  the  sewer  itself.  Step  irons  are  built  into 
the  walls  of  manholes  to  allow  a man  to  climb  down.  They 
are  generally  spaced  15  ins.  apart  vertically  by  12  ins. 
horizontally  from  their  centre  lines. 

Tt  is  wrong  to  bui-y  a cover.  If  this  is  done  the  man- 
hole it  belongs  to  will  most  probably  be  forgoitten,  and 
will  then  be  a cause  of  obstruction  rather  than  a means 
'.f  access  to  the  sewer. 

94.  Where  house  connections  or  drains  from  surface 
water  guUies  run  to  a manhole  they  should  be  made  to  dis- 
charge into  properly  constructed  curved  channels.  No  junc- 
tions should  be  made  so  as  to  discharge  sewage  wiith  a 
vertical  drop  into  the  manhole,  as  this  will  produce 
splasJiing.  If  nece.ssaiy,  a vertical  pipe  with  a bend  at 
the  bottom  may  be  carried  down  to  the  right  level  out- 
side the  manhole,  and  the  drain  itself  continued  in  a 
straight  lino  above  into  the  manhole  for  cleaning 
run-poses. 

Junctions  made  with  sewers  should  never  be  carried 
through  so  as  to  project  within  the  sewer,  as  they  will 
cause  an  obstruction,  and  filth  will  be  always  liable  to 
adhere  to  such  projections  and  cause  the  sewers  to  smell  ; 
also  great  care  should  be  taken  to  make  good  all  such 
junction  places  inside  the  sewer. 

If  proper  means  of  access  to  sewers  is  provided  it  will 
never  be  necessary  to  bi-eak  them  at  any  point  for 
cleaning 


CHAPTER  XII. 

SPECIAL  PIPES  AND  JOINTS. 

95.  Speaking  generally,  it  will  be  found  best  to  use 
the  plain  stoneware  spigot  and  socket  joints  wherever 
possible,  as  they  are  cheaper  and  cannot  be  beaten  as  to 
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lasting  qualities  and  general  trustwortliiness  when  pro- 
perly laid.  There  are,  however,  many  occasions  when, 
owing  to  a variety  of  circumstances,  it  is  desirable  to 
use  pipes  which  can  be  laid  more  quickly  and  with  less 
labour  than  the  ordinary  stoneware,  cement-jointed  pipe. 

Iron  spigot  and  socket  pipes  with  blue  lead  joints  and 
turned  and  bored  pipes,  and,  in  special  cases,  flanged 
pipes,  should  be  used  where  the  circumstances  make  it 
worth  while  to  incur  the  extra  expense — i.e.,  where  the 
cost  of  the  labour  in  laying  other  pipes  makes  the  total 
cost  of  the  work  greater  than  it  would  be  if  iron  pipes 
were  used,  or  where  great  strength  is  required,  as  in  cross- 
ing a stream  or  passing  through  a treacher-ous  bank. 

96.  The  most  common  form  of  patent  joint  is  that  in 
wlrich  the  outside  of  the  spigot  and  the  inside  of  the 
socket  of  the  ordinary  stoneware  pipe  is  coated  witli  a 
composition  which  generally  consists  of  tar,  sulphur,  and 
sand.  This  is  generally  known  by  the  name  the  Stan- 
ford joint,  and  has  been  largely  used.  There  are  maii\ 
composition  joints  of  this  kind. 

97.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  patents  have  elapsed, 
there  is  a danger  of  the  Sbanfoird  joint,  the  Hassalls  joint, 
and  others  which  come  under  the  heading  of  composi- 
tion joints,”  being  made  of  inferior  composition  which 
will  perish.  It  is  therefore  very  important  that  the 
engineer  should  satisfy  himself  not  only  as  to  the  design 


Fig.  9.-SECTION  OF  COMPOSITE  JOINT. 


of  the  joint,  but  as  to  the  quality  of  the  composition  used 
in  making  it.  With  the  ordinary  Stanford  joint  the 
direct  advantage  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  pipes  require 
very  little  labour  in  jointing.  If,  however,  the  composi- 
tion perishes,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
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tlie  joint  leaking  badly.  The  author  has  on  various  occa- 
sions discovered  joints  wliich  liave  so  perished.  Fig.  9 
shows  the  improved  Stanford  joint,  in  which  the  composi- 
tion forms  the  first  part  of  the  joint  at  the  bottom  of  the 
socket,  and  a cement  joint  is  made  beyond  this.  It  is  no 
doubt  safer  with  the  cement,  but  it  seems  hardly  wortli 
while  to  make  half  a cement  joint  in  this  way.  If  it  is 
possible  to  work  the  cement  in  tlie  trench  and  form  a good 
cement  joint  outside  the  composition,  it  certainly  would 
be  quite  possible  to  make  a good  cement  joint  throughout, 
which  would  be  far  more  trustworthy  than  the  composi- 
tion joint.  Fig.  No.  10  slu)ws  the  ordinary  form  of  Has- 
sall’s  joint.  This  joint  is  used  perhaps  more  than  any 
otlier  for  sewers  in  wet  trenches,  and,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  a ring  of  cement  is  formed,  or  supposed  to  be  formed. 


Fig.  10. 


between  two  rings  of  composition,  great  confidence  is 
placed  in  its  watertightness.  When  the  joint  is  proiferly 
made  the  cement  grout  is  poured  in  at  one  hole  at  the 
top  of  the  socket,  and  finds  its  way  round,  filling  up  the 
whole  of  the  space  and  driving  the  air  before  it,  until 
the  cement  appears  at  the  other  hole  at  the  top  of  the 
socket,  thus  proving  that  the  entire  ring  is  full  of  cement. 
I'here  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  a very  good  joint,  pro- 
vided the  composition  is  right,  and  provided  the  work  is 
properly  looked  after.  But  there  is  always  a jiossibilily 
of  a careless  workman  pouring  cement  into  both  holes  at 
once,  in  which  case  the  joint  would  appear  to  be  (juite 
sound,  and  would  stand  a water  test,  owing  to  the  two 
composition  joints;  but  the  cement  ring,  which  is  trusted 
as  a third  line  of  defence,  is  not  there.  It  is  therefof(! 
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necessary  tu  guard  against  a false  sense  of  security  when 
using  joints  of  this  description.  The  supervision  of  the 
work  siiould  not  be  relaxed  because  patent  pipes  are  being 
used. 

98.  As  an  improvement  of  tins  joint,  the  Doulton's 
grouted  composite  joint  is  especially  designc^fl  for  use  in 


f 


Fig.  11. 


wet  trenches.  To  quote  fro.ni  the  catalogue  “ In  earlier 
joints  of  this  class  the  grout  has  been  poured  into  a closed 
cavity  in  the  socket,  of  small  dimensions,  and  having  ne 
adequate  provision  for  the  escape  of  air  or  superfluous 
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Fig.  12. 


water,  the  operation  therefore  invariably  having  been 
attended  with  risk  of  imperfect  joints.  In  the  ‘grouted 
composite’  joint  the  sealing  chamber  is  of  ample  dimen- 
sions, offering  no  hindrance  to  tlie  flow  of  the  grout.  The 
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fhainbei"  is  closed  by  a band  of  [Hiiutis  fubiic  of  a te.vtun 
such  as  to  retain  solid  particles  of  cement  while  it  allows 
the  escape  of  air  and  superfluous  water.  It  is  this  feature 
of  the  joint  wliich  makes  it  unique.  Risk  of  faulty  joints 
tlirough  confinement  of  air  or  water  is  entirely  absent, 
since  both  air  and  water  filter  away  through  the  pores  in 


Fig,  13. 


the  canvas.  An  absolutely  solid  and  continuous  ring  of 
cement  around  each  joint  can  tlius  be  relied  upon  ; and, 
moreover,  its  presence  is  actually  visible  from  the  outside 
of  the  completed  joint,  an  advantage  not  possessed  by 
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any  joint  used  hitherto.”  This  joint  should  he  very  use- 
ful, but  the  porous  fabric  must  be  of  a quality  to  allow 
air  to  pass  through  it  easily  even  when  wet. 

In  the  Brandram  joint  (shown  in  Figs.  11  and  12)  the 
pipes  employed  are  jDlain  butt-jointed  stoneware  pipes, 
or  sometimes  pipes  with  a rebated  joint  contained  in  the 
thickness  of  the  pipe,  are  used.  A wide  steel  band  (b), 
nearly  equal  in  length  to  the  circumference  of  the  pijies 
to  be  jointed,  coated  with  Dr.  Angus  Smith’s  composition, 
with  each  emd  curling  over  to  form  an  eye  (e),  is  dipped 
into  hot  bitumen.  The  pipes  to  be  jointed  are  generally 
wrapped  round  with  a piece  of  special  bitumenised  papjer 
or  canvas,  and  the  wide  steel  band  is  drawn  closely  round 
the  joint,  as  shown  by  means  of  wire  handles,  while  a 
small  covering  plate  (c)  bedded  in  bitumen  is  placed  under 
its  ends  to  complete  the  metallic  circle.  Hot  bitumen  (b) 
is  poured  over  the  joint  while  this  is  taking  place.  A 
screw-cramp  is  then  applied  and  the  band  tightened  until 
the  bitumen  begins  to  exude  at  the  edge  of  the  band  all 
round  the  pipe.  Staples  (f)  are  then  inserted  in  the 
eyes  of  the  band  from  each  side,  and  further  bitumen  is 
poured  on,  covering  the  staples,  and  the  joint  is  complete. 
Fig.  No.  13  is  from  a photograph  taken  in  a trench 
showing  some  Brandram  jointed  pipes  laid  under  the 
author’s  supervision  in  very  wet  ground,  the  foundation 
Ijeing  running  sand.  Among  the  advantages  of  this  joint 
are  that  it  can  be  made  quickly  and  tested  at  once.  Pure 
bitumen  being  imperishable,  the  joints  should  I'e 
altogether  superior  to  the  composition  joints  already  men- 
tioned, which  composition  generally  consists  of  a mixture 
of  tar,  sulpliur,  and  sand.  A pipe  can  be  readily  removed 
to  insert  a junction,  or  for  any  other  reason,  when  Bran- 
dram joints  have  been  used.  'This  joint  is  very  useful  for 
large  concrete  tube  sewers,  and  has  been  used  by  the  Ports- 
mouth Corporation  for  jointing  42  ins.  concrete  tubes  in 
running  sand. 

99.  IMessrs.  Thos.  Wragg  and  Sons,  of  Bnrton-on-Trent. 
are  makers  of  what  is  knovm  as  the  “Jennings  joinder.” 
It  is  an  ordinary  junction  pijoe  with  a capped  socket, 
designed  for  use  in  the  construction  of  stoneware  pipe 
sewers,  where  it  is  required  to  leave  junctions  for  future 
connections  of  brancli  drains.  The  general  feature  in 
these  “joinders”  or  capped  sockets  lies  in  the  cap  and 
socket  being  in  one  piece,  with  a groove  formed  outside 
the  socket  immediately  behind  tlie  cap,  so  that  the  cap 
may  be  easily  cut  off  with  a chisel  when  it  is  required  to 
make  a junction,  leaving  the  socker  ready  for  the  inser 
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tion  of  the  spigot  of  the  drain  pipe.  B\'  ubing  tliese  cap 
sockets  or  “joinders”  in  new  sewers  laid  in  wet  ground, 
leakage  of  subsoil  water  into  them  through  the  junction 
pipes  is  rendered  impossible.  The  extra  expense  of  the 
joinder  is  a very  small  matter,  Avheieas  the  saving  of 
money  in  using  them  may  be  very  great. 

^lessrs.  Doulton  also  supply  a similar  junction  cap. 
The  cap  fits  over  the  outside  of  the  socket,  and  is  secured 
with  an  ordinai'y  cement  joint,  and,  like  the  “Jennings 
joinder,”  the  cap  is  grooved  on  the  outside  ; it  is  also 
grooved  on  the  inside,  so  that  the  outer  disc  can  be 
readily  cut  off  with  a chisel,  leaving  the  interior  of  the 
socket  ready  to  take  the  branch  pipe. 

There  are  other  methods  adopted  by  pipe  makers 
whereby  the  junction  pipes  may  be  securely  sealed,  and  it 
will  always  be  well  for  the  engineer  to  specify  some  such 
metlnod  of  insuring  that  the  dead  junctions  do  not  c'ive 
trouble  when  laying  the  sewers  in  wet  gi’ound.  The 
junction  pipes  are  frequently  a fruitful  source  of  trouble, 
and  great  expense  is  sometimes  incurred  in  finding  and 
making  good  leaks  which  take  place  through  them. 


ClLViTER  XI n. 

Gullies. — Surface  Gutters — Gullies  Traj^ped  and  Un- 
trapped— Retainers  Ofttm  Useless — Gulley  Tanks. 

100.  Gui.i.ies  should  be  fixed  at  all  places  where  surface 
water  is  likely  to  accumulate;  thus  it  is  necessary  to 
])lace  them  along  the  sides  of  roads  to  take  the  water 
from  the  surface  gutters.  These  gutters  have  necessarily 
to  follow  the  profile  of  the  roads  to  a certain  extent,  and 
the  gullies  have  to  be  spaced  accordingly.  The  surface 
gutters  are  constructed  always  with  a fall  towards  the 
gullies.  'Tire  fall  should,  if  possible,  not  be  less  than  1 in 
100.  On  porous  ground  it  is  often  possible  to  keep  the 
gullies  further  apart  than  in  paved  streets.  They  should 
be  fixed  at  the  bottom  of  every  depression,  and  should  be 
so  arranged  that  there  may  be  no  open  gutters  crossing 
roads.  It  is  well  to  avoid  placing  a gully  at  the  corner 
of  a street,  where  the  wheels  of  vehicles  taking  a sharp 
turn  will  come  over  it,  or  at  any  other  inconvenient 
place. 

101.  The  grids  of  gullies  should  be  of  such  a shape  and 
siae  that  all  the  water  from  the  gutters  may  be  easily 
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received,  and  that  they  may  not  be  easily  choked  with 
leaves  or  rubbish.  This  is.  particularly  the  case  where 
they  are  situated  on  steep  hills,  where  the  water  has  a 
tendency  to  overshoot  the  gully.  In  such  a place  it  is 
essential  that  the  grid  should  be  long  enough,  and  for 
this  purpose  two  grids  are  often  fixed  together.  Grids 
with  diagonal  bars  are  often  fixed  at  such  positions. 

A gully  is  an  inlet  to  the  sewer  covered  by  a grating 
or  other  arrangement  for  protection  and  for  straining  the 
water  passing  into  it.  Such  a gully  may  be  trapped,  and 
may  have  a pit  beneath  its  outlet  for  intercepting  de- 
tritus, according  to  the  needs  of  the  case.  It  is  essential 
that  the  gully  should  be  of  a simple  form,  so  that  it  may 
be  easily  cleaned,  and  also  that  the  drain  from  it  may  be 
accessible  for  cleaning. 

102.  Gullies  are  nnade  of  stoneware  and  iron,  and  they 
may  also  be  built  of  brick,  stone,  or  concrete.  They 
should  always  be  watertight.  As  an  example  of  a small 
economical  gully,  with  a retainer  for  detritus,  it  may  be 
of  use  to  mention  that  a stoneware  T pipe  is  sometimes 
used.  The  bottom  of  the  pipe  is  made  watertight  with 
concrete  and  cement,  and  a grid  is  bedded  over  the  top, 
while  the  branch  acts  as  the  outlet. 

103.  The  simplest  form  for  a gully  would  be  one  for  a 
separate  storm-water  sewer.  All  that  is  necessary  in  such 
a case  is  a small  basin  with  a curved  bottom,  having  an 
outlet  pipe  running  to  the  sewer.  If  the  gully  were  con- 
nected to  a foul  sewer  in  a place  where  ventilation  was  in- 
admissable  a trap,  and  a cleaning  eye  for  access  to  the 
outlet  dmins  would  have  to  be  added.  If.  again,  the  milly 
were  in  a place  where  a great  deal  of  sand  would  be 
washed  into  the  drain,  a large  and  deep  basin,  well  below 
the  outlet  pipe,  would  have  to  be  added.  It  is  well  that 
the  outlet  fi-om  a gully  should  be  larger,  if  possible,  than 
the  drain  to  which  it  runs,  so  that  tliis  drain  may  run 
full  bore,  and  that  there  may  be  no  check  to  the  flow  from 
the  gully. 

104.  AAdiere  thei'e  is  a separate  sewer  for  surface  wuter 
there  is  no  need  for  a trap,  and  where  surface  water 
gullies  discharge  into  a sewer  which  is  not  likely  to  smell, 
and  are  ’n  positions  where  such  ventilation  would  be  un- 
objectionable, there  is  no  need  for  a trap.  Retainers  for 
detritus  are  very  often  fixed  at  places  where  they  are 
quite  unnecessary.  There  is  no  object  in  fixing  a retainer 
to  a gully  unless  it  is  in  some  place  in  which  there  will 
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be  a considerable  amount  of  sand  or  gravel  washed  into 
It.  On  paved  roads  they  are  not  needed  where  the  sewers 
are  well  laid.  It  is  also  (questionable  whether  it  is  not 
better  to  allow  silt  to  go  into  the  sewers.  If  they  are 
well  laid  to  proper  gradients  silt  will  probably  be  carried 
away  with  the  sewage.  As  an  instance,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  at  every  storm  many  tons  of  sand  are  washed 
• through  the  London  sewers  ami  deposited  at  the  outfall 
works  at  Barking,  where  vast  quantities  of  it  may  Ik' 
seen.  It  wdll  probably  be  cheaper  to  remove  tlie  sand 
remaining  in  the  sewers  than  to  have  to  clean  out  all  the 
gullies  after  every  storm.  It  is  sometimes  well  to  have 
catch  pits  for  sand  at  the  manholes  on  the  course  of  a 
storm-water  sewer.  Another  point  to  be  remembered  is  that 
after  a gully  retainer  has  been  filled  beyond  a certain 
point  all  the  detritus  brought  in  will  be  carried  into  the 
sewer  as  if  no  retainer  existed.  Two  more  points  with 
regard  to  gullies  should  also  receive  careful  attention, 
first,  that  the  trap  is  very  likely  to  become  unsealed 
through  evaporation  in  dry  weather  when  it  is  most 
needed;  and  next,  that  the  matter  retained  in  gullies, 
particularly  in  those  situated  in  paved  streets,  becomes 
very  foul  in  the  hot  weather,  and  is  likely  to  smell 
badly  ; as  gully  retainers  are  often  insufficiently  cleaned 
they  are  likely  to  smell,  whether  full  or  not.  For  thesc^ 
reasons  it  seems  well  to  omit  the  retainer  wherever  jdos- 
sible.  which  will  be  in  most  cases,  and  also  to  avoid 
putting  in  traps  where  they  will  be  useless. 

105.  There  are  positions,  such  as  at  the  foot  of  a 
steep  gravelly  hill,  where  a retainer  is  essential.  In  such 
places  the  retainer  should  be  of  ample  size  to  take  all 
the  material  likely  to  come  into  it  during  the  greatest 
storm.  It  should  be  remembered  that  a great  rush  of 
water  will  disturb  all  the  sand  to  a depth  of,  say, 
1ft.  6in.  below  the  outlet,  so  depth  will  be  essential. 
What  is  called  a gully  tank  is  suitable  for  such  positions. 
For  this  a watertight  underground  tank  is  built  of  brick 
or  concrete,  rendered,  with  a grid  over  it  and  an  outlet 
drain  to  the  sewer. 

106.  Gullies  can  generally  be  arranged  to  discharge  into 
manholes  on  small  sewers. 

Where  a small  amount  of  detritus  only  is  expected,  an 
iron  gully  with  a retainer  which  can  be  lifted  out  may 
be  used  with  advantage.  The  gully  is  then  more  likely  to 
be  properly  cleaned  out,  and  is  less  likely  to  smell. 


64 


PKA  OTIC  A L SE IC  EEA  CF. 


107.  Gullies  are  sometimes  placed  under  the  f^x>tway. 
witli  an  inlet  opening  under  the  kerb  and  an  iron  cover 
over  the  gully.  It  is  well  to  put  a vertical  grid  at  such  a 
place  if  the  opening  is  of  a size  to  admit  small  animals. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Sewer  Flushing. — Hand  Flushing — Flushing  by  Natural 
Streams — Flushing  Tanks — Portable  Flushim:  ^'alves 
— Flushing  with  Sea  Water. 

108.  With  regard  to  flushing  arrangements,  it  must  lx* 
remembered  that  at  the  commencement  of  a sewer  there 
is,  as  a rule,  .practically  no  flow  of  sewage,  and  also  that 
sewers  may  exist  which  have  self-cleansing  gradients 
wihen  runmdng  hialf-full,  but  which  generally  have  a 
much  smaller  flow,  and  are,  therefore,  not  self-cleansing. 
Dead  ends  of  sewers  are  sure  to  need  flushing,  except 
under  exceptional  circumstances,  also  sewers  with  insuf- 
ticient  flow,  and  those  with  gradients  too  flat  to  make  the 
sewers  self-cleansing.  It  will  be  seen  that  small  branch 
sewers  are  more  likely  to  need  flushing  than  main  sewers 
laid  at  proper  gradients. 

109.  Sewers  ma.y  be  flurdied  bj-  several  methods.  It  is 
sometimes  possible  to  use  a natural  stream  for  the  pur- 
pose. A small  stream  may  be  dammed  off  and  diverted 
into  a sewer  for  a certain  time  eveiy  day,  or  it  may  b-e 
made  to  fill  an  underground  tank,  the  water  from  which 
is  discharged  suddenly  into  the  sewer.  The  water  from 
the  mains  of  tlie  district  may  be  used  to  supply  such 
a tank.  Also  water  from  carts  or  bath  waste  water  may 
be  stored,  and  used  for  flushing.  Some  of  the  sewage 
itself  may  be  held  back,  and  allowed  to  discharge  at  a 
head  into  the  lower  sewers.  Under  some  circumstances 
the  subsoil  water  ma}"  be  also  used  for  flushing  purpose,  s. 

110.  In  flushing  sewers  h'ss  than.  say.  24in.  diaiutvter. 
or  even  lai’ger,  it  is  well  that  water  should,  if  possible, 
completely  fill  them  from  invert  to  soffit.  The  value  of 
a flusli  depends  more  upon  its  sudden  discharge  than 
upon  the  quantity  of  water  used.  That  is  to  say,  the 
quantity  of  water  which  suddenly  discharged  will  make 
a pipe  flow  full  boro  will  be  more  useful  for  cleaning 
the  sewer  than  ten  times  that  quantity  discharged  at 
such  a rate  that  the  sewer  will  only  run  <]uartor  full. 
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Tims,  it  is  clear  that  it  will  be  better  to  store  water  in 
a tank  and  let  it  off  suddenly  into  the  sewer  than  to  let 
it  run  in  tlirough  a hose,  or  by  any  slow  process. 

111.  Flushing  tanks  are  built  underground  of  brick  or 
concrete  rendered,  or  of  iron.  They  are  made,  if  possible, 
so  that  water  in  them  m’ay  be  a few  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sewer,  so  that  the  head  of  water  may  make  the  velo- 
city of  the  flow  at  the  start  rapid.  The  head  should  be 
as  great  as  possible,  but  it  must  be  limited  by  the  amount 
of  pressure  the  sewer  will  stand.  In  the  case  of  small, 
well-laid  pipe  sewers  a head  of  6ft.  or  8ft.  may  be  given 
with  safety,  but  in  the  case  of  large  sewers  greater  care 
must  be  taken.  The  effect  of  a too  rapid  flush  may  be  ta 
burst  the  sewer,  in  the  same  way  that  an  excessive  rain 
storm  will  sometimes  buret  a laree  brick  sewer. 

112.  Flushing  tanks  are  often  made  in  conjunction  with 
manholes,  and  sometimes  the  manhole  itself  is  used  for 
a flushing  tank.  A flushing  tank  may  be  a simple  ren- 
dered pit  with  an  outgo  at  the  bottom  connected  with  a 
manhole.  A plug  is  inserted  in  the  outgo,  and  the  tank 
filled.  Upon  removing  the  plug  the  contents  will  be  dis- 
charged into  the  sewer.  A syphon  trap  is  fixed  on  the 
outgo  pipe  to  prevent  the  sewer  being  ventilated  into 
the  tank  when  it  is  empty.  A sluice  valve  or  penstock  is 
used  instead  of  the  plug  if  that  is  more  convenient.  The 
outgo  from  the  flushing  tank  should  be  at  least  as  big  as 
the  sewer  into  which  it  discharges.  It  will  probably  be 
found  a more  convenient  arrangement  if  this  tank  is  made 
as  part  of  the  manhole,  so  that  the  water  may  be  dis- 
charged more  directly. 

113.  Speaking,  generally,  the  flushing  tank  as  described 
is  unnecessary,  except  where  special  discharging  appa- 
ratus is  used.  The  simplest  metHiod  for  sewer  flushing 
by  hand  is,  generally,  to  fill  a manihole  with  water  and 
discharge  that  into  the  sewer.  It  is  well  to  proceed  by 
stopping  all  inlets  and  outlets  to  the  manhole,  but  this  is 
not  absolutely  necessary.  It  will  be  enough  sometimes  to 
stop  up  the  outlet  only.  The  following  things  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however: — (1)  The  water  will  have  to 
fill  all  branches  that  are  not  plugged  off,  and  this  may 
meian  usin.2  a great  deal  of  water.  (2)  It  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  get  the  requirefl  quantity  and  pressure, 
to  let  water  stand  at  a depth  of  some  feet  in  the  man- 
hole. (3)  The  water  must  not  Ik'  allowed  to  rise  to  such 
a level  that  it  will  be  above  any  inlets  on  the  branch 
drains  running  to  the  manhole,  otherwise,  instead  of 
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filling  tihe  manhole,  the  water  may  be  finding  an  exit  in 
the  areas  of  houses,  etc. 

114.  Penstocks  are  frequen/tly  fixed  in  manholes  for 
stopping  off  drains  for  flushing  purposes.  There  are 
many  kinds,  and  they  are  very  generally  used.  It  does 
not,  however,  appear  that  they  are  altogether  satisfac- 
tory for  the  purpose,  for  the  reason  that  they  afford 
places  where  foul  matter  may  accumulate,  and  it  is  in- 
consistent to  fix  valves  of  a kind  which  will  tend  to 
collect  dirt  in  mahholes,  after  taking  elaborate  measures 
to  avoid  such  accumulations  of  filth.  As  a rule,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  insert  a plain  plug  of  some  kind  into  a 
sewer  which  has  to  be  stopped  for  flushing.  A conical 
piece  of  wood  covered  with  india-rubber  and  with  a chain 
attached  will  answer  the  purpose,  or,  better  still,  a port- 
able flushing  valve,  e.r/.,  Bosley’s  patent  flushing  block. 
If  the  sewer  is  very  large  it  may  be  partly  dammed  off 
to  allow  water  to  accumulate  to  a certain  height,  which 
is  then  released  for  flushing.  Where  sewers  are  situated 
near  great  tidal  rivers  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  build 
large  underground  tanks,  which  are  filled  by  the  rise  of 
the  tide,  after  which  the  valves  are  shut  and  the  water 
stored  for  flushing  purposes. 

115.  To  do  away  with  the  difficulty  a.nd  expemse  of 
flushing  sewers  by  hand,  as  already  described,  various 
automatic  apparatus  have  been  invented,  and  are  largely 
used,  being  found,  as  a rule,  more  economical  than 
other  methods.  The  more  common  form  is  the  syphon. 
The  automatic  syphon  is  fixed  in  a flushing  chamber 
near,  dr  built  in  conjunction  with,  a manhole.  As  soon 
as  the  tank  is  full  of  water  the  syphon  discharges  its 
contents.  By  regulating  the  supply  the  tank  can  be 
made  to  discharge  at  any  interval  required. 

116.  The  method  of  flushing  sewers  by  means  of  water 
•carts  is  important.  It  is  possible  to  carry  a large  quan- 
tity of  water  in  a cart,  which  should  be  discharged  into 
the  sewer  through  an  outlet  as  large  as  the  diameter  of 
the  sewer  itself,  if  it  is  to  be  used  as  a direct  flush. 

117.  Messrs.  Merryweather’s  patent h}-draulic  apparatus 
for  cleansing  sewers  is  one  in  which  a number  of  small 
jets  of  water  are  used  on  a hose  which  is  put  into  tlie 
sewer  to  be  cleansed.  It  is  said  that  a great  saving  in 
water  is  effected  by  this  apparatus — viz.,  that  it  takes 
only  one-tenth  of  the  water  needed  to  flush  sewers  by 
ordinary  methods.  This,  in  the  case  of  a scarcity  of 
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water,  or  where  an  increase  in  the  flow  is  of  serious  con- 
sequence at  the  outfall,  is  very  important;  also  for 
flushing  large  sewers  tliTOugh  which  a man  can  walk  its 
advantages  are  obvious. 

118.  The  quantity  of  water  needed  for  flushing  a sewer 
will  depend  upon  the  size  of  tlie  sewer,  its  gradient,  and 
its  length,  and  also  upon  the  head  of  the  water  in  the 
tank.  It  is  a matter  which  will  need  careful  considera- 
tion in  each  case.  Bath  waste  water,  rain  water,  etc.,  is 
sometimes  stored  in  a gully  tank,  which  discharges  by 
means  of  an  automatic  syphon  for  flushing. 

119.  Sewers  will  need  flushing  probably  at  least  once 
in  twenty-four  hours.  A large  flush  once  a day  or  once  in 
rwo  days  will  probably  clear  the  sewers  better  than  two 
or  three  smaller  flushes  given  during  the  same  period. 
Sewers  regularly  flushed  will  not  need  anything  like  the 
same  amount  of  water  as  those  which  are  not  cleansed  in 
this  manner  till  they  show  signs  of  becoming  foul  or 
clogged. 

120.  Sea  water  is  used  for  flushing  low  lying  sewers  by 
allowing  them  to  fill  with  water  at  high  tide,  and  letting 
it  discharge  at  low  tide.  The  objection  to  sea  water  for 
flushing  is  that  it  corrodes  ironwork.  It  is  also  said  to 
cause  solids  to  deposit  and  to  produce  putrefaction  in  the 
sewage,  which  I'enders  it  poisonous  to  fish  when  dis- 
charged into  the  sea,  whereas  fresh  sewage  would  not  be 
so  harmful. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Sewer  Flushing  (Continued). — Hand  Flushing — Flushing 
by  Automatic  Syphons — Length  of  Sewer  Flushed  by 
Discharge. 

121.  There  can  be  very  little  doubt,  speaking  gener- 
ally, that  where  a sewer  needs  systematic  flushing,  an 
automatic  apparatus  which  discharges  a flush  regularly 
at  stated  intervals  is  better  than  any  hand  flushing 
arrangement  can  be.  The  quantity  of  water  used  can 
be  regulated  to  a nicety,  and  whatever  water  is  so  dis- 
charged into  a sewer  does  useful  work.  It  must  always 
be  a difficult  matter  where  sewers  are  flushed  by  hand  to 
prevent  a great  deal  of  water  being  wasted.  The  valves 
are  very  likely  to  leak  and  allow  a quantity  of  water  to 
run  into  the  sewer  uselessly. 
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122.  The  following  sketches  show  some  of  the  various 
methods  for  flushing  sewers.  In  Fig.  14  a hand  flushing 
arrangement  is  shown.  A hydrant  pit  is  made  next  to  a 
flushing  pit,  which  has  a trapped  drain  running  to  a 
manhole.  An  earthenware  bend,  carried  up  nearly  to 
the  ground  level  and  covered  with  an  iron  cover,  will  do 
instead  of  the  pit.  When  the  sewer  has  to  be  flushed 
all  sewers  are  stopped  by  plugs  or  penstocks  at  the  man- 
hole, and  a bent  copper  pipe  is  connected  to  the  hydrant 
'by  a union,  and  the  manhole  is  allowed  to  fill.  Wlien 
full,  the  water  is  discharged  into  the  sewer  to  be  flushed 
by  opening  the  valve  or  removing  the  plug.  It  will  be 
seen  that  great  care  is  taken  that  there  may  be  no  pos- 
sible connection  between  the  sewer  and  the  water  main. 


Of  course,  the  bent  copper  pipe  is  only  attached  to  the 
hydrant  when  the  filling  is  going  on.  In  Fig.  15  an 
arrangement  is  shown  which  is  used  in  a case  where  the 
supply  of  water  for  flusliing  purposes  has  to  be  mea- 
sured by  a meter.  A small  main  runs  to  an  open  gully, 
into  which  it  discharges.  There  is  a meter  and  stop 
cock  in  a small  pit  on  tlie  course  of  this  main.  It  is 
very  necessary  that  the  water  main  should  be  discon- 
nected from  the  sewer  in  the  open  air,  and  not  in  a 
closed  gully,  or  as  is  sometimes  done,  by  dipping  it  into 
a pit  of  water  which  has  an  outgo  to  the  sewer.  Such 
careless  arrangements  cannot  be  sufficiently  condemned. 
It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  water  mains  running 
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directly  into  flushing  manholes,  owing  to  the  ignorance 
or  carelessness  of  those  who  designed  and  carried  out  the 
work.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  those  responsahle  to  see  that  such  arrangements  are 
altered.  It  is  possible  that  sewer  gas,  disease  germs,  and 
even  sewage  may  tind  their  way  into  water  mains  con- 
nected to  a sewer  manhole.  If  a water  main  should 
prove  to  be  empty  when  the  valve  is  opejied,  it  will  readily 
'allow  sewer  gas  to  enter  the  main,  and  in  the  case  of 
a bad  stoppage  in  tlie  sewer  it  will  allow  sewage  to  enter. 
It  may  be  said  that  such  a case  is  not  likely  to  occur. 


Fii<.  15. 

but  it  ought  not  to  be  even  remotely  possible,  and  any 
■engineer  or  other  person  who  is  connected  with  the  man- 
agement of  an  old  or  unknown  sewerage  system  should 
look  out  carefully  for  .such  defects,  and  also  see  that  they 
do  not  occur  in  new  work. 

123.  For  practically  the  same  reasons  water  mains 
should  not  be  connected  to  flushing  chambers.  These 
chambers,  though  forming  no  part  of  the  sewer,  have  a 
direct  connection  with  it,  and  this  connection  is  often 
not  trapped,  but  is  kept  closed  with  a valve.  If  it  is 
trapped  there  can  bo  no  guarantee  that  for  various 
reasons  the  trap  may  iiot  at  some  lime  become  unsealed. 
Tln  refore  water  mains  should  never  be  carried  direct  to 
the  flushing  <liamber  unless  the  water  in  them  is  not 
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used  for  drinking  purposes.  It  is  quite  easy  to  dis- 
connect them  in  the  open  air  by  some  such  arrangement 
as  is  shown  in  Fig.  15. 

124.  Flushing  chambers  are  sometimes  constructed' 
above  the  ground  at  suitable  places. 

125.  The  advantages  of  automatic  flushing  for  sewers 
are  so  great  that  it  will  be  w'ell  to  give  a few  examples- 
of  some  of  the  syphons  most  generally  in  use.  The  regu- 
larity of  the  flushing,  perfect  control,  economy  of  water, 
and  saving  of  all  labour  make"  the  use  of  automatic 
apparatus  very  desirable  in  most  places. 

126.  Fig.  16  shows  the  working  and  fixing  of  one  of 
the  Adams  syphons.  It  consists  of  a central  syphon 


Fig.  16. 


with  a deep  water  seal,  which  is  surmounted  by  a dome. 
The  apparatus  is  fixed  in  a flushing  cliamber,  as  shown 
in  Fig.  16.  As  water  rises  in  the  chamber  it  locks  a 
quantity  of  air  in  the  dome  between  the  water  in  the 
deep  itrap  of  tlie  isjqDhon  and  the  water  in  the  dome. 
This  air  is  gradually  compressed  by  the  water  rising 
higher  and  higher  in  the  flushing  chamber,  till  at  last 
a pressure  is  produced  sufficient  to  expel  the  water  from 
the  isyphon  trap  into  the  .sewer,  and  to  set  the  apparatus 
discharging  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  the  <Jiamber. 
It  will  be  seen  that  no  discJiarge  can  take  place  till 
the  water  has  risen  to  the  proper  level,  after  which  the 
whole  of  the  water  will  be  discha-rged  rapidly. 

These  syphons  are  generally  placed  at  dead  ends  of 
sewers,  and  may  discharge  directly  into  a manhole,  as- 
shown  in  Fig.  16. 
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127.  Sometimes  a flush  may  continue  to  be  useful  for 
a great  distance  along  a sewer.  At  first  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient in  volume  to  clean  the  sewer  for  its  full  diameter, 
and  later  it  would  decrease  in  deptli  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  be  useless,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  ordinary 
flow  of  isewage  increases  in  volume  the  further  the  flush 
travels,  so  that  the  flush  water  and  the  flow  of  sewage 
together  may  produce  something  like  the  volume  and 
velocity  of  the  flush  at  its  start. 

128.  In  cases  where  a sewer  is  flushed  by  hand  and 
the  supply  of  water  is  ism.all,  balls  of  various  sizes  are 
sometimes  floated  through  the  sewer,  behind  which  the 
water  backs  up  whenever  the  ball  is  stopped  by  any 
substance,  till  the  pressure  is  sufficient  to  remove  it. 
If  the  sewer  is  very  much  fouled  a small-sized  ball  is 
floated  through  first,  and  then  one  a size  larger,  and 
so  on  till  a ball  of  a diameter  say  lin.  less  than  the  size 
of  the  sewer  is  floated  through.  Whenever  the  ball  stops 
the  water  passes  all  round  it.  and  so  scorn’s  the  sewer. 
.Vs  the  ball  floats  the  greatest  scour  will  be  along  the 
sewer  invert. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  Ventilation  of  Sewers. — Objects  of  Ventilation  of 
Sewers — Steep  Sewers — Influence  of  Atmospheric 
Changes — Prevention  of  Pressure  or  Vacuum,  Essen- 
tial. 

129.  The  objects  to  be  attained  in  ventilating  a system 
of  sewers  are,  first,  that  no  pressure  of  air  or  gas  may 
r>ccur  in  any  place;  next,  that  fresh  air  may  be  freely 
admitted  to  all  parts  of  the  system ; and  lastly,  that  all 
foul  air  may  find  a ready  outlet  at  places  where  it  will 
at  once  be  diluted  by  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  where  there 
will  be  no  risk  of  its  being  a danger  to  health,  and  where 
also  there  can  be  no  objectionable  odour,  harmless  or 
otherwise,  experienced  by  anyone.  The  subject  is  a diffi- 
cult one,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  most  densely  crowded 
districts,  where  houses  are  close  together  and  streets 
narrow,  will  naturally  have  the  largest  sewers  and  greatest 
flow  of  foul  sewage,  needing  a great  deal  of  ventilation, 
and  will  possess  the  fewest  places  where  foul  air  can. 
safely  be  given  off. 
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130.  The  great  difficulty  of  ventilating  sewers  in  such 
places,  and  the  undoubted  objections,  scientific  and  prac- 
tical, which  can  be  justly  made  to  any  of  the  methods  at 
present  used  for  ventilating  such  sewers,  has  led  to  great 
■differences  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  sewer  ventila- 
tion. Such  objections,  if  examined,  will  often  prove  to 
be  not  so  much  objections  to  the  methods  of  ventilation 
as  to  the  existence  of  sewage  at  all.  No  doubt  it  is  not 
an  ideal  state  of  things  that  a large  quantity  of  foul 
sewage  should  be  carried  in  a sewer  through  a crowded 
district,  pipes  from  which  are  connected  to  every  dwell- 
ing-house. Unfortunately,  as  nothing  better  has  yet  been 
■devised,  it  is  necessary  to  make  the  best  of  a bad  job  and 
protect  ourselves  in  every  way  possible.  That  this  can  be 
done  with  great  success  and  safety  has  been  conclusively 
proved. 

131.  The  ventilation  of  sewers  must  be  always  a matter 
■of  common  sense  rather  than  of  rules  and  methods.  It  is 
often  urged  that  a well-laid  sewer  does  not  give  o5  harm- 
ful sewer  gas,  because  all  foul  matters  are  carried  away, 
and  do  not  remain  in  the  sewer  long  enough  to  putrefy. 
This  being  so,  it  is  tilien  urged  that  open  ventilators  can 
be  fixed  at  all  manholes  and  lampholes  along  the  road  or 
elsewhere,  so  that  an  abundance  of  fresh  air  may  enter 
the  sewer.  This  system,  on  the  whole,  is  a good  one,  but 
it  can  only  be  applied  in  certain  places  under  certain 
conditions.  It  must  be  remembered  that  even  fresh 
sewage  may  smell  very  badly,  and,  whether  the  odour  is 
dangerous  to  health  or  not,  it  may  be  very  objectionable. 
If  fresh  sewage  flowed  down  the  road,  for  instance,  in  an 
open  channel,  it  would  be  offensive.  Again,  it  is  possible 
for  sewage  to  accumulate  in  the  best-laid  sewer  at  times 
when  the  flow  is  insufficient,  and  there  is  also  the  prob- 
ability that  a certain  amount  of  foul  matter  will  adhere 
to  the  sides  of  the  sewer  in  time,  and  this  will  certainly 
decompose  and  form  sewer  gas.  Also,  the  engineer  has 
to  provide  against  possible  neglect,  and  even  damage,  to 
the  sewer  in  the  future,  when  accumulations  will  be  likely 
to  occur  and  smell  badly.  For  these  reasons  outlets  for 
sewer  air  should  not  be  put  near  houses,  in  narrow  roads, 
or  in  confined  places.  It  is  well  to  consider  every  inlet 
ventilator  as  a possible  outlet,  there  being  no  do^ibt  but 
that  at  certain  times  sewer  air  will  come  out  there. 

132.  In  order  to  consider  the  principles  upon  which 
sewers  are  ventilated,  it  is  well  to  take  the  simple  case  of 
a long  sewer  receiving  the  discharges  from  a number  of 
house  drains.  Assuming,  first  of  all,  that  it  is  not  ven- 
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tilated  at  all,  it  will  be  seen  that  any  discharge,  such  as 
a lai'ge  flush,  running  into  it  suddenly  will  be  likely  to 
compress  the  air  and  unseal  the  traps  in  tihe  house  con- 
nections, thereby  forcing  the  sewer  to  ventilate  into  the 
house  drains,  as  it  must  be  I'emembered  that  the  pressure 
needed  to  unseal  such  traps  is  probably  between  one  and 
two  ounces  on  the  squai'e  incili  only.  Next,  let  us 
consider  the  same  sewer  with  open  grids  to  manhole 
covers  at  frequent  inteiwals.  As  soon  as  a large  enough 
flush  to  compress  the  air  flows  down  the  sewer, 
air  is  expelled  at  the  covers.  Suppose  that  the 
sewer  should  run  full  bore,  the  air  will  first  be 
expelled,  and  then  drawn  in  from  such  places,  as  the 
water  runs  out  of  the  sewer.  The  same  will  happen  in  a 
less  degree  for  evei'y  sort  of  flow  that  may  pass  down  the 
.sewer.  It  is  jirobable  that  the  air  in  such  a sewer  is 
seldom  still.  The  flow  of  sewage  will  tend  to  make  a cur- 
rent of  air  down  it.  The  air  inside  will  often  be  much 
hotter  than  that  outside,  "and  it  will  theji  rise  out  of  the 
ventilators.  The  wind  passing  over  or  blowing  into  the 
ventilators  is  likely  to  produce  a current,  etc.  It  is  fairly 
clear,  then,  that  a sewer  under  these  circumstances  would 
be  well  ventilated  and,  provided  that  tire  ventilating 
covers  could  be  fixed  in  places  well  away  from  Ironses,  the 
arrangement  would  be  satisfactory.  If  this  could  not  be 
done  without  objection,  it  would  be  necessary  to  riut  in 
ventilating  shafts,  carried  to  a height  and  position  where 
sewer  gas  could  be  safely  discharged.  It  might  be  ima- 
gined that  such  a sewer  could  be  ventilated  easily  with 
one  inlet  point  and  one  outlet  point  at  the  far  end,  where 
a fan  or  other  apparatus  could  be  used  for  drawing  out 
the  foul  air.  This  is  not  so,  however.  A fan  extracting 
the  air  or  forcing  air  into  a long  sewer  would  be  likely 
to  force  the  traps  of  the  house  connections  and  the  road 
gullies  ; also,  the  existence  of  any  unsealed  trap,  opened 
cover,  the  sewer  running  full  bore,  etc.,  would  be  likely 
to  entirely  upset  the  working.  The  impossibility  of  ven- 
tilating a large  system  of  sewers  with  a strong  mechanical 
draught  of  any  kind  may  therefore  lie  seen  at  once.  The 
effect  would,  of  course,  bo  that  only  a very  small  iiart 
would  be  ventilated  at  all.  The  same  objections  apnly  to 
the  method  of  ventilating  a system  of  sewers  by  a fur- 
nace at  the  iKittorn  of  a liigh  brick  shaft,  d’bese  methods 
of  producing  ventilation  can  only  be  useful  in  the  case 
of  a sewer  without  brain  lies,  such  as  a bnig  outfall  sewer. 

133.  Sewers  shoubl  be  so  arranged  tliat  none  of  Ihe 
flow  takes  longer  than  twenty-four  hoitrs  to  reach  the 


74 


PJiACTK'AL  SK  WET! A OK 


outfall.  After  this  time  sewc-r  gas  is  {iroducx'd.  as  distin- 
guished from  the  smell  which  is  present  with  fresh 
sewage.  They  should  be  so  well  laid,  cleaned,  and  flushed 
that  there  may  be  no  accumulations  of  foul  matter.  Yen.- 
steep  sewers  should  be  avoided,  for  the  reas<jn  that  the 
matter  flowing  through  them  is  likely  to  Ije  churned  up. 
when  it  will  smell  very  badly  ; also,  as  already  men- 
tioned, such  sewers  are  likely  to  become  foul  with  solid 
matter  left  behind. 

134.  In  steep  sewers  there  is  a tendency  for  the  air  con- 
tained to  be  carried  past  any  openings  for  ventilation 
along  the  course,  with  the  consequence  that  there  is  an 
undue  discharge  of  sewer  air  at  the  highest  ventilator  on 
the  sewer  wihich  may  be  very  objectionable.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  customary  to  break  the  line  of  sewer  into 
short  lengths  on  a steep  hill.  To  do  this  the  number  of 
manlioles  may  have  to  be  increased.  The  sewer  is  laid  in 
steps  or  ramps  in  the  following  manner.  The  top  man- 
hole is  made  deep,  and  the  sewer  is  caiwied  from  it  at  a 
gradient  as  steep  as  can  be  given  wdthout  producing  bad 
results  to  a point  Avhere  the  sewer  is  as  near  the  surface 
of  the  ground  as  is  safe.  (The  question  of  the  maximum 
gradient  for  a sewer  was  dealt  with  in  Article  Xo.  4.  )• 
When  the  sewer  has  been  carried  as  far  as  possible  a 
small  manhole  is  made,  and  a short,  very  steep  length  of 
sewer  is  taken  to  a larger  manhole  close  by.  The  small 
manhole  referred  to  may  be  omitted  if  the  sewer  is  car- 
ried on  straight  to  the  deep  manhole  at  the  ordinary 
slope,  for  cleaning,  while  the  steep  branch  descends  to 
the  invert  level  in  the  manhole.  The  steep  sewer  should 

• •nter  the  manliole  curved  at  the  bottom,  so  as  to  avoid 
splashing.  Another  method  is  to  carry  the  sewer  to  the 
deep  manhole,  and  allorv  the  fall  to  take  place  in  it  with 
a carefully  formed  curved  channel.  It  is  not  possible  to 
make  a great  difference  in  the  lea'el  of  the  sewer  in  this 
way.  In  both  these  methods  flaps  are  fixed,  if  necessary, 
on  the  inlet  pipes,  and  the  manholes  are  ventilated,  and 
also  the  end  of  each  server  just  above  the  manliole,  so 
that  a number  of  short  lengths  of  sewer  are  made  with  an 
inlet  at  the  lower  end  and  an  outlet  at  the  top  end.  A 
modification  of  this  sy’stem  of  steps  will  prove  to  be  useful 
in  the  case  of  steep  sewers,  which  are  more  liable  to  give 
trouble  than  sewers  at  ordinary  self-cleansing  gradients. 

135.  In  order  to  arrive  at  any  general  conclusions  on 
the  subject  of  sewer  ventilation  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  in  addition  to  the  facts  already  mentioned, 
sewer  gas  is  generally  heavier  than  air.  and  that  some- 
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times  the  atmospheric  air  is  hotter  than  tJiat  iu  the 
sewers,  and  tliat  there  are  often  periods  wiien  there  is  no 
wind;  all  tJiese  things  tend  to  produce  a sewer  full  of  bad 
air,  wliich  has  no  tendency  to  move  or  leave  the  sewer 
except  from  the  flow  of  sewage,  wliich  at  such  times  will 
probably  be  at  its  lowest.  The  fact  that  a sewer  is  full 
of  air  polluted  by  fresh  sewage  is  not  as  satisfactory  as 
might  be,  but,  as  has  been  already  pointed  out,  some 
smell  must  exist,  and  even  if  the  sewer  were  open  along 
its  whole  course  and  a wind  blowing  through  it  this  could 
not  make  foul  sewage  sweet.  When  the  air  from  a well- 
laid  sewer  which  is  jiroperly  kept  is  discharged  into  the 
open,  it  is  generally  believed  that  there  is  no  risk  to 
health.  If,  however,  there  is  any  risk  of  seiver  gas  enter- 
ing a dwelling  house,  the  danger  to  health  is  believed 
to  be  very  great.  This  is  the  gi’eat  danger,  and  whatever 
else  is  done,  the  ventilation  and  arrangement  of  sewers 
must  prevent  the  possibility  of  sew'er  gas  finding  its  way 
into  houses.  It  is  better  to  have  an  offensive  ventilating 
manhole  in  the  roadway  than  to  have  a slight  pressure 
i)f  sew'er  gas  in  the  sewer,  wdiich,  though  jjerhaps  un- 
noticed, will  occasionally  force  the  traps  on  house  con- 
necting drains  and  allow  sewer  gas  to  get  into  house 
drains,  where,  perhaps,  another  step  of  the  same  kind 
will  take  it  straight  into  the  houses.  Thus  the  first  thing 
to  do  is  to  arrange  that  the  sewer  may  have  ventilators 
for  inlet  or  outlet  of  air  at  frequent  intervals.  In  prac- 
tice 600  ft.  apart  is  considered  the  maximum  distance 
at  which  ventilators  should  be  placed.  It  is  better  to  have 
them  much  closer  together — say,  300  ft.  apart.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  must  always  make  a very  great 
difference.  If  pressure  of  air  inside  the  sewer  at  any 
point  is  made  impossible,  the  fact  that  at  times  thei’e  is 
no  current  of  air  along  a sewer  and  that  there  is  no 
discharge  of  sewer  gas  other  than  an  outflow  from  the 
top  of  shafts  does  not  necessarily  constitute  a danger,  and 
may  be  necessary  in  crowded  localities,  where  ventilators 
at  ground  level  are  out  of  the  question. 


CH.'U’TEIl  XVI 1. 

The  Ventilation  of  Sewers  (continued) — Positions 
of  ventilators — Ventilators  muir  flushing  chambers — 
Ventilators  in  crowded  localities — The  use  of  shafts. 

136.  Having  decided  that  frequent  openings  for  ven- 
tilation are  essential  on  a system  of  sewers,  and  that 
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these  must  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any  pressure  of  air 
from  taking  place,  and  any  vacuum  or  partial  vacuum 
being  formed  in  the  sewers,  it  is  next  necessary  to  con- 
sider at  what  places  and  in  what  form  they  should  occur. 

137.  In  the  first  place,  a ventilator  must  always  be 
provided  where  any  large  flush  enters  the  sewer.  Thus 
the  manhole  which  receives  the  water  from  a flushing 
chamber  must  be  ventilated.  The  same  would  apply  to 

.any  other  large  discharge.  This  is  done  to  prevent  a 

vacuum  wliich  would  otherwise  be  formed.  Again,  as 
uny  sewer  may  at  some  time  flow  full  bore,  the  necessity 
of  frequent  ventilators  for  the  same  reason  is  clear. 

138.  In  parts  of  London  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 
the  custom  to  avoid  ventilators  at  the  ground  level,  and 
to  fix  long  shafts  to  allow  the  sewer  air  to  escape  at 
points  as  far  removed  las  possible  from  buildings  and 
other  places  where  their  discharge  would  be  a nuisance 
or  liarmful.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  system  is 
a good  one.  It  has,  however,  been  pointed  out  that  in 

• cold  weather  the  column  of  air  in  a long  metal  shaft 
will  be  chilled  and  heavy,  and  tend  to  prevent  circula- 
tion ; also,  that  when  the  outside  air  is  still  and  mode- 
rately warm,  sewer  air  does  not  rise  in  the  shaft,  and.  in 
fact,  that  under  certain  conditions  of  the  atmosphere 
the  air  will  not  circulate  in  a sewer  ventilated  with  long 
shafts.  These  defects,  however,  and  other  theoretical 

• considerations  are  outweighed  by  practical  results.  The 
alternative  of  having  open  \'entilators  in  narrow,  crowded 
streets — a method  not  only  exceedingly  unpleasant,  but 
also  dangerous  to  health — and  the  other  alternative  of 
closing  any  ventilators,  and  thereby  creating  a pressure 
of  gas  in  the  sewer,  are  both  of  them  imposible  arrange- 
ments. 

139.  It  is,  then,  clear  that  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  the  use  of  long  shafts  to  convey  the  bad  air 
from  sewers  to  safe  places  is  often  essential.  This  does 
not  mean  that  a system  of  sewers  ventilated  throughout 
with  shafts  is  to  be  recommended,  although  the  objec- 
tions generally  raised  to  it  are  more  theoretical  than 
practical.  It  is  chea]icr  and  lietter  to  ventilate  the  sewer 
through  an  open  manhole  or  lamphole  cover  wherever 
possible.  It  must  be  noted  that,  although  the  long  shaft 
will  at  times  ])rodnce  a better  circulation  of  air  than 
would  take  jdace  at  an  open  manhole  under  the  same 
circumstances,  this  advantage  is  outweighed  by  the  fact 
that  a long  shaft  is  just  as  likely  at  other  times  t<> 
retard  the  circulation,  ns  already  stated. 
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140.  The  modern  ventilation  of  sewers  is  based  on  these 
facts,  it  being  clearly  understood  that,  though  a constant 
circulation  of  air  is  desirable,  the  fact  that  it  does  not 
occur  at  all  times  need  not  be  considered  a vital  objection 
so  long  as  no  pressure  occurs  in  the  sewer. 

141.  In  dealing  with  an  ordinary  sewer  it  is  best  to 
have  a ventilating  cover  at  every  manhole  or  lamphole 
where  possible,  and  it  may  often  be  well  worth  while  to 
use  the  road  gullies  for  ventilators ; that  is  to  say,  to 
have  no  trap  to  these  gullies.  This  can,  of  course,  only 
be  done  under  circumstances  where  the  engineer  can  feel 
confident  that  the  flow  of  sewage  is  of  a character  that 
will  not  create  an  offensive  smell  at  the  ventilators,  and 
when  the  gullies  are  in  such  positions  that  a possible 
smell  from  them  would  not  be  a nuisance.  As  an 
example,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  manholes  with  ven- 
tilating covers  at  the  road  side,  and  sometimes  trapped 
gullies  occur  close  to  suoh  ventilators.  Such  methods  are 
inconsistent.  It  is  well,  also,  in  considering  the  pos- 
sibility of  using  road  gullies  as  ventilators,  to  notice  the 
many  open  ventilators  situated  even  in  crowded  places, 
which  we  very  likely  walk  over  every  day,  and  from  which 
we  experience  no  nuisance.  The  fact  that  in  certain 
places  a very  great  nuisance  occurs,  owing  to  open  man- 
hole covers,  probably  points  to  the  fact  that  the  sewer 
there  is  defective  or  badly  kept.  It  is,  perhaps,  worthy 
of  note,  also,  that  some  of  the  places  where  the  worst 
smells  occur  are  not  the  most  crowded.  Open  ventilators, 
for  instance,  exist  at  Westminster  in  roads  which  are  by 
no  means  very  wide,  from  which  there  is  not  any  very 
noticeable  smell.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  open 
manholes  in  certain  sewers  in  more  or  less  open  situations 
in  the  suburbs  which  are  all  the  year  round  a nuisance 
to  those  living  near  them.  There  is  abundant  evidence  to 
prove  that  a well-laid,  properly  kept  sewer  does  not  smell 
badly  at  the  ventilators. 

142.  The  idea  of  untrapped  gullies  as  ventilators  on  a 
good  sewer  in  an  open  place  is,  therefore,  well  worth 
taking  into  account  in  new  work,  and  may  save  expense. 

143.  Storm  water  overflows  generally  act  as  ventilators 
to  the  sewers.  Care  should  be  taken  that  their  position 
is  suitable  for  the  purpose.  There  is  also  likely  to  be  an 
inlet  draught  at  the  outfall,  which  may  need  to  be  con- 
trolled. 

144.  Where  sewers  cannot  be  ventilated  at  the  manhole 
covers  an  air  pipe  may  be  carried  from  the  uiauliole  or 
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lainpliole  to  a convenieiit  place.  This  pipe  is  laid  as  if 
it  were  a sewer,  and  should  take  a straight  course.  If 
necessarydt  can  be  connected  to  a vertical  shaft.  It  inaj- 
-be  possible  also  to  cai'ry  a vertical  shaft  up  direct  from 
the  sewer. 

145.  Ventilation  sliafts  for  sewers  are  generally  not 
less  than  6 ins.  in  diameter  and  circular  in  section,  as 

1 til  at  shape  gives  the  least  friction,  and  consequently  a 
better  draught.  All  bends  are  avoided  as  far  as  possible, 
it  being  estimated  that  a square  bend  will  reduce  the 
velocity  of  the  draught  by  one-half.  Such  shafts  are 
vei'y  generally  made  of  iron,  though  there  is  no  doubt 
: that  if  the  inner  surface  of  the  pipe  were  of  lead  or  other 
metal  not  likely  to  corrode  the  result  would  be  better.  It 
• is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing  to  discover  a ventilation 
pipe  choked  at  its  foot  with  rust,  which  has  formed  on 
the  inside  of  the  pipe  and  fallen  to  the  bottom,  making 
the  shaft  useless. 

146.  Where  an  iron  shaft,  therefore,  joins  an  air  pipe 
in  connection  with  the  sewer  there  should  be  a small  pit, 
with  an  inspection  door,  so  that  if  rust  sliould  fall  it 
may  not  block  up  the  pipe,  and  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  clear  aw'ay  any  accumulation.  Where  iron  ventilation 
pipes  exist  in  old  work  such  pits  should  be  added.  Gal- 
vanised iron  pipes  should  always  be  used  in  preference  to 
plain  iron  pipes,  as  rust  not  only  tends  to  block  the  shaft 
up  at  its  foot,  but  also,  by  making  the  interior  surface 
rough,  retards  tire  flow  of  air. 

147.  The  tops  of  shafts  should  be  protected  with  wire 
caps,  so  that  birds  cannot  build  in  them.  Cowls  to 
extract  the  air  are  useless  in  calm  weather,  when  a 
draught  is  most  needed.  Lamp-posts  are  sometimes  used 
as  ventilator  shafts. 

148.  Mechanical  apparatus  for  ventilating  an  ordinary 
sewerage  system  has  not  proved  to  be  a success,  partly 
for  the  reasons  already  given,  and  partly  because  the  cost 
of  'the  apparatus  and  its  rvorking  is  too  great.  When, 
however,  in  the  case  of  the  Shone  system,  compressed  air 
mains  are  carried  to  various  parts  of  the  system  to  raise 
the  iseAvage,  it  may  be  found  worth  while,  wliere  neces- 
sary, to  create  an  artificial  draught  in  a shaft  by  means 
of  the  compressed  air.  It  goes  almost  without  saying, 
liowever,  that  the  method  of  ventilating  sewers  should  be 
as  simple  as  possible,  and  that,  except  under  very  excep- 
tional ciicumstances,  niechanicai  apparatus  will  be  un- 
uecessaTj. 
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149.  It  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  sj^stem  of  ventilating 
sewers  by  allowing  all  house  drains  to  run  untrapped  into 
them,  and  thus  using  the  vent  pipes  of  the  house  drains 
to  ventilate  the  sewers.  Of  course,  tliere  w’ould  be  no 
objection  to  this  system  if  all  the  house  drains  and  vent 
pipes  were  sound,  and  well  arranged  with  a perfect 
system  of  sewers  to  discharge  into,  but  inasmuch  as  such 
perfection  is  extremely  unlikely  lo  exist,  or  to  remain 
perfect,  the  method  of  ventilating  sewers  through  hou.se 
drainage  systems  cannot  be  considered  safe.  Moreover, 
this  method  is,  at  its  best,  very  unnecessary.  If  the  sewers 
are  fit  to  be  ventilated  through  the  house  systems,  there 
•can  be  no  reason  for  not  ventilating  them  at  many  points 
in  the  streets,  say  at  the  road  gullies,  which  would  be  a 
much  better  method  than  allowing  them  to  ventilate  near 
the  houses,  within  a few  feet  of  bedroom  windows  or 
• chimney  tops. 

150.  Thetopsof  sewervent  shafts  should  be  kept  as  far  as 
.possible  from  all  windows,  chimneys,  or  dwelling-houses. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  crowded  parts  of  London  this  is 
very  difficult.  It  is,  however,  unpardonable  to  place 
them,  as  is  frequently  done,  close  up  against  houses, 
within  three  or  four  feet  of  the  tops  of  chimnej-s,  where 
a down  draught  can  at  any  time  carry  the  gas  emitted 
into  bedrooms.  Glaring  e.xamples  of  this  exist  in  London 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  certainly  not  only  worth  the 
extra  expense  and  possible  unsightliness  to  keep  the  tops 
•of  sewer  ventilation  pipes  at  least  20  ft.  away  from  win- 
dows or  chimneys,  but  to  do  so  should  be  absolutely  obli- 
gatory. 

Probably  the  most  serious  defect  in  the  ventilation  of 
sewers  is  the  careless  way  in  which  vent  pipes  are  placed 
against  buildings. 

151.  Common  sense  and  a careful  study  of  existing  sys- 
tems can  be  the  only  guide  in  the  difficult  subject  of  sewer 
ventilation,  and  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  article  to 
point  out  that,  speaking  generally,  new  sewers  may  be 
safely  ventilated  in  the  roads  at  open  manholes  and 
lamphole  covers,  and  sometimes  at  gulLes,  and  that, 
where  this  cannot  be  done  safely,  shafts  must  be  con- 
nected to  the  sewers  and  carried  to  safe  places,  and  that 
if  such  arrangements  prove  to  be  a nuisance  it  points  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  something  very  defective  in  the 
sewer  itself. 

152.  The  practice  of  building  a vent  pipe  up  in  a wall 
and  so  hiding  it  is  to  be  condemned  if  the  position  is  one 
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in  which  a leak  of  sewer  gas  into  the  wall  would  be  dan- 
gerous. Thei-e  have  been  many  cases  of  such  shafts  which 
have  allowed  sewer  gas  to  enter  into  dwelling-houses, 
especially  where  glazed  stoneware  pipes  have  been  used. 
Hidden  work  of  any  kind  is  always  liable  to  be  a source 
of  danger  in  the  future. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Sea  Ouifalls. 

153.  Crude  sewage  should  never  be  discharged  into  the 
sea  without  purification,  unless  the  existing  conditions 
make  it  certain  that  it  will  be  carried  by  the  currents 
right  out  to  sea,  and  not  taken  along  the  coast  to  be 
blown  or  washed  ashore.  In  choosing  a site  for  an  out- 
fall sewer  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  that  the  posi- 
tion is  one  from  which  the  currents  flow  in  the  right 
direction.  For  instance,  if  the  current  sets  from  west  to 
east  it  would  be  the  greatest  folly  to  place  the  outfall 
west  of  the  town,  as  in  that  case  the  sewage  would  all  be 
carried  past  the  town  in  front  of  it,  and  very  likely  de- 
posited on  the  beach.  It  is  obvious  that  in  such  a case 
the  outfall  should  be  at  the  east  end  of  the  town. 

154.  Before  deciding  upon  any  position  selected,  very 
careful  observations  should  be  taken  and  experiments 
carried  out  at  all  states  of  the  tides  and  currents  to  ascer- 
tain what  will  become  of  sewage  discharged  at  the  point 
chosen.  The  direction  of  the  currents  may  be  ascer- 
tained with  floats,  which  must  be  of  such  a character 
that  the  wind  will  not  be  able  to  blow  them  in  a direc- 
tion different  from  the  current ; at  the  same  time,  the 
action  of  the  prevailing  winds  upon  floating  matters  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of.  The  floats  used  for  such  experiments 
are  sometimes  made  of  long  strips  of  wood,  weighted  at 
one  end,  so  as  to  float  vertically  in  the  water,  the 
greater  portion  being  submerged ; also  a small  float,  from 
which  a bucket  is  suspended,  can  be  sometimes  used  with 
advantage.  In  either  case  the  float  will  be  very  little 
affected  by  the  wind,  and  the  direction  of  the  current  will 
be  made  clearer.  The  currents  at  different  depths  should 
be  tested  in  this  manner— those  close  to  the  shore,  als<> 
the  currents  further  out. 

155.  Under  the  most  favourable  conditions  the  outfall 
sewer  is  generally  carried  out  to  sea  to  the  lowest  low- 
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water  mark,  ami  lias  sometimes  a vertical  dip  into 
tlie  water.  It  is  generally  necessary  that  tile  outlet 
should  be  submerged.  Where  conditions  are  not  so 
favourable  the  outfall  sewer  maj"  have  to  be  carried  far 
out  into  the  water,  the  work  being  done  by  divers. 
Sewage  should  not  be  discharged  against  the  current,  or 
the  flow  will  be  interfered  with.  If  possible,  the  outfall 
should  be  parallel  with  the  currents,  so  that  they  may 
aid  the  flow.  It  is  necessary  to  arrange  that  the  end  of 
the  outfall  sewer  may  not  become  blocked  up  with  sand 
or  stones,  or  be  undermined  by  the  action  of  the  currents, 
or  sink  into  the  sand,  etc.  It  is  also  imjxirtant  that  the 
sewage  discharged  may  not  settle  in  front  of  the  sewer, 
so  as  to  in  any  way  block  up  the  outlet.  It  may  often 
happen  that  an  outfall  sewer  has  to  be  constructed  at  such 
a level  that  during  a great  part  of  the  tide  it  is  full  of 
water,  and  the  pressure  of  the  sewage  is  insulEcient  to 
cau.se  any  discharge.  Also  it  may  hapjK^n  that  there  are 
objections  to  discharging  the  sewage  with  a rising  tide. 
In  such  cases  the  sewer  is  maile  of  a suflicient  size  to  store 
all  the  sewage  flowing  into  it.  .Such  sewers  are  generally 
called  tank  sewers.  It  is  generally  very  necessaiy  to  pro- 
vide them  witli  efficient  storm  overflows,  to  prevent  the 
flooding  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

156.  It  can  w-ell  be  understood  that  if  the  tank  sewer  is 
at  a level  below  high-water  mark  the  sea  water  must  not 
be  alloweil  to  enter  it,  or  the  lower  sewers  of  the  town 
will  be  likely  to  overflow.  It  is  customary  in  such  cases 
to  have  a flap  valve  fixed  on  the  sewer  to  keep  back  tlm 
water,  and  a penstock  to  retain  the  sewage  in  the  tank 
The  flap  valve  is  fixed  as  a sah'guard  in  case  the  jkui 
stock  is  not  closed  wlu'H  the  tide  rises  to  its  level.  The 
penstock  should  be  shut  and  remain  closed  till  the  sewage 
can  be  safely  discharged  wdthout  the  sea  water  running 
into  the  tank  sewer.  It  is  customary  to  fix  a tidal  flap  on 
most  outfall  sewers,  unless  sea  wniffir  is  intentionally 
admitted  into  them  for  flushing  purposes.  This  flap  is 
not  nerxissarily  fixed  on  the  end  of  the  sew'er,  where  it 
will  be  likely  to  become  useless  for  excluding  water 
through  getting  stuck  open,  and  where  it  is  in  an  in 
accessible  position.  It  is  better,  if  jiossible,  to  arrange 
to  have  the  tidal  flap  valve  fixed  in  a,  special  manhole, 
the  cover  of  which  is  above  high-water  mark,  where  it 
can  be  attended  to  and  kept  in  order.  The  retaining  jien- 
strick  should  be  fixed  in  a similar  chamber.  Another 
methoii  by  which  the  sea  water  may  be  excluded  from 
the  tank  sewer,  and  the  cf)ntents  discharged  at 
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low  water  only  is  that  of  the  floating  am  out- 
let. This  consists  of  a float  in  a chamber,  fixed  to  a 

pipe  connected  to  the  sewer,  with  a movable  joint  at  the 
sewer.  As  the  tide  rises  this  floating  outlet  is  always 
kept  above  water  level,  and  after  the  liquid  level  in  the 
tank  sewer  is  reached  no  discharge  can  take  place  till 
the  tide  falls. 

157.  It  is  said  that  fresh  sewage  discharged  into  the  sea 
is  not  hannful  to  fishes,  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
petrifying  sewage  is  very  harmful  to  fish  life.  .Sea  water 
admitted  to  sewers  is  said  to  produce  rapid  decomposi- 
tion. This,  therefore,  is  a further  reason  for  excluding 
sea  water  from  sewers  in  certain  cases. 

158.  That  part  of  an  outfall  sewer  which  i.s  in  any  way 
likely  to  be  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  is  generally 
constructed  in  cast  iron,  or  sometimes  in  steel.  Stone- 
ware or  brickwork  sewers  may  be  used  in  nlaces  where 
they  are  at  sufficient  depth  to  be  well  Ijedded  and  pro- 
tected in  a mass  of  concrete,  but  it  is  necessary  always 
to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  a sewer  on  the  foreshore  is 
liable  to  be  uncovered  and  undennined  by  the  action  of 
the  waves.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  protect  sewers 
against  this  possibility.  Thus  it  is  well  to  support  a 
sewer,  laid  in  sand,  not  only  underneath,  but  also  at  the 
sides,  with  piles  or  other  suitable  protection.  This  will 
generally  be  necessary  up  to  a depth  of  5 ft.  or  so. 
according  to  the  circumstances.  On  a rocky  shore  it  is 
.sometimes  well  to  lay  the  sewer  in  a trench  with 
a substantial  foundation  of  concrete,  and  to  fill 
the  entire  trench  with  concrete,  which  should  follow 
the  general  conformation  of  the  rocks  at  the  surface,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  unsightly  gash  in  the  rocks,  as  fre- 
quently may  be  seen  in  works  on  the  foreshore,  when  ox- 

> posed  at  low  tide. 

159.  When  an  outfall  sewer  comes  above  the  groimd 
level  it  should  be  well  protected  against  vertical  or  lateral 
movement.  This  is  generally  done  with  substantial  tim- 
ber piling  on  both  sides  of  the  sewer,  the  pipes  them- 
selves being  held  by  walings  above  and  lx?low  them. 
Flange  pipes  are  generally  fixed  more  easily  than 
spigot  and  socket  pipes  for  this  work,  because  a l>olted 
joint  may  be  made  under  water,  if  necessary.  Manhole« 
should  be  made  on  the  course  of  the  sewer  in  the  tidal 
water.  These  generally  consist  of  an  inspection  hole  in 
the  iron  pipe,  the  cover  of  which  is  Ixilted  down  and  made 
watertight.  It  is  necessary  fo  remember  fhat  the  outfall 
sewer  should  l»  f j constructed  tliat  there  may  Ix^  no  dan- 
ger to  boats  from  the  cubmerged  piles 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

160.  \Vi*:b  regard  to  storm  overflows,  their  need  arises 
from  tile  fact  that  it  is  a great  advantage  to  get  rid  of  the 
e.xcessive  quantity  of  clean  water,  wliicli  flows  into  a 
system  of  sewers  during  a storm,  which,  if  carried  to  the 
outfall,  would  make  it  necessary  for  sewers  to  he  of  very 
great  size,  and  would  very  much  increase  the  hulk  of  the 
foul  sewage  to  he  dealt  with  in  one  way  or  another.  A 
very  small  sewer  may  he  quite  suflicient  for  the  ordinary 
flow,  hut  if  all  the  storm  water  is  to  he  carried  to  the  out- 
fall a sewer  of  vast  size  may  he  necessary.  There  will  also 
be  chances  of  such  a sewer  bursting  and  flooding  the  lower 
districts.  The  smaller  a sewer  can  be  kept  in  size  the 
greater  chance  will  there  he  of  it  having  a rapid  fli.ov,  and 
-o  keejiing  clean. 

161.  In  designing  storm  overflows  it  must  he  remem- 
bered that  when  a storm  occurs  after  a long  ilrought  the 
first  rush  of  storm  water  through  the  sew’ers  washes  away 
any  deposit  left  in  them  during  the  dry  weather,  and 
thus  it  may  he  more  foul  in  character  than  the  ordinai_> 
'■ewage.  It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  the  sewei's  must 
be  of  a size  to  take  this  first  flush,  and  that  none  of  it 
.must  escape  at  the  storm  overflow  outlets.  As  soon  as  the 
sewers  are  clean  the  flow  of  storm  water  following  the  flrsr 
flush  will  be  clean  enough  to  discharge  into  any  natural 
watercourse,  or  river,  lake,  or  the  sea.  Storm  outlets  can 
he,  therefore,  carried  to  any  suitable  ^roint  at  hand  where 
the  water  may  be  safely  discharged,  or  it  may  be  possible, 
as  stated  in  an  earlier  chapter,  to  discharge  the  storm 
water  into  some  older  an<l  otherwise  <lisused  system  of 
-ewers,  or  into  a disused  outfall  sewer,  or  it  may  l)e  dis- 
charged into  a se])arate  sewer  made  for  the  purpose. 
These  storm  outlets  from  sewers  must  he  taken  from  the 
main  sewer  at  such  levels  that  storm  water  only  can 

' scape. 

162.  The  arrangement  shown  in  the  accompanying 
-ketch  (which  is  copied  from  Baldwin  Latham’s  Sanitary 
Engineering)  shows  how  the  principle  of  the  leaping  weir 
(by  which  waterworks  engineers  manage  to  intercey)t  the 
dear  water  in  a storm  for  use,  and  let  the  flood  water  j)ass 
iway)  may  be  used  for  storm  water  sewers.  In  this  case 
the  liquid  which  flows  with  a low  velocity  in  small  qtianti- 
ties  ks  the  foul  sewage,  and  it  is  all  intercepted  by  jtass- 
ing  through  an  ojK-ning  in  the  bottom  of  the  upper  sewer 
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•and  falling  into  tlie  sc-wer  bt-low,  whicli  rune  to  the  out- 
Ifall.  When  there  is  a great  current  of  clean  storm 
water  in  the  upper  sewer  it  will  leap  over  this  opening 
and  run  to  the  storm  outlet  shown.  In  constructing  this 
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Interceptor  the  opening  through  which  the  foul  sewage 
drops  is  generally  made  smaller  than  is  necessary,  and 
lis  afterwards  enlarged  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the 
case  as  ascertained  by  trials. 

163.  Great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  storm  outflows 
and  sewers  are  of  snflicient  size  to  carry  off  the  flow  due 
to  the  greatest  rainfall. 

The  storm  outlets  should  discharge  in  places  where 
a possible  ventilation  of  sewer  gas  wITl  not  be  danger- 
ous or  objectionable,  k flap  valve  may  be  fixed  at  th^- 
outlet,  and  this  is  needed  particularly  in  the  case  where 
tile  storm  outlets  ai'c  below  the  water  level  of  high  tide. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

T]tc  Maintcnanci'  of  .Srurr.s. 

164.  The.  proper  maintenance  of  sewers  is  a matter 
needing  very  careful  and  regular  attention,  without  which 
the  best-designed  system  is  always  liable  to  fail  in  om 


AXD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


85 


way  or  anotlier.  It  is,  howover,  veiy  ufton  neglected,  witli 
the  result  that  sewers  become  a nuisance  and  a danger, 
and  various  troubles  arise. 

165.  If  a sewer  ventilator  should  give  forth  foul  gases, 
the  first  thought  of  a great  many  ijersons  is  that  it  should 
either  be  stopjK^d  up,  or  that  the  foul  gas  should  be  con- 
ducted elsewhere.  It  goes  without  saying  that  if  such  a 
state  of  things  occurred  in  a properly  designed  system 
the  remedy  would  be  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  smell — 
viz.,  the  foul  matter  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  sewer, 
[f,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sewers  are  so  defective  that 
they  are  not  self-cleansing,  it  is  clear  that  steps  ought 
to  be  taken  to  alter  the  defect. 

166.  The  maintenance  of  sewers  consists  chiefly  of  keep, 
ing  them  quite  clean  and  well  ventilated,  seeing  that  all 
valves  and  apparatus  are  in  an  efficient  state,  and  that  the 
servers  are  sound. 

167.  The  sewerage  system  should  be  inspected  frequently 
and  regularly,  and  the  iuore  often  the  work  is  inspected 
the  less  chance  will  tliere  be  of  any  very  considerable 
work  having  to  be  done.  If  the  system  can  be  inspected, 
say,  once  a fortnight,  it  will  be  found  well  worth  wdiile. 

168.  The  inspection  should  include  looking  into  all 
man-holes  to  see  that  they  are  clear,  and  that  no  stoppage 
exists  in  the  sewer  to  dam  the  sewage  back,  and  to  ob- 
serve if  any  particularly  foul  smell  exists  due  to  a deposit 
of  sewage.  All  flushing  chambers  should  be  examined, 
together  with  the  automatic  flushing  ajjparatus.  It 
ehould  be  ascertained  that  the  syphons  discharge  pro- 
perly, and  do  not  dribble  into  the  sewer  continuously 
instead,  in  which  case  they  will  not  flush  the  sewers. 
All  gully  grids  should  be  inspected  and  cleaned  out  if 
stopped  up  The  gully  catch  basins  and  retainers  should 
be  inspected  once  a week,  and  cleaned  out  whenever 
necessary  ; they  should  also  be  cleaned  out  after  every 
■severe  rainfall.  If  they  do  not  receive  frequent  atten- 
tion they  will  be  useless  for  intercepting  road  grit, 
tlully  basins  and  retainers  should  be  cleaned  with  a hose 
and  brush,  after  the  material  has  been  removed,  and  if 
they  smell  they  should  be  washed  out  with  a deodoriser. 

169.  Manhole  dirt  boxes  should  be  e,niptied_,  and  tlie 
open  gratings  of  manhole  and  laniphole  covers  should 
be  cleared  wherever  necessary  at  the  inspection.  If  any 
bad  smell  other  than  that  caused  by  fresh  sewage  is 
found  to  exist  in  opening  any  manhole  or  in  inspecting 
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any  ventiilator  tho  cause  slieuld  lx;  asceflained  and  re- 
moved. 

170.  Hand  flushing  from  manholes,  lampholes,  and 
gullies  will  be  found  advantageous  under  jjarticular  cir- 
cumstances, in  addition  to  the  ordinary  flushing  arrange- 
ments. 

171.  Iron  vent  shafts  should  be  inspected  occasionally 
bo  see  that  they  are  not  choked,  and  the  rust  pits  at  the 
foot  of  each  should  be  periodically  inspected,  and  cleaned 
out  if  necessary.  No  iron  pipe  with  a bend  at  its  foot 
(should  be  allowed  to  ,go  uhtested,  as  the  chances  are 
'that  the  bend  will  be  found  to  be  blocked  up  with  rust 
from  the  pipe. 

172.  If  inverted  syphons  under  streams,  etc.,  occur  in 
the  system  they  should  be  frequently  inspected  to  see 
that  they  are  working  properly.  If  necessary  they  can 
>be  cleaned  by  means  of  a chain  passing  through  them, 
as  described  in  a previous  article.  If  a catch-pit  occurs^ 
at  the  foot  of  the  descending  arm  of  the  syphon  it  can 
be  cleaned  by  means  of  a ladle  at  the  end  of  a long  jx)le 
without  emptying  the  syphon.  If  the  syphons  exist  in 
dnplicate,  of  course,  the  sewage  can  cbe  diverted  to  one 
syphon  while  the  other  is  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 

173.  Any  part  of  a small  sewer  found  to  be  broken  or 
cracked  should  be  relaid.  Sewers  which  exist  in  places 
where  the  soil  is  porous  and  where  a leakage  would  be 
dangerous  to  living  houses  near,  should  be  periodically 
tested  with  water  to  see  that  they  are  quite  watertight. 
It  is  an  excellent  thing  to  test  the  whole  system  wher<- 
practicable. 

174.  The  maintenance  of  sewage  disjmsal  works  is  a sub- 
ject in  itself,  and  is  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance. 
Space  does  not  allow  of  a detailed  description  of  the  work 
required  being  given.  Failures  are  generally,  if  not 
always,  due  more  or  less  to  neglect.  It  is  well  that  the 
disposal  works  should  be  placed  in  some  conspicuous  posi- 
tion, such  as  at  the  side  of  a railway  or  near  a public 
road,  so  that  if  they  are  neglected  and  a smell  should 
arise  the  matter  may  attract  notice  and  the  defect  be 
remedied  before  serious  harm  is  done. 

175.  The  most  usual  way  of  cleaning  a small  sewer  mucli 
blocked  up  is  by  means  of  rods.  These  rods  are  generally 
made  of  cane,  and  are  fastened  one  into  another,  some- 
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times  with  a screw  joint  and  sometimes  with  a spring 
clip.  They  are  very  like  the  rods  a sweep  uses  for  clean- 
ing a clumney.  A number  of  tools  and  brushes  of  various 
kinds  are  sold  for  use  with  the  rods.  They  may  be  worked 
from  one  manhole  and  passed  through  the  sewer  to  the 
next,  so  that  the  sewer  can  be  thoroughly  cleaned.  Dirt 
so  removed  must  be  collected  at  the  manholes  and  carted 
away. 

176.  A disc  with  cords  attached  to  each  side  of  it  is 
sometimes  pulled  through  a sewer  for  cleaning  it.  A cord 
is  attached  to  a jmint  near  the  edge  of  the  disc,  and  this 
cord  pulls  the  disc  into  the  sewer  edgeways.  The  other 
cord  is  attached  near  the  edge  of  the  disc  at  three  or  four 
places,  so  that  when  it  is  pulled  the  disc  travels  so  as 
to  till  the  sewer  and  scrape  out  any  deposit.  It  is  gener- 
ally best  to  move  it  backwards  and  forwards,  cleaning  a 
short  length  of  the  sewer  at  a time.  To  get  the  cord 
through  the  sewer  in  the  first  instance  it  may  be  floated 
through,  or,  when  this  is  impossible,  a ferret  may  be  sent 
through  the  sewer  with  a string  attached,  a rat  being  let 
loose  in  the  sewer  first. 

177.  The  method  of  cleaning  a sewer  by  floating  balls  of 
various  sizes  through  it  has  been  described  in  a previous 
' hapter  ; sometimes,  also,  an  egg-shaped  ball,  with  a cord 
attached,  is  used,  with  a flush  of  water  behind  it,  for  the 
[)urpose  of  cleaning  a sewer. 

178.  Sowers  of  2 ft.  diameter  and  upwards  can  be 
■cleaned  by  sending  a man  through  them.  It  should  be 
a-emembered  tliat  prevention  is  better  than  cure,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  is  better  to  prevent  the  accumulation 
of  deposit  in  sew'ers  by  flushing  than  to  have  to  clean 
lhem  by  hand.  No  deposit  should  be  allowed  to  syste- 
matically accumulate  in  the  sewers  with  the  knowledge 
of  those  in  charge. 

179.  If  ashes  or  other  improper  substances  are  found  to 
cause  a deposit  in  the  sewers,  the  source  from  which  they 
come  should  be  carefully  ascertained  and  the  cause  re- 
■moved . 

180.  No  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  should  be 
made  without  carefully  considering  how  it  will  affect 
the  existing  work,  and  all  new  w'ork  should  be  carried 
out  as  well  as  the  old  work  ; generally,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  out  better. 


88 


I’HArTK'  M.  W EH  ACE 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

JJixposal. 

181.  The  subject  of  sewage  ilisfujsal  is  one  which  pre- 
sents endless  and  fascinating  probleins  to  the  .scientist. 
For  him  there  is  an  endless  amount  of  useful  work  to  do, 
he  is  ever  seeking  to  di.scover  better  and  still  better 
methods,  and  to  give  the  engineer  exact  reasons  for  tlie 
results  discovered  in  practical  working.  To  him  sewage 
disposal  is  a problem. 

For  the  engineer,  however,  the  case  is  different,  and 
without  any  disrespect  to  the  scientist,  it  may  safely  be 
said  that  the  engineer  can  approach  his  work  in  a very 
different  spirit,  knowing  certainly  that  there  is  no  in- 
superable difficulty  in  inirifying  any  ordinary  sewage. 
In  fact,  where  conditions  are  satisfactory,  it  is  a com- 
paratively simple  matter  to  the  experienced  engineer. 

The  sciervtist  very  properly  seeks  to  ascertain  the  exact 
causes  of  purification,  to  find  the  best  and  simplest  treat- 
ment for  sewages  of  various  kinds,  to  tabulate  results 
obtained,  and  he  is  continually  experimenting  with  new 
methods,  with  the  object  of  finding  out  such  things  as 
how  to  treat  sewage  on  the  smallest  possible  area,  how 
to  eliminate  sludge,  how  to  treat  the  sludge  thus  ex- 
tracted so  as  to  get  rid  of  it  without  nuisance,  how  to 
produce  an  effluent  of  absolute  chemical  and  bacterial 
purity,  or  how  to  prevent  clogging  of  filters.  All  'ihe 
results  obtained  have  their  uses,  and  the  engineer  avails 
liimself  of  them,  but,  owing  to  the  vastness  of  the  work 
before  the  scientist,  he  occasionally  becomes  extremely 
pessimistic,  and  tells  the  world  in  general  that  he  has 
but  touched  the  fringe  of  the  subject,  and  that  the  great 
sewage  disposal  problem  remains  unsolved. 

Though  this  may  be  true  from  the  scientist’s  point 
of  view,  it  is,  practically  speaking,  an  absurd  statement, 
as  the  many  excellent  wmrks  constructed  of  late  years 
prove. 

182.  Unfortunately,  there  has  been  a very  strong  ten- 
dency for  individuals  to  xirge  the  merits  of  the  particular 
system  on  which  they  have  been  working,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  methods  of  equal  worth  upon  which  they 
have  had  little  or  no  experience.  The  .scientist  whose  life 
work  has  been  the  perfection  of  the  X system  does  not 
hesitate  to  tell  us  that  the  A'  system  is  dead  and  useless;^ 
similarly,  ihe  eminent  inventor  or  discoverer  of  the  V 
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sj'steiu  does  nut  hesitate  to  cumlenin  the  X system  with 
vigour.  JNot  only  so,  but  each  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
bitterly  opposing  all  otlier  methods  of  sew'age  purifica- 
tion, so  that  the  effect  on  tlie  lay  mind  has  been  that 
the  wdiole  subject  of  sewage  purification  is  an  unsatis- 
factory problem,  the  proper  solution  to  which  has  yet 
to  be  found.  People  have  even  taken  sides  at  municipal 
elections,  calling  themselves  “ bacterialists  ” and  “anti 
bacterialists.”  This  actually  happened  at  a towm  in  the 
iVest  Country,  and  serves  to  show  the  foolish  w'ay  in 
which  people  have  taken  sides  over  the  matter. 

£y  practical  men,  with  knowledge  of  sewage  disposal, 
these  differences  among  scientific  men  are  looked  upon  as 
purely  academic  discussions,  useful,  no  doubt,  but  by 
no  means  affecting  the  undoubted  fact  that  ordinary 
sewage  can  be  purified,  and  is  being  purified  satisfac- 
torily and  economically  at  all  works  properly  designed, 
constructed,  maintained,  and  attended  to,  of  which  wmrks 
there  are  not  a few’  in  e.xistence  at  the  present  time. 

The  causes  of  failure,  where  they  occur,  are  almost 
always  ^>erfectly  obvious  to  the  experienced  engineer. 

183.  To  start  at  the  very  beginning,  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  if  a bucket  full  of  the  foulest  sewage  were 
poured  out  upon  the  surface  of  a loamy,  ploughed  field, 
it  would  soo:i  1-)^  purified. 

The  liquid  w’ould  soak  awa^^  into  the  ground,  and  soon 
become  harmless,  and  the  solids  would  disappear  in  a 
short  time.  Tlris  would  happen  in  the  same  way  that  all 
foul  matters  lying  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  have, 
since  the  world  began,  been  resolved  into  harmless  consti- 
tuents by  natural  processes. 

184.  It  is  clear,  then,  that,  given  sufficient  area  of 
land  and  proper  distribution  and  attention,  crude  sewage 
can  be  purified  on  lanif.  AVhether  the  method  is  practi- 
cally possible,  economical,  unaccompanied  by  smell  and 
so  forth,  is  a separate  matter,  which  can  only  be  con- 
sidered when  the  special  conditions  of  the  case  are 
known. 

185.  It  is  acknowledged  that  sewage  passing  through 
sand  or  loam  or  most  earths  is  thereby  filtered  and  puri- 
fied to  a degree,  and  the  scientist  tells  us  that  the  puri- 
fication effected  is  due  largely  to  the  action  of  certain 
micro-organisms  present  in  the  land  and  in  the  sewage. 

186.  E.xperience  proved  that  certain  land  was  better 
than  others  for  the  purification  of  .sewage,  and  efforts 
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were  successfully  made  to  pr(*pare  laud  tyj  that  it  might 
|)ossess  the  characteristics  that  were  found  txi  give  the 
Ijest  results.  Hence,  acres  of  porous,  sandy,  or  gravelly, 
under-drained  land  were  prepared  als^j  with  euccess,  so 
that  ttlxe  area  could  be  reduced.  This,  attain,  le<i  to  the 
construction  of  filters  of  various  kinds. 

187.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  all  mo<lern  methods 
of  j)nrification  in  general  use  consist  of  filters  of  one  kind 
oj'  another  under  many  diffei'ent  names,  and  that  after 
all  has  been  said  and  done  the  undisputed  fact  remains 
common  to  all  systems  that  for  its  final  purification 
sewage  must  be  brought  into  contact  with  some  medium 
on  which  the  micro-organisms  necessary  for  sewage  puri- 
fication can  exist.  Horv  tliis  may  best  be  done  is  a 
matter  needing  veiy  careful  consideration  in  each  case. 
Tile  ijossibilities  are  endless.  The  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  sewage,  the  available  fall,  the  possibility  of  smell 
being  a nuisance,  the  cost  of  land,  and  a hundred  other 
considerations  will  guide  the  engineer  in  designing  his 
works.  He  will  need  all  the  assistance  that  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  and  it  may 
here  be  dem'on'strated  that  the  conclusions  of  the  scientist 
will  nrove  of  little  worth,  and  even  be  .apparently  falsi- 
fied by  bad  engineering.  Unless  the  works  are  properly 
desisTied,  constructed,  and  m'amaged  the  results  confi- 
dently expected  by  the  scientist  will  not  l>e  forthcoming, 
and  he  will  earn  discredit.  This  has  ha.p|>ened  only  too 
often  where  apparently  the  scientist  has  been  his  own 
engineer.  It  is  with  the  design,  construction,  and 
management  that  the  engineer  is  concerned,  and  failure 
is  only  possible  wdiere  these  matters  get  into  inexperi- 
enced or  incompetent  hands.  To  condemn  any  system 
of  sewage  purification  as  altogether  worthless  is  ^^■^ong. 
One  niig'ht  just  as  well  condemn  the  wheel-barrow  be- 
cause of  the  automobile,  or  the  steam  engine  because  of 
tlie  electric  motor.  The  system  which  may  he  essential 
tp  success  under  the  special  conditions  of  one  place  may 
he  perfectly  unnecessarv',  useless,  or  even  harmful  at 
another.  It  is,  therefore,  necessai-y  for  the  engineer  who 
wds’hes  to  take  up  the  importiant  work  of  sewage  disposal 
to  study  every  known  method  so  as  to  he  able  to  apply 
his  k7iowledgo  to  meet  and  oveieome  all  difficulties 
they  arise. 

188.  With  regard  to  the  various  cases  where  sewage 
treatment  must  differ  the  possibilities  are  endless  ; but 
in  order  to  demonstrate  how  widely  diffeivnt  the  condi- 
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titnis  may  be  at  diffoi'ent  places  it  will  be  instructive  to 
o->iisider  a few  typical  instances. 

(a)  A small  town  or  village  on  the  sea  coast  where'  it 
i.s  possible  to  obtain  an  outfall  at  a point  vv*here  a strong 
current  will  carry  the  sewage  discliarged  right  ouit  to  sea, 
where  also  there  is  no  likelihood  of  contaminating  oyster 
beds  or  fisheries,  or  of  otherwise  causing  a nui'sance. 

(b)  A small  towji  or  v'illage  the  outfall  fruin  whicli  must 
run  into  a tidal  river.  In  this  case  the  degree  of  puil 
tication  required  will  often  depend  on  the  nearaess  of 
hslreries  and  oyster  beds.  It  is  clear  that  in,  a large 
river  like  the  Thames  the  dilution  will  be  great,  and 
that  if  tlie  outfall  were  caiiied  out  into  the  main  current 
it  would  'be  possible,  so  far  as  nuisance  uas  concerned, 
to  discharge  an  effluent  that  would  not  be  fit  to  go  int<» 
the  same  river  albove  the  locks.  An  effluent  that  would, 
in  fact,  be  only  partially  purified  would  certainly  cause 
no  annoyance  so  far  as  sight  or  smell  were  concerned, 
but,  on  the  other  band,  the  possibility  of  contaminating 
oyster  beds  might  make  it  necessary  to  produce  an,  ©ffluenf 
of  very  hi^n,  bacterial  purity.  It  .might  be  necessary 
TO  take  every  possible  precautiorr  everr  to  the  sterilisation 
of  the  effluent. 

(c)  A town  situated  on  a river  above  locks  might  in 
some  cases  have  to  discharge  an  effluent  of  a very  high 
starrdard  ,of  purity  if  the  river  water  were  used  for 
drinking  purposes. lower  down.  This  may  seem  an  ex- 
treme case,  but  it  is  not.  The  water  of  the  Tbames 
and  Lea  are  used  for  the  supply  of  London,  and  an 
eirormous  quantity  of  sewage  effluent  is  discliarged  in.tc 
these  rivers  above  the  intakes ; neither  is  it  possible  to 
ar'oid  doing  so,  for  assuming  that  it  were  possible  to  lay 
sewers  alongside  the  river’s  land  all  tributaries  receiving 
sewage,  or  to  go  elsewhere  for  a water  supply,  many 
years  must  elapse  befoi’e  such  works  could  be  brought  to 
completion.  The  problem  is  therefore  a very  grave  one- 

(d)  A town  situated  on  a river  above  tlie  locks  where 
water  was  not  used  for’  dr’inking  purposes.  Such  a case 
differs  from  case  (c),  inasmuch  as  all  the  purification 
that  is  really  required  is  such  as  will  render  the  effluent 
unobjectionable  to  sight  or  smell,  so  that  it  does  not  in 
any  way  spoil  the  river  or  hurt  the  fish.  The  enormous 
dilution  and  the  purification  which  takes  place  irr  the 
river  itself  may  be  taken  into  consideration  if  the  river 
anthorities  will  permit. 
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(e)  A small  village  situated  far  from  any  river  wliere 
tie  effluent  must  pass  inte  a diteh  with  a small  flow  and 
travel  perhaps  for  a mile  or  more  before  it  reaches  any 
larger  stream.  In  sueh  a case  the  effluent  is  thereby 
subjected  to  a test  as  severe  as  can  be  given,  and  if  it 
IS  not  quite  pure  a very  serious  nuisance  may  result. 
Therefore,  it  will  very  likely  be  necessary"  to  treat  the 
sewage  in  a manner  that  would  be  altogether  unnecessary 
for  a much  larger  and  more  important  town  situated  as 
in  case  (d). 

189.  These  instances  are  typical  of  many  others,  and 
will  serve  to  show  how  the  conditions  of  each  case  must  be 
carefully  considered  before  one  can  come  to  any  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  degree  of  ituriiication  required. 

190.  Then,  again,  with  regard  to  methods  of  jjurifica- 
tion,  sewages  vary  in  quality  and  strength  at  different 
places  and  at  different  times  at  tlie  same  place,  so  that 
the  area  of  a filter  which  may  te  quite  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce an  excellent  effluent  without  clogging  or  exhaustion 
of  the  filter  at  one  place,  may  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
purify  the  same  volume  of  sewage  of  different  character  at 
another.  Sewage  may  be  affected  by  large  quantities  of 
subsoil  water  in  the  case  of  old  sewage  systems,  causing 
enoimous  dilution.  Trade  waste  may  give  it  a jteculiar 
character.  Septic  action  may  take  place  in  large  systems, 
or  in  systems  in  which  lifts,  ejectors,  or  pumps  are  used, 
and  many  other  causes  may  affect  the  sewage,  and  till 
they  are  all  known  it  will  always  be  impossible  to  decide 
the  method  of  treatment  exactly.  Also  at  some  places 
the  disposal  works  can  be  constructed  at  a site  where  a 
certain  amount  of  smell  caused  by  the  discharge  of  the 
sewage  and  tank  liquor  may  Ire  of  little  account.  At 
others  it  may  l3e  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
reduce  the  smell  to  a minimmn.  There  may  l>e  facilities 
for  dealing  with  sludge,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  Iv 
almost  imjjossible  to  remove  sludge,  or  treat  it  on  tlie 
works  at  all.  There  may  be  unlimited  area  at  the  engi- 
neer's disposal,  or  space  may  be  absolutely  restricted. 
Likewise  the  available  fall,  the  character  of  the  sulisoil. 
the  materials  available,  the  price  of  the  land,  the  rights 
of  private  owners,  and  innumerable  other  conditions,  vill 
have  to  guide  the  engineer  in  deciding  as  t«>  the  l>est 
method  and  details  of  the  work. 
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CHAl’TEK  XXII. 

191.  1 he  lifth  report  of  the  Royal  Coiuniissioii  oii 
Sewage  Disposal  very  justly  states  that  sewage  may  be 
purified  to  any  degree  required,  either  by  land  treatment 
or  by  artificial  filters.  This  clause,  however,  would  be 
very  misleading  if  one  did  not  read  the  other  conclusions, 
among  which  the  Commissioners  clearly  state  tliat 
■■  etflueiits  from  soils  wliicli  are  not  well  aelapted  for  the 
purification  of  sewage  may  often  be  very  impure.”  In  writ- 
inig  on  the  subject  of  sewage  disposal  it  would  be  impossible 
to  omit  the  extremely  imixirtant  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  the  Commissioners  after  so  many  years  of  work,  the 
report  having  been  published  felicitously  while  the  present 
articles  on  sewage  disposal  were  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion. The  present  work,  however,  applies  more  particu- 
larly to  the  sewage  disposal  of  small  towns  and  disitriots, 
while  the  Royal  Commissioners  deal  with  the  subject 
generally,  and  perhaps  more  particularly  with  the  pro- 
blems presented  by  very  large  towns  and  cities,  where  the 
methods  of  dis]>osal  must  differ  in  detail  considerably 
from  those  suitable  for  the  va.st  majority  of  works, 
which  are,  of  course,  small.  A verbatim  report  of  the 
Summary  of  the  Conclusions  and  Recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners  appeared  in  a recent  issue  of  this  journal, 
so  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  give  them  again  in  detail,  but 
reference  is  made  to  them  and  to  statements  in  the  body 
of  the  report  in  order  to  elucidate  the  subject. 

192.  Tt  is  not  the  author’s  intention  to  descrilx  in 
detail  every  known  process  of  sewage  disposal.  There  are 
a large  number  of  special  processes  where  special  che- 
micals, filtering  materials,  and  ajrparatus  are  used  which 
may  have  their  own  special  merits  for  special  conditions, 
but,  broadly  speaking,  the  methods  are  as  follows:  — 

(n)  The  treatment  of  crude  sewage  on  filters,  contact 
R'ds,  or  land. 

{b)  The  treatment  of  crude  sewage  by  a preliminary 
process,  whereby  grit  and  suspended  matters  are  more 
or  less  removed,  the  liquid  afterwards  being  treated  on 
filters,  contact  beds,  or  land. 

The  Royal  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  such 
jn-elirriinary  treatment  is  generally  desirable  before 
attempting  to  treat  sewage  on  land  or  filters.  It  should 
never  Ire  forgotten,  however,  that  the  mere  removal  of 
suspended  matters  results  in  the  accumulation  of  sludge. 
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and  tliat  sludge  lias  always  Ix-en  the  gr<;at  dilhculty  cf 
sevvage  disposal,  and  that  this  sludge  has  then  to  lx 
satisfactorily  purified  at  the  works,  or  removed  and  puri- 
fied elsewhere.  Many  reports  and  interesting  paprrs 
have  been  written  to  ilescribe  how  laest  to  purify  a clear 
tank  effluent,  but  veiy  little  has  been  said  of  the  sludge. 
On  visiting  the  works  descriljed,  it  is  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon to  find  masses  of  putrid  sludge  e.xposed  in  a most 
jirimitive  manner.  It  is  begging  the  Cjuestion  merely  U- 
remove  the  worst  part  of  the  sewage  and  to  purify'  the 
rest. 

193.  The  methods  (n)  and  (h)  may  again  be  snl.-divided 
under  various  headings,  and  in  doing  so  it  will  be  best-  to 
follow  the  statements  made  in  the  R- yal  Commission 
Report  as  far  as  possible.  There  are  also  two  other  pro- 
cesses which,  under  special  conditions,  have  their  uses 
when  ap])lied  in  connection  with  the  alxve,  which  de- 
serve special  attention — viz.,  the  deodorization  of  tank 
effluents  and  the  sterilisation  of  filter  effluents,  both 
being  possible  within  limits  of  reasonable  expense,  the 
former  being  well  spoken  of  by  the  Royal  Commissioners, 
and  the  latter  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  the  United 
States,  in  a report  issued  recently  dealing  with  the 
subject. 

194.  The  earliest  attempts  at  dealing  with  the  subject 
of  sewage  disi^osal  as  a whole  rvithout  any  preliminary 
process  for  the  removal  of  suspended  matters  consisted 
of  discharging  crude  sewage  on  to  land.  Such  treatment 
IS  by  no  means  an  impossibility,  but  the  area  of  land 
required  or  the  amount  of  labour  involved  in  pri'ducin_' 
good  results  was  found  to  be  enormous  in  most  case--. 
The  nuisance  caused  by  the  solid  matters  exposed  on  the 
surface  of  the  land,  and  the  unequal  character  of  the 
sewage  at  different  times,  proved  the  necesvity  for  sonio 
other  treatment  as  a preliminary, 

195.  As  a result,  tanks  in  which  the  sewage  could  mix 
and  settle  were  used,  and  this  settlement  or  precipitati- -n 
of  solids  wms  promoted  by  the  use  of  chemicals,  with  the 
result  that  a clear  effluent,  liable,  however,  to  secondary 
decomposition,  was  discharged  on  to  the  land.  This 
metliod,  at  one  time  considered  perfection,  of  course,  re- 
sulted in  the  accumulation  of  enormous  (piantities  of  the 
most  objectionable  matter,  and  this  sludge  had  then  t-’ 
oe  removed  in  carts,  sjtread  out  to  dry.  buried  in  the 
land,  hopelessly  stored  in  ever-increasing  masses,  or 
yn’essed  into  cakes. 


A.\/)  .'<E\VA(^E  DISPOSAL 


95 


U I'WA  H 1)  FILTRATION. 

196.  A more  successful  method,  and  one  which  un- 
doubtedly got  rid  of  some  of  the  sludge,  was  that  of  u].i- 
ward  filtration.  The  crude  sewage  was  passecl  into  the 
bottom  of  a tank  in  wliich  gravel  or  other  filtering  mate- 
rial was  supported,  two  or  three  feet  above  flow  level, 
on  an  iron  grid  or  other  similar  arrangem  nt.  The  liquid 
passed  up  tlii'ough  the  filter,  and  the  sludge  remained 
below.  It  was  found  that  some  ol  the  sludge  thus  inter- 
cepted was  liquefied  and  broken  up.  The  bulk  of  it,  how- 
ever, had  t(3  be  removed  and  dealt  with  as  before. 

197.  Ne.xt  the  septic  tank — a tank  with  submerged  inlet 
and  outlet  liolding  about  a day’s  flow — was  found  to  pro- 
duce liquefaction  and  breaking-up  of  the  sludge.  Fivam 
the  fact  that  such  tanks  will  often  work  for  years  with- 
out emptying  or  removal  of  sludge,  it  was  argued  that 
the  whole  of  the  sludge  was  liquefied.  As  a matter  of  fact 
fact  it  has  been  proved  by  experiment  that  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  sludge  is  actually  liquefied.  The 
remainder,  in  cases  where  the  sludge  is  not  removed,  is 
broken  up  before  it  is  discharged,  but  as  this  sludgy 
effluent  put  sprinklers  out  of  action,  and  as  it  also 
clogged  up  filters  of  inadequate  size,  a storm  of  con- 
ilemnation  was  aroused  against  tliis  otherwise  useful 
invention. 

198.  The  hydrolytic  tank,  patented  by  Dr.  Travis,  was 
the  outcome  <jf  tlie  upward  and  downward  submerged 
filters  and  the  Si^ptic  tank.  The  sewage  is  passed 
through  various  sections  of  the  tank,  some  being  filled 
with  slabs  of  material.  The  sludge  is  thoroughly 
eliminated  by  this  tank,  and  a very  good  effluent  is  pro- 
duced suitable  for  subsequent  filtration,  but  in  order  to 
obtain  this  result,  the  sludge  thus  separated  has  to  be 
withdrawn  regularly  and  dealt  with.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  septic  tank,  the  quantity  of  sludge  was  lesseneil 
owing  to  liquefaction  in  the  tank. 

199.  Every  effort  has  been  made,  by  the  use  of  tanks  of 
various  forms,  to  eliminate  the  suspended  matter.s- 
tank-s  with  c<  nical  bottoms,  with  special  arrangements 
fiir  drawing  off  sludge  ; tanks  in  series,  upward  and  do\vii- 
ward  and  vertical  ; submerged  filters  in  tanks;  chemical 
precipitation  tanks  ; and,  in  fact,  a large  numl>er  of 
special  devices  have  lx;en  used  from  time  to  time  in  ordx’r 
to  remove  as  much  sludge  from  the  sewage  as  ^lossible, 
so  as  to  render  the  subsequent  filtration  easier. 
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200.  Alnst  of  the  exjx^rimeiits  ami  research  during  the 
last  ten  years  have  been  in  the  direction  of  separating 
the  sludge  from  the  sewage  and  in  filtering  the  efiluem 
on  the  smallest  i^ossible  area.  Each  exponent  has  done 
his  l)est  to  prove  that  by  his  jjarticular  metliod  a sieatej- 
number  of  gallons  per  cubic  yard  of  filter  can  be  purified 
than  by  any  other.  They  have  not  failed  to  tell  us  that  all 
suspended  matter  must  Ire  first  removed.  The  clearei- 
the  tank  eliluent,  the  smaller  the  filter  and  the  better  tb- 
working  of  the  sprinkler.  The  arbsurdity  of  .such  reason- 
ing scarcely  needs  demonstration.  To  carry  the  argu- 
meint  one  step  further,  one  reaches  the  fact  that  if  one 
could  011I3"  extract  all  impurity  by  the  preliminary-  pi'j- 
cess  and  produce  clear  water,  the  filter  would  take  an 
unlimited  quantity  of  liquid  jjer  >quare  yard  and  the 
sprinkler  would  not  l:e  needed. 

201.  Practically  trothing  by  comjtarison  has  been  done 
in  the  directicn  of  finding  cut  how  to  puidfr  or  get  idd 
of  the  sludge  itself.  Seeing  that  by  the  Irest  procos.ses 
about  75  per  cent,  of  the  im])urities  present  in  tne  crude 
sludge  are  removed  as  a jtreliminarv  to  filtration,  and 
that  these  matters  remain  unpurified,  it  will  lx-  seen 
that  the  remarks  made  above  are  not  without  justification. 
A liquid  is  dischai’ged  from  the  settlintr  tank.s  containing 
only  25  per  cent,  of  the  original  impurities  present  in 
sewage,  and  this  weak  liquid  can,  of  course,  be  easily 
dealt  with  on  filters.  We  are  asked  to  forget  the  re- 
maining 75  per  cent,  of  foul  matter  remaining  on  the 
ground.  It  is  this  fact  which  has  caused  a general  feel- 
ing of  uneasiness  and  distrust  of  every  kiu>wn  method 
of  sewage  disposal.  Local  authorities  and  others  wlw- 
are  considering  new  schemes  should  ascertain  : — (1")  ho^^ 
much  siludge  is  likely  to  be  removed  by  the  preliminaiy 
process,  and  (2)  how  it  is  jirrquised  to  deal  with  this 
sludge. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

202.  It  is  necessary  to  consider  in  detail  tlie  methods 
generally  adopted  for  the  removal  of  susitendod  matters 
from  sewage  before  filtration,  for  the  reason  that,  whethe;- 
it  is  possible  to  do  without  such  treatment  or  not  in  the 
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majority  of  cases,  there  will  probably  always  be  special 
cases  where  such  preliminary  treatment  is  the  only  prac- 
tical possibility.  Before,  however,  describing  these 
methods,  the  author  wishes  to  draw  special  attention 
to  the  fact  that  latterly  the  object  of  scientists,  and  also 
of  many  engineers,  has  been  to  reduce  the  area  of  the 
hlter  to  a minimum.  The  reasons  for  this  effort  are  by 
no  means  clear,  seeing  that  filters  are  not  expensive  to 
construct  or  to  maintain,  and  that  if  they  are  of  suffi- 
cient area  they  will  deal  with  any  sewage  in  which  the 
solids  are  broken  up,  and  that,  moreover,  with  filters 
properly  designed  and  worked,  ihe  smell  can  be  reduced 
to  a minimum.  On  the  other  band,  the  removal  of  sludge 
which  is  an  essential  preliminary  where  filters  are  of 
inadequate  size  is  very  expemsive,  very  objectionable, 
altogether  unscientific,  and  in  most  cases  would  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary  if  a larger  filter  area  were  provided. 
Moreover,  it  is  no  question  of  the  relaiive  costs  of  two 
methods ; it  is  the  comparison  of  the  system  which  puri- 
fies the  whole  of  the  sewage  with  the  system  which  puri- 
fies part  only.  In  this  there  should  be  no  confusion  cf 
ideas ; there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  comparison  be- 
tween the  system  which  purifies  and  gets  rid  of  the 
sludge  and  that  which  leaves  it  unpnirified  and  lying 
about  in  heaps. 

Surely  it  is  only  common  sense  to  start  with  the  as- 
sumption that  any  system  of  sewage  disposal  worthy  of 
the  name  must  be  one  which  will  purify  or  at  least  get 
rid  of  the  whole  of  the  sewage. 

203.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  any  system 
which  produces  sludge  is  incomplete.  Provided  that  some 
satisfactory  provision  can  be  made  for  the  treatment  of 
.such  sludge,  the  system  would  be  complete.  For  in- 
stance, there  are  some  rare  cases  where  all  the  sludge 
can  be  carried  out  to  sea  in  barges ; where  there  is  some 
some  real  use  for  it ; or  where  it  can  be  buried  without 
nuisance  or  danger.  Such  cases  are  the  excepjtion,  and 
not  the  rule. 

204.  The  processes  for  the  I'emoval  of  suspenaed 
matters  are  generally  as  follows:  — 

SETTLING  TANKS. 

There  are  two  types  of  settling  tanks: — (a)  Quiescent 
sedimentation  tanks,  or  those  in  which  the  sewage 
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stands  for  some  time  absolutely  at  rest ; and  (b)  con- 
tinuous flow  sedimentation  tanks,  or  those  through  which 
the  sewage  flows  slowly,  but  continuously.  In  the  first 
case  a tank  is  filled  with  sewage,  and  after  it  has  stood 
long  enough  for  the  solids  to  settle — probably  about  two 
or  three  hours — the  liquid  is  drawn  off,  generally  through 
a floating  arm  outlet.  This  sort  of  tank  has  the  disad- 
vantage that  the  sludge  must  be  removed  every  time  the 
liquid  is  drawn  off,  as  fresh  liquid  entering  would  other- 
wise stir  it  up.  It  is.  therefore,  necessary  to  have  dupli- 
cate tanks  in  this  system.  The  cost  of  so  frequently  re- 
moving the  sludge  is  a drawback. 

In  the  case  of  a tank  with  a continuous  flow  through 
it,  everjdhing  is  done  to  retard  the  flow  as  much 
as  possible.  The  sludge  is  continuously  deposited, 
and  is  drawn  off  without  emptying  the  tank. 
There  have  been  many  ingenious  settling  tanks 
designed,  such  as  the  Kinebiihler  tank  at  Dortmund,  in 
which  the  sewage  descends  through  a tube  to  distributors 
fixed  low  down  in  a circular  tank  with  a conical  bottom. 
The  sewage  rises  very  slowly  from  the  distributors,  leav- 
ing the  solids  at  the  bottom.  The  sludge  is  removed  by 
pumping,  and  the  clarified  effluent  overflows  at  the  top. 

The  sludge  has  to  be  removed  from  such  sedimentation 
tanks  before  fermentation  is  started,  which  would  cause 
a great  deal  of  solid  matter  to  float,  and  would  render 
both  sludge  and  sewage  very  foul.  For  this  reason  sedi- 
mentation tanks  have  to  be  of  such  a design  that  sludge 
may  be  removed  frequently ; it  is  obvious  that  in  the 
case  of  quiescent  sedimentation  tanks  the  sludge  must 
be  removed  between  each  filling  if  the  fresh  .sewage  m 
not  to  stir  up  the  old  sludge,  and  that  in  the  case  of 
continuous  flow  tanks  the  sludge  must  be  removed  at 
least  every  two  or  three  days  to  give  the  best  results. 

205.  The  capacity  of  a tank  or  set  of  tanks  must  be 
such  that  the.y  will  take  all  sewage  that  requires  .‘^uch 
treatment  without  allowing  any  overflow  to  take  place. 
The  Royal  Commissioners  advise  a period  of  flow  through 
continuous  flow  tanks  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  hours  where 
the  tank  liquor  is  to  be  treated  in  fine  filtei's.  and  advise 
also  that  they  should  be  cleaned  out  at  least  once  a week. 

CHEMIC.VL  PRECIPITATIOX. 

206.  The  precipitation  of  solids  may  be  accelerated  in 
sedimentation  tanks  by  the  use  of  chemicals,  and  this  is 
generally  done  in  the  case  of  very  strong  sewages  or  where 
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it  is  thought  desirable  to  neutralise  an  acid  sewage. 
The  Roj'al  Commissioners  advise  an  eight-hours  rate  of 
dow  through  tanks  in  the  case  of  a continuous  flow  and 
a two  hours’  rest  in  the  case  of  quiescent  sedimentation ; 
but  they  very  justly  point  out  that  no  rule  for  general 
application  can  be  given. 

Generally  the  chemicals  are  mi.xed  with  the  sewage  on 
its  way  to  the  tanks.  That  no  proportion  of  chemicals 
will  do  much  more  than  clarify  the  sewage  has  been 
■proved,  so  it  is  best  to  do  with  the  least  amount  that  will 
produce  precipitation.  Lime  has  been  found  to  be  an 
economical  substance  for  this  treatment,  and  it  is  there- 
fore largely  used,  generally  in  conjunction  with  other 
chemicals.  It  is  reduced  to  a milky  state  before  adding 
to  the  sewage,  and  it  is  sufficient  by  itself  to  clarify 
sewage.  It  appears,  however,  that  a large  quantity  is 
needed,  comparatively,  to  produce  the  result,  and  this  is 
very  objectionable,  for  the  reason  that  though  an  excess 
of  lime  produces  rapid  precipitation  and  a fairly  clear 
effluent,  this  effluent,  though  apparently  clear  and  without 
much  smell,  is  very  likely  to  become  putrid  later  on, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  the  lime  dissolving  a large  amount 
of  offensive  matters  held  in  suspension  in  the  sewage 
which  will  afterwards  putrify. 

Thus,  lime  and  chloride  of  lime,  lime  and  sulphate  of 
alumina,  lime  and  phosphoric  acid,  lime  and  proto-sul- 
phate of  iron,  lime  and  alumino  ferric,  etc.,  are  used  at 
different  places,  also  strange  mixtures  of  alum,  blood, 
clay,  magnesia,  manganate  of  potash,  burnt  clay, 
chloride  of  sodium,  animal  and  vegetable  charcoals,  and 
magnesian  limestone  have  been  used,  also  the  complicated 
material  ferozone  has  been  found  to  give  good  results  as 
a precipitant. 

The  Royal  Commissioners  state  that  for  the  precipita- 
tion of  ilomostic  sewage  of  average  strength  alumino 
ferric  is  by  far  the  most  common  precipitant,  and  that 
the  average  quantity  of  the  i>recipitant  may  be  put  at 
al)out  10  grains  per  gallon,  and  that  the  average  cost  of 
the  chemical  is  about  £2  5s.  per  ton. 

207.  The  Royal  Commissioners  also  state  that  chemi- 
cals are  most  effective  when  added  in  the  form  of  a solu- 
tion, but  that  in  practice  it  is  sometimes  more  econo- 
mical at  small  works  to  use  it  in  .solid  form,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  advisable  to  vary  the  quantity  of  the 
solution  wth  the  varying  strength  of  the  sewage.  In 
•such  cases  a solid  block  of  the  chemical  is  placed  in  the 
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sewage  channel  so  that  the  toji  of  it  yjrojects  above  the 
level  of  the  sewage.  In  this  way  the  largest  quantities  of 
the  precipitant  are  dissolved  with  the  greatest  flow.  The 
sewage  should  be  well  mixed  immediately  after  the  addi- 
tion of  the  chemical  by  means  of  baffling  boards  or  other 
mechanical  apparatus. 

208.  Such  tanks  as  those  described  above  have  to  Ije 
emptied  of  sludge,  as  a rule,  by  hand.  The  nuisance 
experienced  is  great,  while  the  labour  is  of  a most 
unpleasant  nature,  and  no  man  ought  to  be  expected  to 
do  it  at  ordinary  workmen’s  pay. 

209.  It  is  here  necessary  to  state  what  methods 
have  been  devised  for  getting  rid  of  the  vast  quantities 
of  sludge  remaining  behind  after  the  process  of  precipita- 
tion is  complete.  This  sludge,  consisting,  as  it  does,  of 
the  foulest  matters  present  in  .sewage,  is  a very  objec- 
tionable substance  to  move.  As  already  stated,  it  is 
sometimes  pumped  into  vessels  and  discharged  out  at  sea. 
At  small  works  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  get  farmers  to 
buj"  it  to  manure  their  fields  with,  or  they  may  be  induced 
to  take  it  as  a gift.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that 
they  will  have  to  be  paid  for  taking  it.  A little  reflec- 
tion will  enable  anyone  to  understand  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  apply  manure  to  fields  at  all  times  of  the 
year.  It  has  long  been  recognised  by  those  who  are 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  practical  difficulties  in 
dealing  with  sludge  that  it  is  useless  to  regard  this 
material  as  a valuable  manure,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  merely  a highly  offensive  substance,  which 
must  be  got  rid  of  without  delay  at  the  least  possible 
expense.  Its  disposal  is  often  likely  to  cost  as  much 
as  2s.  or  3s.  a ton  in  practice,  and  the  process  of  removal 
is  highly  offensive.  Sludge  is  sometimes  intercepted  by 
running  the  servage  tlirough  ash  refuse  heaps.  A mix- 
ture of  sludge  and  ash  is  formed,  which  is  carried  to  the 
land.  It  is  sometimes  mixed  with  house  refuse,  and 
burnt  in  a destructor.  The  process  of  digging  sludge 
into  the  ground  has  been  found  effective  at  some  places. 
The  ground  is  genetnlly  trenched  for  the  purpose. 
Another  method  is  to  compress  the  sludge  into  cakes  in 
what  is  called  a filter  press.  The  solid  matter  is  re- 
tained, and  a large  amount  of  very  foul  liquid  is  straine<I 
out  through  canvas  when  the  pressure  is  applied.  The 
sludge  is  thus  made  less  in  bulk.  The  cakes  produced 
in  the  sludge  press  have  then  to  be  got  rid  o:  by  the  best 
available  means,  and  Ihe  foul  liquid  runs  to  he  ordinary 
sewage. 
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210.  It  may  be  well  understood,  therefore,  that  any 
-system  of  sewage  disposal  in  which  sludge  is  accumulated 
presents  a very  horrible  state  of  things,  to  be  avoided 
•wherever  possible. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

SEPTIC  TANKS. 

211.  The  septic  tank  receives  all  the  sewage  and  retains 
"the  solids.  This  is  effected  by  having  the  inlets  and  out- 
lets submerged.  Solids  either  sink  to  the  bottom  and 
form  sludge  or  float  and  form  a thick  scum  on  the  sur- 
face. The  object  of  having  the  inlet  submerged  is  to 
prevent  disturbance  of  the  scum,  and  the  object  of  having 
the  outlet  submerged  is  to  prevent  solid  matter  escaping 
with  the  effluent. 

212.  In  recent  work  the  plan  most  generally  adopted 
has  been  to  allow  the  sewage  entering  the  tank  to  flow 
over  a weir  extending  for  the  full  width  of  the  tank;  a 
scum  plate,  or  dipping-board,  or  submerged  arch  extends 
in  front  of  this  weir  for  the  full  width  of  the  tank,  and 
dips  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  liquid. 
There  is  a similar  arrangement  of  scum-plate  and  weir  at 
the  outlet  end.  The  inlet  and  outlet  weirs  are  neces- 
sarily at  the  same  level.  The  tank  is  generally  not  less 
than  7 ft.  deep,  though  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
reason  why  such  tanks  should  not  be  made  (as,  indeed, 
they  are  sometimes  made)  considerably  deeper ; its  length 
is  generally  at  least  two  or  three  times  as  great  as  its 
breadth,  or  more. 

213.  The  Local  Government  Board  generally  require 
that  septic  tanks  shall  be  made  in  duplicate,  and  also 
that  they  shall  have  one  or  more  sludge  outlets  for  clean- 
ing purposes.  Such  tanks  generally  hold  from  one  to 
two  days’  dry  weather  flow,  and  are  sometimes  covered 
with  a brickwork  or  concrete  arch,  or  with  a lighter  roof, 
and  are  sometimes  open.  In  the  author’s  opinion  septic 
tanks  should  always  be  covered,  generally  with  a light 
roof  ; the  thick  .scum  which  forms  on  the  surface  of  the 
tank  will  otherwise  be  disturbed  by  the  wind  and  rain, 
and  a great  nuisance  will  be  experienced  ; also  when  the 
scum  is  thus  disturbed  it  is  likely  to  be  given  off  in  large 
lumps  at  the  outlet  end. 
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THE  WORK  TO  BE  DONE  BY  SEPTIC  TANK& 

DIFFERS. 

214.  In  con.sidering  the  design  of  a sejjtic  tank  it  is 
necessary,  first  of  all,  to  have  a clear  idea  as  to  the  work 
one  wants  it  to  do.  There  may  be  said  to  be  two  distinct 
cases; — (a)  If  the  tank  liquor  is  to  be  distributed  over 
a percolating  filter  by  means  of  a sprinkler  or  over  a fine 
filter  it  will  be  necessary  first  to  see  that  no  thick  effluent 
or  broken  up  solid  matter  likely  to  clog  the  sprinkler 
or  filter  are  discharged  ; and,  secondly,  to  avoid  as  far 
as  possible  the  smell  which  is  generally  inseparable  from 
septic  tank  effluent  sprayed  or  spread  out  in  the  open 
air.  The  periodical  removal  of  sludge  from  the  tank 
will  be  inevitable  in  such  a case.  The  object  to  be  aimed 
at  will  therefore  be  to  construct  the  tank  in  such  a 
manner  that  sludge  may  be  easily  withdrawn,  and  that 
the  liquid  may  not  remain  in  the  tank  long  enough  to 
become  very  foul,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  termed,  “ over 
septicised.”  Up  to  a certain  point  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  longer  sewage  remains  in  a septic  tank  the 
worse  it  smells.  It  is  not  the  author’s  intention  to  deal 
with  the  purely  scientific  side  of  the  subject  of  sewage 
disposal,  which  matter  must  be  dealt  with  by  the  chemist 
and  bacteriologist,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  while  the  solids  require  a long  period  of  septic 
action,  a considerable  amount  of  the  liquid  sewage  might 
well  pass  on  to  the  filters  at  once  without  being  subjected 
to  the  action  of  anaerobic  organisms.  Thus,  if  the  tank 
is  large  enough  to  treat  the  solids  to  the  extent  required, 
and  if  sludge  is  to  be  removed,  it  follows  tltat  a septic 
tank  of  the  kind  here  described  may  be  of  a smaller 
capacity  than  in  a case  in  which  the  object  is  to  avoid 
sludge  removal.  In  such  a case  as  that  under  considera- 
tion the  tank  might  hold,  say,  half  the  dry  weather  daily 
flow  or  even  less.  American  practice  gives  results  in 
favour  of  such  small  tanks.  They  differ  from  quiescent 
sedimentation  tanks  in  that  sludge  is  not  removed  so 
frequently,  and  ther'  are  therefore  better.  Good  results 
have  been  obtained  by  making  snch  septic  tanks  in  sec- 
tions capable  of  being  used  altogether  or  with  one  or 
more  sections  cut  out.  These  sections  are  connected  by 
valves,  and  the  floor  of  each  section  has  a sharp  fall, 
say,  of  45°  to  a sludge  outlet  valve.  The  lank 

should  be.  say,  10  ft.  dee]i  to  allow  of  a large  accumula- 
tion of  sludge,  and  the  outlet  should  be,  say,  3 ft.  or 
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more  below  tlio  surfac'e,  to  avoid  the  escape  of  scum  or 
sludge. 

By  building  the  tank  in  this  manner  it  is  possible  to 
find,  by  experiment,  the  size  of  tank  or  duration  of  tiow 
rlirough  the  tank  whicli  will  produce  the  best  result, 
and  it  will  al.so  be  possible  to  draw  off  the  sludge  easily 
as  may  be  required.  The  ordinary  septic  tank  with  flat 
floor  and  perhaps  one  sludge  outlet  cannot  be  cleaned 
satisfactorily  without  draining  off  the  licpiid  ; but  when 
the  tank  is  divided  up  into  sections,  as  described  above, 
the  process  of  sludge  removal  without  emptying  the  tank 
becomes  possible.  In  the  author’s  opinion,  this  is  not 
the  most  satisfactory  method  of  treating  sewage  under 
ordinary  conditions,  but  it  is  a practicable  method  of 
producing  a tank  liquor  fit  for  distribution  by  the  ordi- 
nary sprinkler  or  fit  for  treafrneiit  in  a fine  filter. 

1 HE  SEPTIC  TANK  USEi)  Id  BREAK  UP  SJAUHIE 
FOR  FURTHER  TREATMENT. 

215.  (b)  In  the  second  case  we  have  the  septic  tank 
used  not  to  eliminate  the  sludge,  but  to  break  it  up  so 
that  it  may  be  treateil  on  filters  and  ultimately  purified. 
I'hat  a tank  of  this  kind  is  quite  unsuitable  as  a pre- 
liminary for  the  treatment  of  sewage  to  be  afterwards 
spraj'ed  through  sprinklers  should  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood. IMucli  discreilit  has  been  brought  upon  both  the 
septic  tank  and  the  sprinkler  by  the  strenuous  efforts  of 
i iigineers  and  chemists  to  force  solid  matters  through 
small  holes  in  sprinkling  apparatus  intended  for  liquid. 
Also  a septic  tank  which  has  a capacity  sufficient  for  the 
breaking  up  of  the  soliils,  and  for  producing  the  greatest 
amount  of  liquefaction,  will  luuloubtedly  under  ordinary 
circumstances  produce  a most  e\  il-smelling  effluent,  which 
when  sprayed  in  the  open  air  will  cause  an  intolerable 
nuisance.  On  the  other  hand,  a septic  tank  in  which  the 
•Solids  are  broken  up  and  discharged  in  the  effluent  is  an 
excellent  j)reliminary  to  contact-bed  treatment  or  to 
tilrratioii  in  filters  of  large  area,  over  which  the 
sewage  is  distributed  in  channels.  Filters  of  the  latter 
kind  are  not  common  ; those  of  the  Baldwin  Latham  tyjre 
are,  however,  an  example  where  the  filter  is  of  largo 
area,  with  a layer  of  fine  material  on  the  surface,  by 
means  of  which  the  sew'age  is  distributed. 

Contact  beds,  on  the  other  hand,  are  largely  used,  ami 
if  they  are  of  sufficient  capacity  and  not  overworked  they 
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will  certainly  purify  the  sludgy  effluent  discharged  by  a 
septic  tank  of  tlie  second  type.  The  author  has  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  making  this  statement,  having 
carried  out  the  process  and  observed  it  closely  during  the 
last  six  years  at  several  places.  Speaking  generally,  this 
system,  whereby  all  sludge  is  purified,  has  not  received  a 
fair  trial.  Either  the  septic  tank  has  been  emptied, 
owing  to  counsels  of  panic  on  the  part  of  the  authorities, 
or  the  capacity  of  the  contact  beds  has  been  altogether  too 
small  for  the  work  required. 

216.  Assuming  that  the  filters  or  contact  beds  are  suffi- 
cient, a septic  tank  may  be  allowed  to  discharge  a thick- 
effluent,  and  thus  get  rid  of  its  broken  up  sludge  without 
causing  trouble.  Consequently,  it  will  generally  not  lx* 
necessary  to  remove  any  sludge  from  such  a tank.  Also, 
if  the  liquid  is  not  sprayed  in  the  air  there  is  no  great 
objection  to  its  being  foul,  as  liquid  in  distributing 
channels  does  not  smell  to  the  same  degree,  and  such 
channels  can  always  be  covered  up  if  required. 

Thus  the  tank  may  be  made  of  sufficient  size  to  enable 
the  maximiim  amount  of  septic  action  to  take  place, 
and  in  consequence  more  sludge  will  be  liquified  than  in 
case  (a),  and  what  solid  matter  is  not  liquified  will  be 
broken  up  by  the  violent  fermentation  which  takes  place 
in  such  tanks,  and  will  be  delivered  with  the  effluent 
The  Royal  Commissioners  appear  to  have  grasped  this 
fact  to  some  extent  when  they  state  in  Clause  40. 
page  25,  that  in  the  case  of  works  constructed  to  serve 
any  population  up  to  10,000  it  would  be  best  that  septic 
tanks  should  be  allowed  to  run,  without  being  cleaned 
out  so  long  as  the  suspended  matter  in  the  tank  liquor 
showed  no  signs  of  affecting  the  filter  detrimentally, 
provided  that  the  tanks  were  never  allowed  to  become 
more  than  one-third  full  of  sludge.  This  is  a very 
cautious  statement,  but  it  suggests  for  one  thing  leaving 
the  tanks  alone.  Obviously,  such  advice  does  not  apply 
to  any  place  where  a sprinkler  is  used. 

217.  In  case  (b)  the  septic  tank  will  be  very  much 
more  economical  than  any  precipitation  tank.  There 
should  be  no  sludge  removed  at  all,  because  the  tank,  if 
left  alone,  will  clean  itself.  Violent  fermentation  will 
take  place  at  times,  and  the  whole  of  the  sludge  and 
most  of  the  scum  will  come  out  wit-h  the  effluent  in  a 
broken  up  form.  The  filters  tvill  be  hard  worked  for  a 
time,  but  in  case  of,  say,  triple  contact  Ixuls  filled  only 
•once  a day,  holding  material  of  the  right  grade,  tho- 
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roughly  drained  and  worked  with  regularity,  the  whole 
of  this  sludge  will  certainly  be  puritied  under  ordinary 
conditions. 

It  is  objected  that  in  course  of  time  the  beds  will  lose 
their  capacity.  This  is  quite  true,  and  one  must  honestly 
face  the  fact  that  in  such  a case  the  filtering  material  mu.sr 
be  washed  or  i-enewed.  In  the  author’s  experience  this 
has  been  found  to  be  necessary  with  a very  strong  sewage 
once  in  five  years.  Now,  it  is  a fact  that  tlie  material 
thus  washed  away  is  by  no  means  the  same  thing  as 
sludge.  If  the  contact  beds  are  in  proper  order  it  will 
not  be  foul  at  all,  but  simply  of  a black,  earthy  character. 

The  removal  of  sludge  matter  at  long  intervals  is  not  a 
very  serious  thing,  and  compared  with  the  cost,  trouble, 
and  annoyance  of  chemical  treatment,  and  the  constant 
removal  of  sludge,  is  a trifling  matter.  Compared  with 
the  septic  tank  of  type  (a),  the  advantage  is  clear,  for  m 
the  one  case  the  frequent  removal  of  sludge  has  to  be 
faced,  which  is  an  intolerable  nuisance ; while  in  the  case 
(b)  no  sludge  is  removed,  but  a more  ge)ierous  allowance 
of  filter  ai’ea  is  provided.  To  compare  the  relative  ex- 
pense is  difficult,  but  in  one  case  the  whole  of  the  sewage 
is  purified  and  in  the  other  part  only. 

Septic  tanks  of  class  (b)  must  have  a capacity  of  at 
least  a day’s  flow  or  more,  and  otherwise  there  is  no 
special  difference  in  the  construction  except  that  they 
need  not  be  divided  up  into  sections,  the  floor  need  not 
have  the  sharp  fall,  and  a depth  of  seven  feet  is  generally 
sufficient.  It  will  do  no  harm  to  have  sludge-emptying 
valves,  provided  they  are  not  opened  till  the  need  arises. 
In  the  author’s  experience  it  has  not  been  found  neces- 
sary to  open  one  during  si.x  years  of  constant  w'orking. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

FILTR.VTION  OF  SEWAGE. 

218.  Having  briefly  described  the  preliminary  pro- 
cesses for  sewage  treatment  it  is  now  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  methods  whereby  final  purification  may  be 
effected. 

First  of  all  it  can  Iks  clearly  stated  that  uiider  ordinary 
conditions  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  this  final  puri- 
fication can  be  effeck'd,  and  that  is  by  filtration.  T bei  o 
are,  liowever,  many  methods  of  filtration,  starting  from 
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the  simple  irrigation  of  natural  land  with  sewage  and 
ending  with  the  very  latest  percolating  filter  or  contact 
bed.  Neither  is  it  possible  to  draw  any  hard  and  fast 
line  between  what  is  generally  known  as  natural  filtra- 
tion and  the  artificial  processes.  There  are  many  ways 
of  preparing  land  for  the  treatment  of  sewage,  which 
vary  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  case  and  the 
character  of  the  ground.  In  one  case  a few  irrigad;ion 
channels  and  general  preparation  of  the  surface  by  level- 
ling may  produce  the  required  result,  while  in  another 
special  areas  of  land  may  have  to  be  carefully  prepared 
for  a depth  of  three  feet  or  more  with  an  elaborate 
system  of  sub-drains.  It  is  difficult  to  see  that  such  a 
natural  filter  permits  in  any  way  a more  natural  method 
of  dealing  with  sewage  than  a filter  which  has  to  be  built 
up  artificially.  In  fact,  it  seems  wrong  to  call  any  pro- 
cess natural  whereby  sewage  is  conducted  through  pipes, 
channels,  and  other  artificial  works  over  a filtering  area. 
As  a rule,  the  ground  needs  very  careful  preparation  if 
good  results  are  to  be  obtained,  and  more  subsequent 
attention  than  an  artificial  filter,  or  so-called.  It  would 
be  better  to  call  every  method  of  filtration  natural  or 
every  method  artificial  without  distinction,  since  there 
is  no  essential  difference  in  the  work  done  by  land  or  by 
filters,  and  according  to  the  Royal  Commissioners 
“ there  is  no  essential  distinction  between  effluents  from 
land  and  effluents  from  artificially  constructed  filters," 
and  also  because  “ it  is  practicable  to  p^irify  the  sewage 
of  towns  to  any  degree  required,  either  by  land  treat- 
ment or  by  artificial  filters,  and  there  is  no  essential 
difference  between  the  two  processes.” 

219.  Thus  there  can  be  only  one  general  method  for 
final  purification  and  that  is  filtration.  The  problem 
as  to  how  this  filtration  may  best  be  accomplished  in 
any  case  is  a matter  which  can  only  be  decided  by  the 
engineer  when  the  exact  conditions  of  that  case  are 
laid  before  him.  There  are  endless  possibilities : some- 
times one  method  may  be  best  and  sometimes  another, 
frequently  a combination  of  methods  will  be  necessary  ; 
there  is  endless  scope  for  ingenuity,  which,  if  properly 
applied,  will  produce  works  that  will  not  only  fulfil  their 
useful  purpose  to  the  benefit  of  a whole  community,  but 
will  do  so  in  the  most  economical  manner  possible. 

220.  The  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners with  regard  to  filters  do  not  leave  the  reader 
with  any  very  satisfactory  idea  of  how  best  to  proceed. 
The  first  conclusion  with  regard  to  filters  proper,  as  dis- 
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tinguisht'd  from  contact  beds,  is  as  follows  : “ For  prac- 
tical ])urposes,  and  assuming  good  distribution,  the  same 
purification  will  be  obtained  from  a given  quantity  of 
coarse  material, whether  it  is  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
deep  or  of  a shallow  percolating  filter,  if  the  volume  of 
sewage  liquor  treated  per  cubic  yard  be  the  same  in  each 
case. 

“ AVith  regard  to  percolating  filters  of  fine  material,  if 
tlie  liquid  to  be  purified  were  absolutely  free  from  sus- 
pended or  coloidal  solids,  and  if  thorough  aeration  could 
be  maintained,  the  statement  just  made  for  filters  of 
coarse  material  might  possibly  hold  good  for  filters  of 
fine  material  also.  In  practice,  however,  these  condi- 
tions can  scarcely  be  maintained  with  large  rates  of 
flow,  and  we  think  that  the  greatest  efiiciency  can  be  got 
out  of  a given  quantitj^  of  fine  material,  arranging  it 
in  the  form  of  a shallow  filter  rather  than  of  a deep 
filter.  But  we  are  not  in  a position  to  make  an  exact 
quantitative  statement  as  to  the  difference  in  efficiency 
of  the  two  forms.” 

221.  As  its  name  implies,  a iJercolating  filter  is  one 
through  which  the  sewage  |rercolates,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  if  such  a filter  is  composed  of  coarse  material  the 
“good  distribution’’  mentioned  by  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners is  absolutely  essential,  as  otherwise  the  sewage 
will  run  through  it  ui  a stream  at  any  point  where  it 
may  be  so  delivered  on  the  surface  of  the  filter,  and 
under  these  circumstances  it  is  desirable  at  the  outset 
to  consider  what  appliances  are  available  for  producing, 
this  “ good  distribution.” 

SPRINKLERS. 

222.  Ihe  Royal  Commissioners  offei'  comments  on  four 
types  <d  sprinlders  used  for  this  purpose,  which  may  be 
quoted  at  length  as  the  matter  is  of  the  most  serious 
importance. 

'■  Type  No.  1 : As  regards  moving  sprinklers  we  may 
make  the  following  observations:-- 

“fa)  Unless  driven  by  applied  power,  which  must  ob- 
viously increase  the  cost  of  distribution  considerably, 
they  are  seriously  affected  in  their  distribution  by  wind, 
and  by  severe  frost  and  snow.  In  the  case  of  light  re- 
volving sprinklers,  they  are  not  infrequently  brought 
to  a standstill  by  the  tvind.  AVhere  the  filter  is  a small 
one,  this  disadvantage  may,  to  a considerable  extent,  be 
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overcome  by  building  wind  screens  round  the  filter  or 
by  raising  the  retaining  walls,  but  on  large  works  we 
should  think  that  this  would  be  impracticable,  and  with 
large  filters  not  very  effective.” 

Whether  the  Commissioners  have  quite  grasi>ed  the 
true  facts  is  open  to  question.  From  the  statement 
quoted  above  it  would  certainly  seem  that  the  ordinary 
moving  sprinJvler  is  a very  unsatisfactory  arrangement  ; 
but  most  engineers  and  sewage  works  managers  must 
have  been  surprised  to  read  this  sweeping  condemnation 
of  an  appliance  which  is  in  very  general  use,  and  in  the 
author’s  opinion  it  would  be  well  for  any  engineer  pro- 
posing to  use  a revolving  sprinkler  to  gather  facts  for 
himself  from  the  many  works  where  such  sprinklers  are 
used.  However,  assuming  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners have  had  an  exceptional  experience  with  their 
sprinklers  one  cannot  altogether  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  with  such  a method  of  distribution  there  is  always 
the  possibility  of  the  sprinkler  stopping,  in  which  case 
the  sewage  will  leave  a coarse  filter  absolutely  untreatetl. 
No  such  risk  is  run  with  filters  which  are  not  dependent 
for  their  proper  working  on  a sprinkler. 

223.  Royal  Oommissionei’s’  Report  continues  as 
follows  ; — “ (b)  Automatic  revolving  sirrinklers,  when  used 
initennittentiy  (i.e.,  when  fed  from  a flushing  tank)  are 
capable  of  adjusting  themselves  to  large  variations  of 
flow,  but  wheai  used  continuously,  without  a flushing 
tank,  their  rates  of  working  can  only  be  varied  within 
somecyhat  narrow  limits.” 

It  would  be  more  exact  to  sa}'  that  when  used  with  a 
storage  tank  tho  tank  will,  if  large  enough,  deal  with  the 
varieties  of  florw.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  sprinkler 
ever  adapts  itself  to  these  variations,  except  within  the 
narrow  liimits  mentioned,  and  it  may  be  taken  that 
storage  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  inequalities  of  the 
sewage  flow  is  generally,  if  not  invariably,  necessary. 

224.  We  are  next  told  that  “ (c)  The  forms  of  sprinkler 
in  wliich  tank  liciuor  is  delivered  to  the  bed  through  a 
number  of  small  holes  need  a considerable  amount  of 
attention.  The  arms  require  to  be  brushed  out  at  least 
once  a day,  unless  tho  tank  liquor  happens  to  be  excep- 
tionally free  from  su'sjiended  matter,  or  not  likely  to 
produce  fungoid  gTOwths.”  Tliis  is  a cautious  statemeni. 
but  indicates  ihe  need  for  cleaning  tlie  sprinkler,  which 
Is  gencra.lily  adiniiled. 


AXD  SEWAGE  EI^POSAL. 


109 


225.  nie  Oom  miss  loners  next  comment  on  fixed  jet 
sprinklers  as  follows: — “Distribution  by  means  of  per- 
forated pipes  or  nozzles  laid  over  a filtei'ing  area  is  almost 
always  ra flier  unequal,  and  tins  would  be  a disadvanitage 
except  in  the  case  of  fairly  deep  beds  constructed  of  fine 
or  medium  material,  or  deep  beds  (say  eight  feet  or  more) 
or  coai-se  material.  This  anethod  of  distribution,  more- 
over, needs  a considerable  head  of  liquid  for  proper 
working;  and  also  requires  constant  attention  to  keep  tflie 
pipes  and  distributing  holes  clean  and  free. 

“At  Birmingham,  where  the  nozzle  form  of  distributor 
is  in  use  on  a large  scale,  for  eacli  acre  and  a half  of 
filter  oaie  man  is  constantly  emiployed  night  and  day  in 
cleaning  the  nozzles.  The  constant  walking  over  the 
surface  of  a filter  is  a distinct  drawback,  but  assuming 
that  the  occupation  is  not  dangerous  to  the  workman,  we 
think  that  this  method  of  disti-ibution  will,  in  many 
cases,  be  found  efficient  and  cheap.” 

AVe  are  first  told  that  the  distribution  is  “ rather  un- 
equal,” next  that  the  sprinkler  needs  “ constant  atten- 
tion,” which  involves  injury  to  the  surface  of  the  bed  by 
a man  “constantly  employed  night  and  day”  in  tramp- 
ling it  down,  and  finally  that  this  method  of  distribution 
will  be  found  “ efficient  and  cheap.”  If  the  condemna- 
toiy  sentences  are  accurate  it  follows  that  the  method 
cannot  possibly  be  efficient  or  cheajr  for  the  majority  of 
work  s . 


TIPPING  TROUGHS  AND  DRIPPING  TRAYS. 

227.  The  commissioners  deal  with  tipping  tix>ughs  and 
dripping  trays  under  one  heading,  as  follows  : — “ Tipping 
troughs  and  dripjdng  trays  are,  in  our  opinion,  more 
suitable  for  small  than  for  large  installations.  They  can 
adapt  themselves  to  large  variations  of  flow,  and  in  the 
case  of  small  or  medium-sized  Avorks,  where  constant 
supervision  is  not  available,  this  is  a great  advantage. 
We  may  add  that  these  trays  are  better  suited  for  the 
distribution  of  a large  volume  of  weak  liquid  than  a small 
volume  of  strong  liquid. 

“The  distribution  is  seldom  perfect  by  either  of  the.se 
forms  of  distributor,  and,  consequenHy.  it  is  advdsable  to 
have  deep  beds  where  they  are  adopted.  Further,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  delivery  of  liquid  in  lx>th  cases  ie 
more  or  less  constant,  medium-sized  or  coarse  material 
should  be  used  to  prevent  ponding. 
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“ A certain  amount  of  supen'ision  is  nec<rS6ary.  a-  a tray 
may  become  blocked  or  a ti’ough  may  fail  to  ui>.  The 
trays  would  require  to  be  looked  at  about  once  a day,  we 
think,  and  tipping  troughs  about  twice  a day,  but  Ijeyond 
tliis  little  attention  is  required.  The  distribution  in 
botli  these  forms  is  divided  up  into  a number  >d  units, 
and  it  is  very  unlikely  that  more  than  one  or  two  units 
would  get  out  of  order  at  a time,  and  that  the  distribu- 
tion would  be  bad  over  a whole  filtering  area. 

■■  That  tipping  troughs  are  liable  to  Ire  compietely  put 
•out  of  action  by  severe  frost  we  have  seen  exemplitic-d  at 
Little  Drayton,  and,  although  we  have  had  no  expeiience 
of  the  same  kind  with  regard  to  the  trays,  we  should 
think  that  these  were  also  liable  to  be  affected  by  severe 
frost,  though  in  their  case  distribution  would  never 
cease  altogether.” 

228.  The  commissioners  do  not,  however,  pjint  out  the 
worst  defect  of  the  dripping  tray,  which  is  that  sewage 
is  discharged  drip  by  drip  on  to  certain  fixed  ixunts,  and 
these  points  soon  become  foul,  also  the  sewage  thus  dis- 
charged passes  through  the  coarse  filter  along  a certain 
narrow  track,  which  is  then  overworked.  A foul  track  is 
formed,  and  the  surrounding  materia.1  in  the  bed  is  not 
used.  The  sewage  passes  quickly  down  the  foul  track  .and 
is  apt  to  issue  in  a worse  condition  than  when  it  left 
the  sprinkler.  For  this  reason  alone  the  moving  sprinkler 
is  much  to  be  preferred.  Also  the  fixed  trough  must  have 
rigid  supports;  if  allowed  to  merely  rest  on  the  surface 
of  the  filter  it  will  sink  in  places,  causing  unequal  dis- 
tribution and  overflowing.  This  point  is  of  the  gieatest 
importance. 

229.  The  concluding  remark  of  the  commissioners  with 
regard  to  sprinklers  is  that  “ all  forms  of  distribution  cu 
percolating  filters  are  liable  to  give  rise  to  nuisance  fixun 
smell,  if  a strong-smelling  liquor  has  to  be  dealt  with. 
In  the  case  of  trays  or  tipping  troughs  the  smell  is  con- 
fined, more  or  less,  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  filter, 
and  it  may  be  largely  done  away  with  at  small  works 
by  providing  an  inexpensive  form  of  cover  for  the  filter. 
The  nozzle  form  of  distributor  is,  naturally,  the  most 
liable  to  give  rise  to  smell,  but  moving  sprinklers  are 
almost  equally  bad  in  this  respect.” 

230.  It  may  be  seetv  from  the  above  tliat  the  commis- 
sioners tell  ns  that  every  fortn  of  sprinkler  is  defective, 
and  if  they  do  not  actually  advise  us  not  to  use  them 
they  “ damn  with  faint  ju'aise  ” — praise  so  excecdintrly 
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faint  and  so  qualified  that  their  remarks  must  be  re- 
garded in  the  light  of  a serious  warning  against  " all 
forms  of  distribution  in  percolating  filters.” 

We  are  told,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  must  “ assume 
good  distribution,”  but  no  way  of  satisfactorily  obtaining 
this  is  stated.  AVe  are  later  told  that  “ peixsolating 
filters  are  better  adapted  to  variations  of  flow  than  con- 
tact beds,”  but  this  cannot  be  possible  unless  the  sprinkler 
will  supply  the  varying  quantities.  A contact  bed  or  a 
filter  worked  -without  a sprinkler  will  take  sewage  in  a 
sudden  rush,  if  required,  but  no  sprinkler  will  do  so. 

It  does  not  follow  that  there  is  no  way  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, however,  and  as  the  problem  of  unequal  flow  has 
long  ago  been  dealt  with  by  means  of  a tank  used  to  feed 
the  sprinkler,  it  is  extraordinary  that  the  commissioners 
should  make  such  a point  of  the  difficulties  of  unequal 
flow,  and  it  is  not  desirable  or  necessary,  within  limits, 
that  any  sprinkler  should  distribute  liquid  at  unequal 
rates  on  a filter. 

The  ordinary  revolving  sprinkler  is  probably  the  best 
for  most  cases,  and  the  fixed  jet  has  its  uses.  In  the 
author’s  opinion  the  defects  of  the  rotary  sprinkler  are 
less  serious  than  the  commissioners’  report  would  lead 
one  to  suppose. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

231.  The  discussion  as  to  the  grade  of  material  to  be 
used  in  filters  has  gone  on  for  many  years,  and  will  pro- 
bably continue.  Some  authorities  recommend  fine 
material,  and  point  to  results  which  justify  their  conclu- 
sion, while  others  obtain  good  results  from  filters  con- 
structed of  large  blocks  of  clinker.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  when  very  fine  material  is  used  the  good  results  could 
not  have  been  obtained  without  considerable  preliminary 
treatment,  for  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  a thick  sewage 
would  choke  a fine  filter  if  discharged  upon  it  in  large 
quantities.  Assuming,  however,  that  the  sewage  can  pass 
through  the  filter  properly,  it  is  clear  that  a mass  of 
fine  material  must  provide  more  surface  for  contact  than 
an  equal  mass  of  coarse  material,  and  it  is  common 
experience  that  the  finer  the  material  the  greater  the 
degree  of  purification  and  the  greater  the  tendency  to 
clog ; also  that  the  coarser  the  material  the  less  will  be 
the  amount  of  purification  and  the  less  the  tendency  to 
clog. 


112 


PRA CTICA  L RE  W ERA GE 


232.  It  must  therefore  always  remain  a matter  which 
can  only  be  settled  by  the  engineer  after  weighing  all 
considerations  whether  the  filters  shall  be  coarse  or  fine. 

It  may  be  tliat  filtering  material  is  very  dear,  and  that 
land  is  very  valuable,  and  that  sludge  can  be  extracted 
from  the  sewage  and  removed  without  nuisance.  In  such 
a case,  witli  a clear  tank  effluent  to  treat,  a very  fine 
filter  may  treat  a very  large  quantity  of  sewage  per 
cubic  yard  most  satisfactorily. 

In  another  case  where  filters  can  be  constructed  cheaply 
and  where  there  is  ample  area  for  the  works,  it  may  c-e 
well  to  treat  a thicker  tank  effluent  on  coarser  filters, 
with  secondary  treatment  on  finer  filters  to  follow. 

At  other  places  it  will  be  desirable  to  purify  the  whole 
of  the  sewage,  including  the  sludge,  and  this  may  be 
done  by  the  use  of  the  septic  tank,  followed  by  contact 
beds  or  filters,  or  by  the  slate  bed,  followed  by  contact 
beds  or  filters.  In  such  cases  the  first  filters  will  probably 
be  best  constructed  of  coarse  material,  and  with  secondary 
filters  of  a much  finer  material. 

233.  There  can  be  no  hard  and  fast  rule  for  the  grade 
of  material  in  filters.  It  is  merely  a matter  of  size  and 
capacity.  A very  fine  filter  would  treat  the  thickest 
sewage  if  the  quantity  distributed  were  only  small  enough, 
while  the  weakest  tank  effluent  may  sometimes  be  treate-d 
advantageously  in  ¥617  coarse  material,  seeing  that  very 
little  purification  is  required,  and  an  enormous  quantity 
of  liquid  per  cubic  yard  may  have  to  be  passed  through. 

234.  There  is  much  confusion  of  ideas  with  regard  to 
the  work  that  can  be  done  by  a filter  per  cubic  yard.  One 
hears  of  one  filter  dealing  with  500  or  600  gallons  of 
sewage  per  cubic  yard  per  diem,  while  another  of  similar 
construction  can  only  be  worked  at  the  rate  of,  say,  60 
gallons  par  cubic  yard.  These  statements  are  valueless 
unless  one  knows — (1)  the  strength  of  the  seAvage.  (2)  ""he 
nature  of  the  preliminary  treatment,  (3)  the  degree  of 
purification  effected,  and  (4)  the  life  of  the  filter. 

It  is  quite  easy  to  understand  that  where  sewage  is 
weak  at  the  start  and  diluted  with  an  enonuous  quan- 
tity of  land  Avater,  and  is  then  submitted  to  elaborate 
tank  treatment,  ami  afterwards  ]iassed  on  to  a filter 
Avitih.  say.  75  per  cent,  of  the  impurities  removed,  an 
enormous  quantity  can  Ix'  treateil  jier  cubic  yard  beoause 
the  Avork  required  from  the  filter  is.  in  that  case.  Aein- 
small.  Also  it  is  possible  to  make  a filter  purify  for  a 
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tune  a niucli  larger  quantity  of  sewage  than  it  can  go 
on  treating  indelinitely.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
with  contact  beds,  which  will  often  produce  a good 
effluent  when  much  over-worked.  These  results  do  not 
show  normal  working  possibilities. 

235.  Similar  errors  are  due  to  the  results  obtained  from 
small  experimental  installations,  which  do  not  reproduce 
the  conditions  of  ordinary  working.  The  only  true  guide 
to  the  engineer  is  the  result  of  actual  working  at  sewage 
disposal  works  which  have  existed  under  normal  condi- 
tions for  some  years.  Such  results  are  to  hand  ail  over 
the  country,  and  from  them  can  the  only  true  practical 
data  be  gatJiered. 

236.  The  Royal  Commissioners  say  that  “ For  prac- 
tical purposes,  and  assuming  good  distribution,  the  same 
purification  will  be  obtained  from  a given  quantity  of 
coarse  material,  whether  it  is  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
deep  or  of  a shallow  percolating  filter,  if  the  volume  of 
sewage  liquor  tr-eated  per  cube  yard  be  the  same  in  each 
case.” 

With  regard  to  filters  of  fine  material,  owing  to  prac- 
tical difficulties  due  to  suspended  and  colloidal  solids 
and  insufficient  aeration,  the  commissioners  consider 
that  the  greatest  efficiency  can  be  obtained  from  a given 
quantity  of  material  arranged  in  the  form  of  a shallow 
filter  rather  than  of  a deep  filter. 

237.  It  is  not  the  author’s  purpose  to  criticise  the 
Royal  Commission’s  ixport,  but  in  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject of  sewase  disposal  in  the  order  adopted  by  the  Royal 
Commissioners  it  is  impossible  .always  to  agi’ee  with 
them.  The  Commissioners  consider  contact  beds  and 
filters  under  one  heading,  and  although  it  is  convenient 
in  many  ways  to  do  so  there  is  such  a wide  difference 
in  the  working  of  the  contact  beds  and  in  that  of  the 
■percolatinsr  filter  that  it  is  unwise  to  regard  them  always 
in  this  manner.  Moreover,  it  is  due  to  this  careless 
method  of  regarding  the  contact  bed  as  a filter  that  bad 
rasults  have  been  i>btained  at  many  places. 


COMMON  ERRORS. 

238.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a contact  bed 
to  be  allowed  to  fill  at  a very  slow  rate.  This  method 
of  filling  or  of  distributing  sewage  is  quite  satisfactory 
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with  the  filter,  but  is  calculated  to  put  the  befct  <x/ut:vct 
bed  out  of  workini'.  and  neither  the  Koyal  Comuijsfc;on 
nor  the  I>ocal  Government  Board  appears  to  have  j,!ra.sped 
this  all-important  fact. 

Another  point  which  should  be  clearly  grasped  n that 
where  sewage  is  allowed  to  stream  through  a coarse  con- 
tact bed  the  purification  effected  is  nil,  for  the  reason 
that  in  such  a case  a stream  of  sewage  short  circuits  do'wn 
through  the  bed  and  into  the  sub-drains,  and  is  at  once 
discharged,  with  the  result  that  no  purification  is  efiected 
and  the  part  of  the  bed  through  which  the  sewage  runs 
is  altogether  overworked  and  soon  becomes  exce^irigly 
foul.  For  instance,  one  finds  such  statements  as  the 
tollowin"  : — In  the  experiments  carried  out  for  the  United 
States  Board  of  Agriculture  at  Clarion.  Ohio,  in  the 
sterilisation  of  contact  bed  and  filter  effluents  the  rc-sult 
was  found  to  be  better  in  the  case  of  the  sand  filter 
effluent  than  in  the  case  of  that  from  contact  beds,  but 
we  are  told  that  “ during  the  night  the  contact  beds  are 
operated  continuously.”  This  is  exactly  what  is  done  at 
many  other  places,  and  the  practice  cannot  be  sufficiently 
condemned.  If  the  contact  beds  are  allowed  to  act  as 
streaming  filters  during  any  part  of  their  period  c>f  work 
not  only  will  a bad  effluent  be  the  immediate  result,  but 
the  beds  will  become  clogged  and  foul,  so  that  they  will 
not  work  pi-operly  at  other  times,  and  not  only  will  this 
take  place,  but  it  will  be  hard  to  induce  the  manager  to 
work  the  beds  regularly  at  all,  Avith  the  consequence  that 
foul  sewage  will  be  allowed  to  pass  through  the  beds 
frequently  so  as  to  make  them  absolutely  unfit  for  their 
work. 

Unless  a contact  bed  is  so  arranged  that  it  cannot  be 
used  as  a streaming  filter  in  this  manner,  it  will  be  sure 
(o  produce  an  unsatisfactory  result. 


RELATIVE  CAPACITY  OF  FII.TER.*?. 

239.  The  Royal  Commissioners  state  that.  “ faking 
into  account  the  gradual  loss  of  capacity  of  contact  beds, 
a cubic  yard  of  material  arranged  in  the  form  of  a per- 
colating filter  will  generally  treat  about  tAvice  as  much 
tank  liquor  as  a cubic  yard  of  material  in  a contact  bed.” 
This  conclusion,  hoAvever,  is  based  upon  experiments 
which  are  by  no  means  conclusi\-e.  In  the  first  place 
the  Commissioners  admit  that,  ‘‘  the  question  of  the 
relative  merits  is  one  of  some  difficulty,  .as  very  few 
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strictly  cuniparative  experiments  on  a large  scale  have 
been  made.”  The  contact  beds  and  filter;  used  by  the 
Commissioners  from  which  tliey  drew  tlieir  conclusions 
were  very  small  indeed,  and  from  evidence  contained  in 
the  report  they  appear  to  have  been  filled  with  material 
liable  to  disintegration,  and  to  have  been  insufficiently 
drained.  General  experience  does  not  bear  out  the  con- 
clusion that  contact  beds  are  only  half  as  efficient  as 
percolating  filters,  and  any  engineer  who  had  obtained 
results  from  the  best  type  of  contact  bed  would  be  very 
unwise  in  assuming,  under  ordinai’y  conditions,  that  he 
could  deal  with  the  same  quantity  ol  sewage  on  a per- 
colating filter  of  half  the  size.  Until  recently  the  Local 
Government  Board  required  pei’colating  filters  to  be  of 
the  same  cubic  capacity  as  contact  beds.  If  the  same 
care  were  taken  over  the  construction  and  the  filling  and 
the  emptying  arrangements  of  contact  beds  as  is  generally 
taken  in  the  case  of  the  percolating  filter,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  old  rule  would  be  a very  safe  one.  In 
the  author’s  opinion  the  conclusions  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission can  only  be  justified  by  taking  into  account  the 
fact  that  contact  beds  are  generally  badly  constructed 
and  improperly  worked.  Both  the  percolating  filter  and 
the  contact  bed  have  their  special  uses,  and  it  is  a mis- 
take to  condemn  the  contact  bed  because  it  is  not,  as  a 
rule,  properly  understood. 


VARIATIONS  OF  FLOW. 

240  The  Commissioners  tell  us  that  “ percolating  filters 
are  better  adapted  to  variations  of  flow  than  contact 
beds.”  It  is  impossible  to  agree  with  this  conclusion. 
'The  percolating  filter  is  generally  fed  by  means  of  a 
sprinkler,  and  it  is  clearly  not  practicable  to  increase  the 
rate  of  flow  to  any  great  extent  in  such  a case,  seeing 
that  a considerably  increased  head  of  liquid  would  be  re- 
quired to  produce  the  effect,  which  is  generally  quite  out 
of  the  question,  and  the  only  means  by  which  great  varia- 
tions of  flow  can  be  dealt  with  is  by  putting  additional 
sections  of  filter  into  use,  or  by  storage  in  a tank,  which 
is  equally  possible  with  either  contact  beds  or  filters.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  po.ssible  to  increase  the  rate  of 
filling  the  contact  bed  to  any  extent,  seeing  that,  practi- 
cally speaking,  it  is  simply  pouring  so  much  liquid  into 
a tank,  and  increased  rate  is  of  no  consequence. 
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PilACTICAL  DETAILS  OF  CONSTRUCTION’— 
CONTACT  BEDS. 

241.  In  the  first  place,  a contact  bed  must  be  so  arranged 
that  it  will  fill  within  a stated  time  and  at  any  rate, 
and  at  works  of  moderate  size  this  regular  filling  can  only 
be  obtained  hy  the  use  of  a tank  the  liquid  capacity  of 
which  is  equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  contact  bed.  Only 
one  such  tank  will  be  required,  and  the  ordinary  sewage 
or  tank  effluent  must  flow  into  it  until  it  is  sufficiently 
full  to  fin  one  bed.  The  liquid  must  then  be  discharged 
till  the  bed  is  full,  when  the  flow  must  be  shut  off.  This 
can  be  done  by  hand,  but,  if  so,  constant  attention  will  be 
required,  and,  practically  sgaeaking,  automatic  apparatus 
is  therefore  essential.  Unless  this  dosing  tank  forms 
part  of  the  scheme  and  automatic  apparatus  can  be  in- 
stalled, it  is  as  improbable  that  good  results  will  be  ob- 
tained with  the  contact  bed  as  would  be  a case  if  a 
percolating  filter  were  installed  without  a preliminary 
rank  in  which  the  liquid  could  head  up  and  without  some 
form  of  automatic  distributor. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

CONTACT  BEDS  (Continued). 

AUTOMATIC  APPARATUS. 

242.  The  automatic  .apparatus  required  for  the  proper 
working  of  contact  beds  is  of  such  importance  that  it  is 
necessary  to  deal  with  tlie  subject  separately  as  a pre- 
liminary matter.  The  automatic  apparatus  for  filling 
the  first  contact  beds  should  be  of  such  a kind  as  to  make 
it  possible  for  a works  manager  to  set  it  to  discharge 
the  full  contents  of  the  storage  tank  (described  in  the 
preceding  paragraph)  or  part  of  the  contents  only,  as 
may  ibe  requir^,  so  that  in  the  first  place  it  ma}-  be 
possible  to  make  the  apparatus  fill  the  beds  up  to  a 
certain  level  without  any  fear  of  over-filLng,  ^nd  in  the 
next  place  that  it  may  be  possible  for  the  manager  to 
alter  the  quantity  disoliarged  from  tJie  tank  to  a nicety, 
so  that  as  the  beds  lose  their  capacity  they  may  not 
over-fill  ; absolute  control  of  the  discharge  is  required. 
Tlie  apparatus  as  a whole  must  be  capable  of  filling  the 
bods  in  rotation,  and  must  be  such — (a)  That  all  flow 
into  any  bed  may  be  absolutely  shut  off  directl}-  the  bed 
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is  £lled  to  tiie  required  level ; (lb)  that  tiliis  flow  may  re- 
main so  shUit  off  till  the  bed  is  quite  empty  again — that 
is,  that  no  liquid  may  flow  into  the  feed  and  so  through 
it  while  the  b^  is  emptying  ; (c)  that  there  may  be  ab«i- 
lutely  no  possibility  of  liquid  rising  in  the  bed  above  a 
certain  stated  water  level.  In  addition  to  these  require- 
ments, it  may  sometimes  be  desirable  to  have  the  ap- 
paratus BO  arranged  that  in  case  of  an  excessive  flow  due 
to  an  abnormal  amsh  of  storm  water,  wilien  all  the  first 
contact  beds  are  standing  full,  the  overflow  may  cauise 
the  opening  of  the  automatic  valves  so  as  to  produce 
streaming  action  throughout  each  set  of  beds  until  the 
excessive  flow  ceases.  This  requirement  is  more  in  the 
nature  of  a safeguard  against  accident,  such  as  the 
bursting  of  a large  water  main,  tlian  for  ordinary  work- 
ing. It,  in  short,  prevenis  the  possibility  of  the  Avorks 
ever  being  flooded. 


EMITYI.NG  BEGtt. 

243.  The  automatic  apparatus  for  emptying  contact 
beds  in  first,  second,  or  tliird  series,  shiOuld  be  capable  of 
holding  the  liquid  in  oontaot  in  the  beds  for  any  time 
required — say,  between  five  minutes  and  six  hours 
When  the  liquid  has  stood  in  contact  for  the  time  re- 
quired, the  liquid  conteaits  of  the  bed  must  be  automati- 
cally discharged.  The  time  taken  for  emptying  the  beds 
should  generally  be  about  one  hour,  and  sometimes 
longer.  It  is  important  that  tlie  discharge  from  the  first 
beds  should  not  be  too  violent,  or  the  undigested  solid 
matters  will  fee  Avashed  out.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  Avork  of  the  contact  bed  is  done  while  it  is  empty 
rather  than  Avhile  it  is  full,  and  that  the  matters  in 
suspension  should  first  come  to  rest  on  the  filling  mate- 
rial in  the  body  of  the  bed,  after  AVlidch  the  liquid  should 
fee  draAvn  off  in  such  a manner  as  not  to  disturb  them. 
The  solid  mattere  will  then  be  liquefied  in  the  first  bed, 
while  it  is  standing  emipty.  This  remark  applies  par- 
ticularly to  slate  beds,  Av^hich  often  discharge  much  un- 
digested matter  OAving  to  the  quick  rate  of  discharge. 
The  engineer  should  give  this  point  very  careful  atten- 
tion in  the  design  and  construction  of  the  bed,  and  also 
in  his  choice  of  automatic  apparatus.  When  the  beds 
are  empty  the  apparatus  .should  permit  them  to  drain 
for  at  least  half  an  hour,  and  if  the  bods  are  clogged  a 
longer  period  of  drainase  Avill  bo  desirable. 
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It  should  be  possible  for  the  manager  to  be  able 
easily  to  adjust  the  apparatus  so  that  one  set  of  beds, 
consisting  of  a first,  second,  and  third  lx;d,  if  so  rnany 
are  installed,  may  lie  set  out  of  use  for  rest  or  for  clean- 
ing, without  in  any  way  upsetting  the  automatic  tilling 
and  emptying  of  tlie  others. 

244.  The  apparatus  should  be  capable  of  working  with 
the  smallest  possible  flow,  or  with  the  main  sewer  run- 
ning full  bore  witlliout  over-filling  or  under-filling  the 
contact  beds. 

The  apparatus  in  the  contact  beds  should  also  be  cap- 
able of  being  set  easily,  to  discharge  when  liquid  stands 
at  any  particular  level  to  be  clTosen  ; that  is  to  say,  the 
apparatus  should  be  capable  of  working  with  the  beds 
filled  up  to  the  top  water  level,  or  to  any  level  below  it. 
For  it  is  obvious  that  if  the  first  beds  lose  their  capacity 
quicker  than  the  second  beds — as  may  well  occur — -they 
will  not  deliver  enough  liquid  to  fill  tire  second  beds,  and 
unless  the  appai'atus  in  the  second  beds  can  be  set  to  dis- 
charge their  contents  when  water  stands  at  a lower  level, 
it  is  clear  that  they  'wiill  not  work  properly.  In  such  a 
case  the  second  beds  will  not  empty,  but  will  stand,  say, 
thi'ee-quarters  full  of  liquid  till  the  next  discharge 
occurs,  When  they  will  be  ovei’-filled.  In  the  meantime, 
the  second  beds  will  have  been  fouled  and  temporarily 
spoiled.  THiis  miserable  condition  of  affairs  is  rery 
common,  and  largely  accounts  for  the  prejudice  against 
the  contact  bed.  Thus  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  the 
apparatus  of  the  second  beds  must  be  capable  of  being 
easily  adjusted  so  as  to  empty  tliem,  however  low  the 
water  level  may  be.  First  contact  beds  will  often  lose 
capacity  and  recover,  and  it  is  most  uneconomical  to 
olean  them  whenever  they  lose  capacity. 

Tlie  same  I'emark  also  applies  to  tlie  apparatus  in  the 
tihird  beds,  which  beds  very  often  have  a greater  liquid 
capacity  than  the  second  beds.  Tlie  automatic  appa- 
ratus in  the  tliird  beds  must,  therefore,  l>e  capable  of 
similar  adjustment. 

.<\n.TUSTMENT  OF  .\UTO.M ATIC  AIM’AKATUS. 

245.  Tt  is  important  that  the  adjusting  of  the  apparatus 
should  not  be  a difficult  matter,  needing  special  know- 
ledge, seeing  that  if  tlie  works  are  to  be  kept  in  the 
best  possible  order  and  give  the  best  economical  results 
small  adjustments  will  frequently  be  necessary.  Thus 
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it  should  bo  well  within  the  power  of  an  intelligent 
manager  to  set  tlie  apparatus  and  adjust  it  to  a nicety, 
and  for  this  reason  simplicity  of  design  should  be  taken 
into  account.  Moreover,  it  ought  not  to  be  a lengthy 
process  making  it  necessary  to  put  the  beds  out  of  use 
while  it  is  being  done.  It  is  well,  in  addition  to  the 
automatic  working,  to  have  complete  control  of  the  m 
stallation  by  means  of  hand  valves. 

24b.  These  requirements  may  sound  exacting,  but  there 
is  automatic  apparatus  on  the  market  supplied  by  more 
than  one  lirm  which  will  comply  with  them,  and  unless 
such  automatic  apparatus  is  installed  it  will,  in  the 
majority  of  cast's,  be  unwise  to  have  contact  beds.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  contact  beds  are  properly  designed 
and  constructed  so  that  they  till  promptly,  stand  full 
without  leaking,  discharge  at  a propel  rate,  and  give 
their  proper  time  of  contact,  and  cannot  be  used  as 
streaming  filters  for  sewage,  they  will  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  sewage  in  a manner  which  has  not  as  yet 
been  equalled  by  any  other  type  of  filter  if  freedom  from 
juiisaiice  and  absence  of  the  sludue  ditliculty  may  be  taken 
into  account.  Unfortunately,  the  vast  majority  of  exist- 
ing works  do  not  conform  to  this  standard,  and  so  give 
indifferent  results. 


( IIAlTMi:  XXVIII. 

AUK.VXdEMEXT  OF  CONTACT  BEDS. 

247.  The  author  has  found  that  in  order  to  obtain  a 
really  good  effluent  from  a strong  sewage,  such  as  is  dis- 
charged from  a septic  tank  which  is  never  emptied,  it 
18  necessary  to  provide  a much  larger  area  or  filter  or 
contact  bed  than  is  generally  allowed  if  the  clogging  of  the 
beds  is  to  be  avoided.  Unless  the  sewage  is  very  strong, 
double  contact  is  generally  sufficient,  but  it  will  always 
be  well  as  a safeguard  to  provide  triple  contact  beds,  or 
fine  filters  if  the  effluent  is  to  be  of  the  highest  possible 
quality. 

It  is  a very  common  error  to  assume  that  contact 
beds,  if  filled  only  once  a day  by  the  dry  weather  flow, 
will  produce  a good  effluent,  taking  no  account  of  the 
grade  of  the  filling  material  or  of  whether  the  beds  are 
arranged  for  single,  double,  or  triple  contact. 
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Assuming  that  it  is  possible  to  arrange  the  filtering 
material  in  a triple  contact  system,  it  is  clear  that  for 
each  cubic  yard  of  material  in  the  first  bed  about  fifty - 
six  gallons  of  sewage  can  be  treated  per  day  with  one  fill- 
ing. This  is  true,  but  the  sewage  will  be  only  partly 
purified  by  the  process,  and  it  must  then  pass  into  a 
second  contact  bed  of  similar  capacity.  This  bed  will 
generally  be  sufficient,  but  in  the  case  of  a very  foul 
sewage  a further  step  will  be  required,  viz.,  triple  con- 
tact. Thus,  for  the  fifty-six  gallons  of  sewage  purified, 
three  separate  cubic  yards  of  filtering  material  will  have 
been  required,  so  that  the  quantity  of  material  require^l 
will  be  roughly  one  cubic  yard  for  every  nineteen  gallon.*- 
treated.  This  may  sound  an  impossible  allowance,  but 
tlie  author  has  found  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  in 
one  case,  at  least,  after  trials  extending  over  several 
years.  Ordinarily  for  second  contact  the  allowance  for 
dry  weather  flow  will  be  about  thirty-eight  gallons  per 
cubic  yard,  but  not  more  if  the  sludge  difficulty  is  to  be 
really  overcome. 

248.  Wliether  it  is  more  economical  to  remove  the 
sludge  before  filtration  is  a matter  for  very  careful  con- 
sideration, but  the  author  has  found  it  economical  to 
construct  works  on  the  lines  suggested  above  in  the  case 
of  small  flows,  of,  say  from  30,000  to  40,000  gallons  per 
diem.  If  such  an  allowance  of  contact  bed  or  filter  can- 
not be  made  it  is  practically  impossible,  with  an 
ordinary  sewage,  to  avoid  having  to  remove  the  sludge. 

DIBDIN  SLATE  BEDS. 

249.  With  regard  to  the  sludge  difficulty,  the  engineer 
has  another  and  probably  a better  alternative  than, 
the  septic  tanlc  and  contact  beds  to  deal  with  the  sludge, 
viz.,  the  Dibdin  slate  beds.  The  Royal  Commission  are 
at  the  present  time  carrying  out  a series  of  careful 
observations  in  order  to  set  forth  exactly  the  results 
which  are  to  be  obtained  from  this  bed. 

250.  The  principle  of  the  elate  bed  is  the  same  as  that, 
of  the  contact  bed,  but  it  is  filled  witli  horzontal  layers 
of  slate.  Crude  sewage  is  run  into  the  bed,  and  is  held 
there,  and  the  solid  matters  are  deposited  on  the  shelves 
of  slate.  These  shelves  of  slate  become  covered  with  a 
growtli  of  living  creatures,  these  being  not  only  bacteria, 
but  small  worms,  and  other  life  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
As  the  bed  stands  empty  these  organisms  feed  upon  the 
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solid  matters  and  bi-eak  them  up  and  tend  to  resolve 
them  into  liquid,  and  into  harmless  chemical  consti 
tuents.  The  result  is  that  with  careful  working  the 
liquid  discharged  contains  no  solid  matters,  but  onl}- 
earthy  matter  more  or  less  inodorous.  In  tlie  author’s 
opinion,  the  weak  point  about  the  slate  bed  is  tliat  it  m 
generally  allowed  to  discharge  with  such  violence  tlial 
solid  matters,  such  as  pieces  of  paper,  are  discharged  at 
times  with  tlie  effluent.  This  could  be  overcome,  n<> 
doubt,  and  the  only  other  possible  drawback  to  the  slate 
bed  is  that  it  might  possibly  sludge  up.  It  does  not 
seem  at  all  probable,  however,  that  it  would  sludge  up, 
and  it  therefore  seems  that  if  more  care  were  given  to 
the  emptying  arrangements  that  the  slate  bed  would  lie 
the  l>est  and  least  objectionable  method  of  dealing  with 
sludge.  The  bed  has  now  been  working  at  several  places 
with  good  results  for  some  years,  and  is  being  generally 
adopted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commissioners  will  confirm  the  good  opinion  which 
many  engineers  have  formed  of  this  process.  If  it 
should  prove  to  be  successful  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  will  form  the  best  preliminary  treatment  for  sewage, 
whatever  the  final  process  may  be. 

251.  Assuming,  however,  that  the  slate  bed  will  noi 
deal  with  all  the  sludge,  it  will  obviously  deal  with  most 
of  it.  If  the  bed  clogs  it  can  easily  be  cleaned  by  flush- 
ing, and  the  sludgy  matters  washed  out  can  be  conducted 
to  a sump  and  dealt  with  by  one  of  the  usual  methods 
of  sludge  disposal.  If  the  effluent  is  too  thick  to  be 
passed  through  a sprinkler  it  can  be  passed  through  a 
settling  tank  from  which  the  humus  or  solid  matters,  if 
any,  can  be  withdravvn.  At  the  worst,  the  quantity  of 
sludge  would  have  been  greatly  reduced,  and,  therefore, 
facing  all  these  possibilities,  engineers  have  not  hesitated 
to  instal  the  slate  bed  at  a great  many  places. 

252.  The  engineer  must  decide  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  face  the  disposal  of  sludge  removed  from  settling 
tanks  or  whether  it  will  be  best  to  deal  with  the  whole 
of  the  sewage,  sludge  and  all.  If  he  is  prepared  to 
eliminate  the  sludge  by  a preliminary  process,  it  is  clear 
that  he  may  fill  his  contact  beds  several  times  a day. 
and  obtain  a pure  effluent  according  to  the  degree  of  puri- 
fication effected  by  the  preliminary  process,  or  he  may 
make  his  percolating  filters  of  correspondingly  small 
area,  but  if  he  is  not  prepared  to  remove  the  sludge  he 
must  either  make  his  filters  or  contact  bods  of  ample 
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size,  or  be  .prepared  to  do  a considerable  amount  <A 
cleaning.  If  these  facts  are  thoroughly  grasped  the  chief 
cause  of  disappointment  in  sewage  disposal  works  will 
have  been  removed. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

THE  GENERAL  PRACTICE  AS  TO  DIMENSIONS 
OF  TANKS,  FILTERS,  AND  CONTACT  BEDS. 

253.  As  a result  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, certain  generally  accepted  rules  may  be  said  to 
exist  and  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  such  rules  have 
more  than  a general  application,  and,  although  they  are 
helpful,  they  do  not  in  any  way  alter  the  fact  that  each 
case  has  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  its  particular  con- 
ditions. 


SCREENS  AND  GRIT  CHAMBERS. 

254.  The  Local  Government  Board  generally  require 
that  all  sewage  should  be  screened,  and  two  or  more 
detritus  tanks  are  demanded  below  the  screen  chamber, 
the  capacity  of  each  tank  being  about  one-hundredth 
of  the  dry  weather  flow. 


TANKS. 

255.  Septic  tanks  are  generally  demanded  in  dupli- 
cate, at  least,  and  their  total  capacity  is  generally  taken 
as  equal  to  the  daily  dry  weather  flow. 

Chemical  precipitation  tanks  for  quiescent  treatment 
are  generally  not  less  than  eight  in  number,  each  tank 
having  a capacity  equal  to  two  hours’  dry  weather  flow. 

Cliemical  precipitation  tanks  for  continuous  flow  .treat- 
ment are  generally  not  less  than  two  in  number,  with  a 
capacity  of  at  least  eight  hours’  dry  weather  flow.  It 
will  be  safer  as  a rule  to  have  more  than  two  tanks. 

Settling  tanks  for  quiescent  sedimentation  are 
generally  at  least  eight  in  number,  each  of  which  tanks 
should  have  a capacity  of  about  two  hours’  dry  weather 
How. 
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Settling  tanks  for  natural  precipitation  with  continu- 
ous How  treatment  should  not  be  less  than  two  in 
number,  with  a total  capacity  of  from  ten  to  fifteen 
liours'  dry  weather  flow. 

KATES  OF  FILTRATION. 

256.  With  i-egard  to  the  total  cubical  contents  of 
filters  required  for  treating  sewage,  the  rates  of  flltration 
given  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  are  rates  which,  ac- 
cording to  their  conclusions,  can  be  doubled  in  wet 
weather.  The  Commissioners  state  that  where  it  is 
necessai-T  to  deal  with  thret  times  the  dry  weather  flow, 
it  would  only  be  necessary  to  provide  one  and  a-half 
times  the  capacity  of  filters  required  for  the  dry  weather 
flow  (see  par.  293,  page  209,  Fifth  Report).  Thus  the 
rates  of  filtration  given  by  the  Commissioners  are 
reduced  by  one-third  to  arrive  at  the  basis  for  calcu- 
lating tlie  size  of  filters  for  three  times  the  dry  weather 
flow.  The  Commissioners  give  figures  for  sewages  of 
various  strengths  and  for  filters  of  different  grades,  and 
for  sewages  which  have  been  treated  by  various  pre- 
liminary treatment.  Thus,  following  their  conclusions, 
it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  make  any  short  statement  as 
to  the  capacity  of  filters. 

LOCAL  COVEKNMENT  BOARD’S  REQUIRE- 

.MENTS. 

257.  Aloore  and  Silcock,  in  their  book,  Sanitary 
Engineering,”  give  a table  which  summarises  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  based 
upon  the  Royal  Commissioners’  conclusions,  and  a 
similar  table  has  also  been  issued  by  private  publica- 
tion. Moreover,  it  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
L. G.B.  have  certain  requirements  regarding  percolating 
filters  and  contact  beds,  and  that  these  requirements 
vary  according  to  the  strength  of  the  sewage  and  the  pre- 
liminary treatment  chiefly,  though  other  conditions 
must  also  have  due  weight.  These  requirements  should 
be  carefully  .studied  by  the  engineer,  but  should  not  be 
too  readily  accepted  as  the  sole  guide  in  preparing  a 
scheme  for  submission  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

STRENGTH  OF  SEWAGE. 

258.  In  the  following  remarks  as  a rough  guide  the 
working  basis  is  the  figure  for  oxygen  absorbed  from 
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strong  permanganate  in  four  hmars  at  80deg.  F.  ; thus  th* 
strength  of  sewage  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows  : — 
Strong  sewage,  17  to  25  parts  per  100,000. 

Average  sewage,  10  to  12  parts  per  100,000. 

Weak  sewage,  7 to  8 parts  per  100,000. 

It  will  always  be  safest  to  assume  that  the  sewage  will 
be  strong  unless  samples  can  be  properly  analysed. 


TREATMENT  OF  CRUDE  SEWAGE  WHICH  HAS 
PASSED  THROUGH  DETRITUS  TANKS  OR 
GRIT  CHAMBERS. 

259.  One  cubic  yard  of  coarse  material  that  will  not 
pass  through  a one-inch  mesh  arranged  as  a per- 
colating filter  is  considered  to  be  capable  of  treating 

not  more  than  fifteen  gallons  of  strong  sewage 

per  day.  If  this  sewage  is  of  average  strength 
the  allowance  may  be  increased  to  twenty-five  gallons 
per  cubic  yard,  and  if  the  sewage  is  weak,  one 

cubic  yard  is  considered  as  being  capable  of  dealing  with 
forty  gallons.  If  one  cubic  yard  of  material  is  arranged 
in  the  fonn  of  triple  contact  beds — that  is  to  say,  with 
one-third  of  a cubic  yard  in  each  bed — it  will  treat 
twenty-five  gallons  of  strong  sewage  per  cubic  yard  per 
diem.  If  the  cubic  yard  is  arranged  in  the  form  of  double 
contact  beds,  it  will  treat  twenty-five  gallons  of  average 
sewage  per  diem,  or  thirty-eight  gallons  of  weak  sewage. 


TREATMENT  OF  SEPTIC  TANK  EFFLUENT. 

260.  For  the  treatment  of  septic  tank  efSuent 
it  is  reckoned  that  one  cubic  yard  of  coarse  material,  that 
will  not  pass  tlirough  a one-inch  mesh,  arranged 
as  percolating  filters,  will  treat  forty-five  gallons 
of  strong  sewage  per  day,  but  the  allowance  is  reduced 
to  thirty-five  gallons  if  the  material  is  from  lin.  to  ^ in. 
in  size.  The  obvious  reason  for  the  reduction  is  that  the 
small  material  is  more  likely  to  clog. 

For  sewage  of  average  strengtli  it  is  reckoned  that 
seventy  gallons  per  cubic  yard  can  be  dealt  with,  the 
material  being  over  lin.  in  size,  while  for  weak  sewage 
the  allowance  is  100  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  either  coarse  or  fine,  the  minimum  grade  being  in. 
With  contact  beds,  however,  the  allowance  is  only  thirty- 
three  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material  being  arranged 
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in  triple  contact  beds.  With  averago  sewage  the  allow- 
ance is  thirty-eight  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  arranged  for 
double  contact.  Fur  weak  sewage  the  allowance  is  seventy- 
live  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material  being  arranged 
for  single  contact  only,  and  with  weak  sewage  the  allow- 
ance is  sixty-six  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  arranged  for  double  contact.  It  appears  to  the 
author  that  the  chief  reason  why  it  has  been  considered 
necessary  by  the  Commissioners  to  allow  a larger  capa- 
city for  the  contact  bed  treating  tank  effluent  than  for 
percolating  filters  treating  the  same  effluent  is  that  in 
the  case  of  the  percolating  filter  a sprinkler  is  generally 
used  which  will  clog  up  if  the  effluent  is  too  thick.  This 
is  a safeguard  as  far  as  the  filter  is  concerned  in  diat 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  works  manager 
will  take  steps  to  clear  the  tank,  so  as  to  keep  the  effluent 
moderately  free  from  sludgy  matters.  In  the  case  of 
contact  beds,  however,  the  tank  is  less  likely  to  be  cleaned, 
because,  however  sludgy  the  effluent  may  be,  it  can  flow 
readily  into  the  bed,  and  thus  there  is  not  much  chance  of 
the  tank  being  cleared  until  the  bed  becomes  clogged. 
The  Commissioner’s  have  apparently  thought  well  to  allow 
a larger  area  for  contact  beds,  so  that  this  tank  effluent 
can  be  treated,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  from  the  results 
of  actual  working  that  the  percolating  filter  will  deal 
with  a larger  quantity  of  tank  effluent  than  the  contact 
bed,  provided  that  the  effluent  in  each  case  is  of  exactly 
similar  quality  and  that  the  drainage  arrangements  in 
the  contact  bed  and  the  grade  of  the  material  are  equal 
to  those  of  the  percolating  filter. 


I'HE  TREATMENT  OF  SEWAGE  WHICH  HAS 
PASSED  THROUGH  SETTLEMENT  TANKS 
WITH  A CONTINUOUS  FLOW. 

261.  In  this  case  the  allowance  for  percolating  filters 
and  for  contact  beds  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  septic 
tank  effluent. 

262.  For  Effluent  from  Quiescent  Settlement  Tanks. — 
With  a strong  sewage  the  allowance  for  percolating  filters 
ds  50  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material  being  above 
1 in.  in  grade;  40  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  from  1 in.  to  5 in.  in  grade  ; and  25  gallons  per 
cubic  yard  if  the  material  is  under  1 in.  in  grade.  For 
sewage  of  average  strength  the  allowance  is  100  gallons 
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.per  cubic  yard,  tlie  filtering  material  being  above  1 iii. 
in  grade,  and  70  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  matenal 
being  under  ^ in.  in  grade.  For  weak  sewage  the  allow 
ance  is  130  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  coars<-,  medium,  or 
line  material. 

For  contact  beds  the  allowance  for  strong  sewage  is  44 
gallons  per  cubic  yard  where  the  material  is  arranged  for 
triple  contact ; for  sewage  of  average  strength  50  gallone 
per  cubic  yard  where  the  material  is  arranged  for  doubh 
contact,  and  with  weak  sewage  100  gallons  per  cubic  yard 
.where  the  material  is  arranged  for  single  contact. 

263.  Treatment  of  Sewage  from  Chemical  Precipitation 
Tanks  with  Continuous  Flow. — For  percolating  filters  the 
allowance  is  65  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material  being 
over  1 in.  in  size ; 50  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  under  ^ in.  in  size.  For  sewage  of  average  stremrth 
the  allowance  is  100  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  1 in.  in  size,  and  80  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for 
material  under  1 in.  in  size.  For  weak  sewage  the  allow- 
ance is  150  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  material  over  1 in. 
in  size,  and  175  gallons  per  cubic  j-aixl  for  material 
under  g in.  in  size.  For  contact  beds  with  strong  sewage 
the  allowance  is  33  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material 
being  arranged  for  double  contact ; for  sewage  of  average 
strength  50  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  double  ccmtact, 
and  for  weak  sewage  133  gallons  pf*r  cubic  yard  feu  single 
contact. 

264.  Treatment  of  Sewage  from  Precipitation  Tanks 
with  Quiescent  Settlement.— For  strong  sewage  the  allow- 
.ance  is  100  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the  material  being 
over  1 in.  in  size,  and  65  gallons  per  cubic  yard,  the 
material  being  under  g in.  in  size.  For  sewage  of  aver- 
age strength  the  allowance  is  130  gallons  per  cubic  yard 
for  coarse,  medium,  or  fine  material,  for  weak  sewage  the 
allowance  is  170  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  material  over 
^ in.  in  size,  and  200  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  material 
under  g in.  in  size.  For  contact  beds  with  strong  sewage 
the  allowance  is  43  gallons  per  cubic  yard  for  double  con- 
tact, for  average  sewnge  66  gallons  per  cubic  yard  ar- 
ranged for  double  contact,  and  133  gallons  per  cubic  yard 
for  weak  sewage  in  single  contact  beds. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  these  results  appear  to  be  alto- 
gether consistent,  but  the  chief  point  which  is  quite  clear 
is  that  filters  and  contact  beds  must  be  made  of  ample  size 
^or  the  sewage  with  which  they  have  to  deal. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  COXSTRUCTIOX  OF  CONTACT  REDS. 

265.  With  regard  to  the  construction  of  cojitact  Ik'cIs  it 
is  essential  to  reineinber  that  the  design  of  the  hrst  beds  in 
pai-ticular  must  depend  largely  on  the  local  coiulitions. 
Thus,  if  it  is  desired  to  treat  a strong  septic  etfluent  at  a 
site  where  smell  is  undesirable,  special  sk'jis  must  be 
taken  in  order  to  prevent  the  liquid  being  exj^osed  to  the 
air. 


PREVENTION  OF  S.AIELL. 

266.  The  author  has  constructed  several  works  win  re 
special  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  smell,  and  the 
pixxjess  that  has  proved  mo't  satisfactory  has  Ikhmi  to  distri- 
bute the  liquid  about  9 ins.  below  the  surface  of  the  contact 
bed  in  covered  channels  ; in  some  cases  the  author  has 
constructed  distributing  walls  composed  of  slate  layers 
throughout  the  bed  for  the  full  dei^th,  so  that  the  liquid 
can  be  conducted  to  all  parts  of  the  bed  without  a2i2^oiiring 
at  the  surface  at  all.  It  will  be  necessary  to  take  speu-ial 
steps  in  order  that  the  liquid  may  never  be  able  to  rise 
above  the  surface  of  the  bed.  This  can  easily  be  arranged 
by  putting  in  an  overflow  slightly  above  the  level  of  the 
liquid,  so  that  in  the  case  of  the  liquid  beginning  to  rise 
too  high  in  the  bed  it  may  flow  into  a pit  and  open  the 
outlet  valve  automatically.  The  filling  material  in  the 
bed  is  then  laid  to  a level  of  9 ins.  above  the  overflow 
level. 


DRAINAGE. 

267.  It  is  also,  in  the  author’s  opinion,  essential  to  g<^i<'d 
working  that  the  beds  should  have  a false  bottom  for 
drainage  purposes  similar  to  that  of  a waterworks  filter 
or  percolating  sewage  filter.  This  has  generally  been 
constructed  ’of  dry  brickwork,  and  also  in  certain  cases  by 
means  of  a layer  of  slate  similar  to  that  us<'d  in  the 
“ Dibdin  ” slate  beds  in  the  author’s  practice.  The 
necessity  of  having  automatic  apjraratus  has  alrtuidy  lieen 
mentioned,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  contact  beds 
can  be  satisfactorily  worked  at  small  installations  by 
means  of  hand-valves 
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FlLJii’S'G  MATEiUAJ.. 

268.  The  first  contact  beds  can  be  filled  with  vanoue 
materials,  but  it  is  certainl}’  of  importance  that  the 
material  used  shall  be  unlikely  to  disintegrate.  Clinker, 
unless  it  is  of  very  good  quality,  wail  disintegrate,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  better  to  use  an  imperishable 
material.  The  author  has  used  gravel,  broken  stone,  and 
quartzite  in  preference  to  clinker  where  possible.  It 
will  generally  be  necessary  in  course  of  time  to  cleanse 
the  filtering  material  in  the  contact  beds  ; it  is  certainly 
well  to  use  some  material  which  will  not  break  up  during 
the  process.  It  certainly  has  not  appeared  from  practicaJ 
experience  in  working  that  there  is  any  special  advantage 
in  using  coke  or  clinker.  It  is  often  maintained  that  the 
structure  of  these  materials  affords  a better  home  for 
bacteria,  but  seeing  that  each  lump  of  coke  or  clinkei- 
becomes  in  time  covered  with  humus  and  gelatinous 
growth,  each  piece  of  material  appears  to  present  a face 
similar  to  that  of  broken  stone,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances the  amount  of  contact  given  by  each  piece  of 
the  filtering  material  cannot  depend  upon  its  fine  struc- 
tural formation,  seeing  that  the  interstices  are  generally 
filled  up  with  matter  whiclr  does  not  come  in  contact 
with  the  sewage. 

269.  A curious  result  has  been  noticed  in  one  case 
where  the  contact  bed  was  filled  with  broken  flints.  In 
this  case  the  contact  bed  has  cleared  itself  at  intervals 
and  has  retained  its  capacity  in  a manner  quite  superior 
to  tliat  of  the  clinker  beds  working  alongside  under  pre- 
cisely similar  conditions.  The  amount  of  humus  and 
sludgy  matter  discharged  on  to  the  surface  of  the  second 
beds  was  greater  in  tlie  case  of  the  broken  flints  than  in 
the  case  of  the  clinker,  but  it  is  obviously  better  to  have 
bo  remove  this  material  from  the  surface  of  tlie  second  bed 
than  to  have  to  wash  the  material  in  tlie  first  bed.  If 
the  effluent  discharged  on  to  the  second  beds  is  of  a 
quality  which  is  likely  to  cause  a nuisance  from  smell  it 
will  be  well  to  place  covers  over  tlie  distributing  channels 
and  also  to  arrange  matters  so  that  the  liquid  standing 
in  the  bed  does  not  rise  to  the  surface  of  the  filtering 
material.  This  can  be  done  in  tlie  manner  described  in 
the  case  of  the  first  bed  The  drainage  arrangements 
should  be  similar  to  those  in  the  first  bed.  In  the  case 
of  the  third  contact  beds,  the  liquid  can  be  discliai^ed 
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over  the  surface  without  fear  of  causing  smell.  The  third 
contact  beds  should  be  drained  in  tlie  same  manner  as 
described  in  the  case  of  the  first  contact  bed. 

GRADE  OF  FILDIMG  MATERIAL. 

270.  For  ordinary  domestic  sewage  it  has  been 

the  author’s  practice  to  fill  the  first  contact  beds 

with  material  of  sucli  a -size  that  it  will  pass 

through  a 1|;  in.  mesh  and  be  retained  on  a 
I in.  mesh.  For  second  contact  Ix'ds  the  material 

used  has  ibeen  capable  of  .passing  through  a | in. 
mesh  and  of  being  retained  on  a ^ in.  mesh.  On  third 
contact  beds  tire  material  has  been  capable  of  passing 
through  a § in.  mesli  and  retained  on  a g in.  mesh.  It 
is  very  important  that  all  dust  or  fine  material  sliould  be 
excluded  from  the  beds.  These  sizes  of  material  have 
been  used  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  which  has  passed 
through  a septic  tank,  and  which  is  of  sludgy  quality  at 
times.  If  a preliminary  treatment  for  removing  the 
sludge  by  sedimentation  or  by  emptying  the  septic  tank 
were  given  it  would  be  possible  to  make  the  grade  of  the 
material  in  the  first  and  second  beds  finer.  Probably  in 
this  case  the  third  beds  would  not  be  required. 


DEPTH  OF  BEDS. 

271.  In  general  practice  contact  beils  are  not  as  a nile 
made  less  than  2 ft.  6 ins.  deep  or  more  than  6 ft.  in  depth. 
Tlie  chief  reason  why  it  is  undesirable  to  have  beds  of 
less  depth  than  2 ft.  6 ins.  is  that  frost  is  apt  to  put  a 
large  portion  of  the  filter  out  of  use  at  times  if  the  beds 
are  too  shallow.  If  they  are  more  than  6 ft.  in  depth 
there  is  very  great  difficulty  in  removing  the  material  for 
cleaning.  -\s  a mattei-  of  fact  it  is  giMierallj’^  undesirable 
to  have  beds  much  ov.cr  4 ft.  6 ins.  in  depth. 

HLMUS  TANK  OR  FILTER. 

272.  In  the  case  of  double  contact  effluent  or  of 
effluent  from  percolating  filters  experience  has  shown 
that  a sediment  tank  for  humus  or  a fine  straining  filter 
has  generally  been  required  before  the  effluent  can  be 
safely  discharged  into  any  ordinary  stream  or  river  of 
small  volume,  and  it  should  be  observed  that  this  is  par- 
ticularly the  case  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  when 
the  filters  discharge  large  quantities  of  humus  and  ^me- 
times  foul  matter.  Where  third  contact  beds  or  filters- 
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containing  fine  material  are  used  such  tanks  are  gener- 
ally unnecessary,  as  the  humus  and  other  matters  are 
intercepted  on  the  surface  of  the  fine  material.  The 
different  series  of  contact  beds  are  generally  made  of  equal 
cnlbical  contents. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

PERCOLATIXG  FILTERS. 

273.  In  the  remarks  made  by  the  Royal  Commissioners 
upon  the  construction  of  percolating  filters,  it  is  de- 
monstrated that  the  main  consideration  in  laying  out  an 
area  of  filters  is  to  arrange  so  that  portions  can  be  put 
out  of  work  without  interfering  with  the  general  working 
of  the  plant.  Thus,  for  instance,  at  small  sewage  works, 
if  the  whole  of  the  sewage  had  to  be  dealt  with  on  one 
percolating  filter  fed  by  one  sprinkler,  the  stoppage  of 
that  sprinkler  would  result  in  the  temporary  discharge 
of  a large  quantity  of  unpurified  sewage  into  the  water- 
course, unless  there  were  some  other  means  of  disjmsal 
available.  This  point  is  extremely  important. 


DR.AINAGE  AND  AERATION 

274.  In  anany  cases  the  most  economical  form  of  con- 
struction involves  oiDen  sides,  but  this  arrangement  does 
not  ajjpear  to  have  any  effect  upon  the  aeration  of  the 
filters,  especially  in  those  of  large  size.  There  does  not 
apirear  to  be  any  special  advantage,  therefore,  in  having 
open  sides.  Many  persons,  hotvever,  appear  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  tliere  is  some  special  benefit  as  to  aeration 
in  the  open-sided  filter. 

275.  In  constructing  the  base  of  a percolating  filter 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  large  quantities  of  sus- 
pended matter  will  work  their  way  down  tlirough  the 
filter,  and  tliat  if  this  suspended  matter  is  not  able  to  go 
away  with  the  effluent  the  bottom  la3'ei's  will  be  clogged, 
and  this  will  interfere  with  the  proper  working  of  the 
filter,  both  mechanically  and  also  by  preventing  aera- 
tion. Tims,  it  is  necessary  to  make  provision  for  free 
passage  of  suspended  matters  passing  through  the 
material  into  the  effluent  drains.  This  statement  refers 
particularly  to  coarse  filters. 


AXD  SELVAGE  DISPOSAL. 


131 


276.  In  the  finer  filters  a considerable  amount  of 
•washed  out  material  will  be  intercepted  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  filter,  and  so  the  need  for  drainage  is  not 
quite  so  great  at  first,  but  ultimately  there  will  bo 
every  probability  of  this  material  finding  its  way  to  the 
bottom  and  choking  the  filter  if  it  cannot  get  away 
freely.  A bottom  layer  of  large  pieces  is  therefore 
generally  allowed  to  rest  upon  the  false  bottom  made  of 
tiles,  and  these  tiles  rest  upon  a sloping  platform  of 
concrete.  This  concrete  is  sometimes  made  to  fall  evenly 
to  the  channel  at  the  circumference  of  the  filter,  or 
sometimes  it  is  made  to  fall  to  a central  sump  whence 
the  effluent  drain  runs,  and  in  other  cases  the  whole 
floor  has  a fall  to  one  side.  Drainage  arrangements  are 
of  the  utmost  importance. 


WALLS. 

277.  The  filtering  material  must  be  retained  by  a wall 
of  some  kind,  and  though  this  w'all  is  frequently  con- 
structed of  large  lumps  of  clinker  or  other  material  of 
which  the  bed  itself  is  formed,  it  is,  nevertheless,  the 
retaining  wall.  The  only  other  alternative  is  to  have  a 
bank  sloping  at  the  natural  slope  of  the  filter  material, 
but  it  is  obvious  that  such  a slope  is  not  an  economical 
arrangement. 

278.  In  constructing  the  walls  of  a percolating  filter 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  they  have  to  with- 
stand a certain  amount  of  thrust,  and  there  are  instances 
of  the  retaining  walls  cracking  and  giving  trouble,  which 
emphasises  the  importance  of  making  the  walls  of 
sufficient  strength. 

With  regard  to  tlie  depth  of  percolating  filters,  it  is 
suggested  by  the  Commissioners  that  the  minimum 
depth  should  be  three  feet,  but  no  reference  is  made  to 
the  maximum  efficient  depth.  It  is  generally  found, 
however,  that  the  maximum  economical  depth  is  some- 
where between  six  feet  and  nine  feet. 

279.  Filters  may  be  constructed  above  or  below 
ground  or  half  in  and  half  out  of  the  ground.  They  maj’ 
have  a containing  wall  of  brickwork  or  masonry  or  dry 
rubble  or  clinker.  Sometimes  they  are  made  with  a 
brick  retaining  wall  surrounding  them  for  part  of  the 
height,  the  remainder  being  built  of  the  filtering 
material  inside  and  above  the  retaining  wall  proper. 
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FILLING  MATERIALS. 

280.  The  grade  and  quality  of  the  filling  material 
used  must  depend  upon  the  particular  conditions  of  the 
case.  The  size  of  the  material  available,  the  depth  of 
the  filters,  the  convenient  area,  the  character  of  the 
sewage,  and  the  methods  of  distribution  vary  so  much 
that  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  general  rules 
which  may  be  applied  to  all  cases.  The  Royal  Com- 
missioners say  that  “ the  size  of  the  filtering  material 
should  depend  very  largely  upon  the  amount  and  charac- 
ter of  the  suspended  matter  in  the  liquid  to  be  filtered.” 
The  decision  as  to  the  most  suitable  size  of  the  material 
can  only  be  arrived  at  when  all  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
known.  It  may  be  said  that  materials  of  all  sizes- 
are  used  at  various  jolaces.  Clinker  is  the  material  that 
has  been  used  most  generally  and  there  are  advocates  of 
very  coarse  material  and  very  fine  material,  but  it  is 
clear  that  a very  good  tank  effluent  can  be  treated  very 
satisfactorily  on  material  of  fine  grade,  whereas  a tank 
effluent  containing  large  quantities  of  suspended 
matters  will  need  treatment  on  a very  coarse  material. 
Likewise  the  primary  filters  will  be  of  a coarser  material 
than  the  secondary  filters.  It  is  important  to  have  the 
material  throughout  a percolating  filter  of  even  grade, 
as  otherwise  the  smaller  pieces  will  tend  to  fill  up  the 
interstices  in  between  the  larger  pieces  and  prevent  aera- 
tion. 


WORKING. 

281.  Percolating  filters  can  be  worked  continuously, 
and  it  will  generally  be  better  to  work  them  on  the- 
principle  of  the  slow  distribution  of  a given  quantity 
over  a particular  area  than  on  the  principle  of  the 
quicker  distribution  of  the  same  quantity  over  the  same 
area  in  intermittent  doses  with  ]ieriods  of  rests  between 
the  doses. 

282.  As  a general  principle  it  will  be  found  much  less 
trouble  to  extract  the  humus  or  solid  matters  from  the 
effluent  by  means  of  a humus  tank  or  small  fine  filter 
tlian  to  attempt  to  remove  it  from  tlie  surface  of  a perco- 
lating filter. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

STORM  WATER. 

STOR3I  FILTERS  ABANDONED. 

283.  The  Commissioners  state  that  as  a general  rule 
the  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  storm  water  lies  not 
so  much  in  the  actual  quantity  tlowing  over  an  area  as 
the  result  of  rain,  as  in  the  rate  -at  which  it  flows  off.  The 
old  method  of  treating  storm  water  on  rough  filters  was 
undoubtedly  wrong,  and  the  practice  has  been  abandoned, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  generally  refuse  now  to 
sanction  loans  for  such  work.  The  Commissioners  state 
that  “ storm  water  filters  as  generally  constructed  and 
used  do  not  effect  the  purification  in  proportion  to  their 
cost.”  Such  filters  receive  sudden  rushes  of  exceptionally 
foul  sewage  which  passes  through  them  quickly  without 
receiving  any  jniritication  other  than  straining. 


STORM  WATER  TANKS. 

284.  The  Commissioners  suggest  that  one  and  -a-half 
times  the  area  of  filter,  which  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Treatment  of  the  sewage  if  only  the  dry  weather  flow  had 
to  be  treated,  should  be  provided,  and  that  special  stand-by 
tanks,  two  or  more  in  number,  should  be  provided  at  the 
works  and  kept  empty  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
excess  of  storm  water  which  cannot  properly  be  passed 
through  the  ordinary  tanks.  It  is  assumed  that  ordinary 
tanks  are  capable  of  dealing  with  three  times  the  normal 
dry  weather  flow.  It  is  recommended  that  the  storm 
overflow  should  be  so  arranged  that  it  would  come  into 
operation  only  when  the  stand-by  tanks  were  full.  The 
sewage  intercejjted  in  the  stand-by  tanks  would  then  be 
treated  on  the  ordinary  filters,  which  should  be  made 
sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose.  The  Commissioner'* 
state  that  in  most  cases  it  would  probably  suffice  to 
provide  stand-by  tanks  capable  of  holding  one-quarter  of 
the  dry  weather  flow,  and  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
provide  for  filtering  more  than  three  times  the  normal 
dry  weather  flow.  The  chief  difficulty  which  pi-esents 
itself  with  regard  to  this  arrangement  is  that  in  most 
cases  there  is  not  sufficient  fall  at  the  works  to  allow  for 
the  emptying  of  these  storm  water  stand-by  tanks  on  to 
tl'.e  filters  I>y  gravitation,  and  it  will,  therefore,  bo  neces- 
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sary  sometimes  to  pump  the  contents  on  to  the  filters.  In 
such  a case,  however,  as  that  in  which  a dosing  tank  is 
provided  for  filling  contact  beds  it  seems  that  a smaller 
tank  might  be  provided  for  taking  the  storm  water,  and, 
moreover,  the  dosing  tank  itself  would  in  some  cashes 
actually  hold  one-quarter  of  the  daily  dry  weather  flow, 
and  would,  therefore,  certainly  intercept  any  sudden 
lush  of  the  sewage. 

Where  there  is  sufficient  area  of  suitable  land  available 
the  Local  Government  Board  generally  allow  treatment 
of  storm  water  in  excess  of  three  times  the  drj-  weather 
flow  by  irrigation  provided  that  detritus  tanks  are  pro- 
vided. 


CHAPTER  XXXIir. 

LAND  TREATMENT. 

GENERAL. 

285.  Under  iavourable  conditions,  treatment  of  sewage 
on  land  is  a very  satisfactory  and  efficient  method.  The 
ground  must  be  of  such  a quality  and  of  such  an  area  as 
to  form  a natural  filter  for  the  sewage.  Hence  clay 
land  or  soil  which  is  impervious  is  unsuitable  for  sewage 
farms. 

286.  It  should  be  noted  that  ordinary  clay,  clay  mixed 
with  sand  or  clay  mixed  with  gravel,  are  used  in  ordinary 
practice  for  the  formation  of  watertight  linings  and 
puddle  trenches  for  storage  leservoirs,  yet  this  same 
material,  viz.,  clay,  has  been  used  in  the  past  for  sewage 
filtration  in  broad  irrigation  schemes,  and  it  is  to  this 
cause  chiefly  that  so  much  trouble  has  been  experienced  at 
sewage  farms  within  the  area  of  the  London  clay. 

287.  Sewage  farms  Lave  failed  owing  to  the  unsuit- 
able nature  of  the  ground,  but  also  owing  to  the  neglect 
of  those  in  charge,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  production  of 
good  crops  from  the  land  lias  received  more  attention 
than  the  proper  disposal  of  the  sewage.  Agricultural 
considerations  must  always  be  subservient  to  the  object 
for  which  the  works  ai’e  intended,  viz.,  the  disposal  of 
sewage. 
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SEWAGE  TREATED  ON  LAND  MAY  NEED  CON- 
SIDERABLE PREPARATION. 

288.  Land  treatment  was  used  in  the  past,  and  is  still 
used  for  the  purification  of  crude  sewage,  or  tank  effluent, 
but  unless  the  land  is  very  light  and  gravelly  it  will  gene- 
rally be  necessary  to  purify  the  crude  sewage  by  tank  ti’eat- 
ment  as  a preliminary,  and  it  will  often  be  economical  to 
treat  the  sewage  also  by  filtration  to  a greater  or  lesser 
degree  before  it  is  applied  to  the  land,  using  the  land,  in 
fact,  only  as  a final  filter. 

289.  If  the  land  is  of  a really  good  quality  it  will 
deal  with  an  effluent  such  as  one  might  expect  to  get  from 
a settling  tank  under  its  worst  conditions,  but  if  the 
surface  should  be  impervious  owing  to  clogging  there  will 
be  a nuisance  immediately.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  a 
very  bad  smell  wherever  a strong  septic  effluent  is  dis- 
charged in  the  open,  and  for  this  reason  alone  it  will  be 
seen  that  treatment  in  sedimentation  tanks  or  slate  con- 
tact beds  will  generally  bo  a better  preliminary  thaii 
the  septic  tank. 

290.  Where  the  land  is  of  first-class  quality  and  very 
light  and  gravelly,  and  where  the  sewage  is  not  too 
strong,  crude  sewage  can  be  satisfactorily  treated  on  the 
land,  but  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  this  can 
only  be  done  satisfaotorily  under  the  best  conditions. 
To  attempt  to  treat  crude  sewage  on  a limited  area  of 
land  or  on  land  which  is  anything  less  than  a natural 
filter,  allowing  the  liquid  to  soak  away  rapidly  at  all 
times,  will  be  to  court  disaster.  Similarly,  to  attempt 
to  purify  even  a sewage  of  average  strength  by  passing  it 
once  only  through  a few  feet  of  soil  will  mean  an  unsatis- 
factory effluent  unless  the  area  is  enormous.  Sewage 
farms  exist  all  over  the  country,  where  it  wvas  at  firsit  sup- 
posed that  the  land  would  deal  with  crude  sewage,  and 
when  bad  results  were  obtained  it  was  supposed  that  re- 
moval of  the  sludge  by  precipitation  would  seittle  the 
<iilficulty,  and  where  it  has  finally  been  found  necessary 
to  use  settling  tanks  and  filters  before  turning  the 
effluent  on  to  the  land.  This  is  quite  a normal  state  of 
affairs,  and  the  moral  is  that  if  cnide  sewage  is  to  be 
treated  on  land  an  area  much  larger  than  that  generally 
allowed  is  required.  Hence,  sijoaking  generally,  land 
ti’eatment  alone  is  not  economical,  but  as  an  auxiliary 
for  .secondary  treatment  land  is  most  valuable. 
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DRAWBACKS  TO  J.AKD  TREATMENT. 

291.  The  chief  drawbacks  to  land  treatment  are  th<- 
large  area  of  the  works  required,  the  hea\-y  cost,  th<- 
amount  of  attention  needed,  and  the  ease  with  which  a 
short  cut  to  the  outfall  or  stream  is  made  by  the  towage. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  a set-off  against  expense,  there  is 
the  value  of  the  crops  produced.  There  also  remains  the 
great  difficulty  of  making  the  agricultural  considerations 
subservient  to  sewage  disposal.  It  has  sometimes  been 
found  that  the  crops  from  a sewage  farm  sell  well  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  then  some  animal  dies,  and  the  local 
reports  say  that  its  death  is  due  to  the  effects  of  eatii;  ■ 
vegetables  grown  on  the  sewage  farm.  The  story  goes 
round  the  country,  with  the  result  that  the  sale  of  vege- 
tables grown  on  the  farm  is  seriously  injured.  Thus 
those  farms  which  at  the  beginning  show  a profit  fre- 
quently fail  to  do  so  afterwards.  Sewage  fanns  are  some- 
times let  to  farmers,  but  in  such  a case  the  disposal  of 
sewage  becomes  a secondary  consideration,  and  the 
chances  of  failure  are  largely  increased. 


METHODS  OF  LAND  TREATMENT. 

292.  In  the  very  best  oases,  where  circumstairces  are 
favourable,  the  larrd  is  sometimes  capable  of  dealing 
with  both  sludge  aird  sewage,  the  liquid  soaking  away 
rnto  the  ground  and  the  sludge  beiirg  left  on  the  sur- 
face. Iir  this  case  tire  sludge  generally  has  to  be  dug  into 
the  ground. 

293.  Generally  speaking,  however,  there  are  two 
methods  of  land  treatment  ; — (1)  Intermittent  downward 
filtration  aird  (2)  broad  irrigation.  In  either  system  the 
•object  of  the  engineer  is  to  make  the  sewage  percolate 
through  the  soil.  With  intermittent  downwai'd  filtration 
the  sewage  filters  vertically  through  the  earth  to  the 
subsoil  drains  below  ; with  broad  irrigation  the  sewaue 
is  purified  by  allowing  it  to  flow  over  the  surface  of  the 
land  so  that  the  to)5  soil  is  saturated  with  tlie  sewatre. 
which  filters  through  it  laterally  to  drains  or  surface 
channels. 

294.  Ihcre  are  alsci  cases  where,  owing  to  the  character 
of  the  ground,  the  sewage  will  soak  straight  into  the 
ground  and  descend  to  the  ordinary  water-bearing  stratum 
of  the  district.  I bus  sewage  farms  on  th'?  chalk  and  in 
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deep  sandy  districts  frequently  have  no  sub-irrigation 
drains  ; the  sewage  is  merely  discharged  into  them  and 
allowed  to  soak  away  into  the  ground.  This  arrange- 
ment is  very  satisfactory  as  far  as  getting  rid  of  the 
sewage  is  concerned,  and  the  sewage  works  manager  has  no 
trouble  as  to  quality  of  effluent ; but  it  must  always  be 
remembered  that  where  sewage  can  percolate  into  the 
chalk  or  other  water-bearing  stratum  it  is  liable  to  pollute 
•the  water  supply  of  the  district. 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  IRRIGATION  WORKS. 

295.  Land  must  always  receive  the  flow  of  sewage  inter- 
mittently in  either  system — that  is  to  say,  the  land  must 
have  frequent  intervals  of  rest.  A loamy,  porous  soil  is 
the  most  suitable  for  sewage  purification.  It  is  some- 
times possible  to  do  with  very  few  sub-drains,  as  many 
being  put  in  as  will  keep  the  water  level  in  the  soil 
below  a certain  depth  being  found  sufficient.  As  a rule, 
however,  the  ground  will  become  waterlogged  if  a regular 
system  of  subsoil  drains  is  not  provided,  and  the  num- 
ber of  these  drains  can  only  be  decided  when  the  character 
of  the  ground  is  known. 

296-  Irrigation  is  generally  adopted  where  the  ground 
ie  not  very  porous.  It  is  often  very  difficult  to  adopt  such 
a system  because  it  is  difficult  to  find  sufficient  land  sur- 
face suitably  situated.  The  surface  must  present  a gentle 
slope,  so  that  the  sewage  may  travel  forward  slowly  in 
a lateral  direction,  and  thus  admit  of  the  surface  being 
regularly  saturated  and  of  the  liquid  draining  off  rapidly 
and  of  the  ground  drying  again.  Land  has  to  be  divided 
up  into  sections,  and  the  sewage  is  discharged  on  to  each 
section  in  turn.  There  must  be  no  hollows  in  which 
.sewage  can  be  held.  Sometimes  even  clay  land  has  been 
made  to  give  a good  result  by  preparing  a porous  stratum 
about  12  ins.  thick  on  the  surface,  by  mixing  the  top 
soil  with  some  light  material  such  as  ashes.  It  should 
b-3  clearly  understood,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  clay 
which  docs  the  work  It  is  useless  to  mix  ashes  with 
^tiff  clay,  and  it  is  only  where  top  soil  is  available  that 
a good  result  can  be  obtained  in  this  manner,  the  clay 
itself  Ijcing  quite  useless  for  this  purpose.  Ashes  arc 
laid  on  the  comparatively  porous  top  soil  and  the  ground 
IS  ploughed. 

297.  The  gentle  slope  lequircd  for  broad  irrigation  is 
sometimes  obtained  by  breaking  the  land  up  into  a series 
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of  ridges  and  furrows ; the  carriers  from  whicli  tiie  sewage 
is  discharged  run  along  the  tope  of  these  ridges,  which 
may  bo  30  ft.  or  40  ft.  apart.  The  furrows  at  the  foot 
of  each  incline  have  a slight  fall  towards  the  effluent 
drain  or  channel.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however,  that 
a very  high  degree  of  purification  can  be  accomplished  in 
this  manner,  unless  the  sewage  passes  through  two  or 
three  such  systems  of  ridges  and  furrows.  In  the  author’s 
experience  it  has  been  found  that  sewage  will  pass  very 
rapidly  through  land  whicli  has  been  thus  prepared,  the 
made  ground  being  of  a loose  and  porous  character  at 
the  start.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  land  in  a porous  state  by  ploughing  it.  Crops  car. 
be  grown  on  sucli  irrigation  land- 
298.  The  mosit  general  plan  with  board  irrigation  is  to- 
allow  the  sewage  to  travel  forward  over  the  surface  of 
the  land  from  long  canders  made  at  right  angles  to  the 
slope,  the  distance  which  it  travels  depending  upon  the 
character  of  the  land.  Within  limits,  the  greater  the 
distance  the  more  thorough  the  purification.  The  chief 
danger  of  the  system  is  that  the  sewage  is  apt  to  form 
channels  and  run  across  the  land  without  percolating 
through  it.  The  working,  therefore,  requires  consider- 
able attention.  The  laying  out  of  the  land  is  a very  im- 
jDortant  matter,  and  should  receive  the  greatest  care. 
►Subsoil  drains  may  be  required  in  the  broad  irrigation 
system  to  prevent  the  land  becoming  waterlogged  by 
water  or  by  sewage  jDercolating  downwards,  but  it  should 
be  observed  that  it  is  worse  than  useless  to  put  in  sub- 
soil drains  in  the  case  of  clay  land,  as  the  clay  is  sure  to 
crack  in  dry  weather  and  the  sewage  will  short-circuit 
into  the  sub-drains  without  any  proper  purification. 
Drains  and  surface  channels  must  be  provided  to  take 
the  eflluent  after  it  has  flowed  over  the  surface  of  the 
land.  Wherever  possible  the  effluent  from  one  plot  of 
land  should  be  made  to  pass  on  to  a lower  plot  before  it 
is  discharged  into  a i-iver.  Double  or  even  triple  filtra- 
tion may  sometimes  be  obtained  in  this  waj-. 

WORKING. 

299.  It  is  most  important  that  land  should  not  lx- 
overworked.  It  recniiics  long  periods  of  rest,  and  sew- 
age should  never  be  allowed  to  pond  on  the  surface  or  t<’ 
form  a scum,  as  the  pondiTig  will  cause  a nuisance  and 
the  scum  will  prevent  the  sewage  percolating  through  the 
land.  Wherever  a scum  forms  the  ground  should  be 
broken  up. 
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AR.RANGE.MENT  OF  LAND  FILIATION  AVOR.K6. 

300.  The  proces.s  of  intermittent  downward  filtration 
can  only  be  carried  out  where  the  soil  is  very  porous. 
Great  care  must  be  taken  in  the  prejDaration  of  the  sur- 
face. The  land  is  divided  up  into  level  sections,  and  the 
sewage  is  discharged  o7i  to  each  in  turn.  As  much  use 
is  made  of  the  area  of  the  land  as  is  ix>ssible  in  this 
system  by  using  the  soil  as  a filter  for  a depth  of  aibout 
3 ft.,  instead  of  using  the  top  few  inches  of  the  soil  only, 
as  in  the  broad  irrigation  system.  The  sewage  passes 
vertically  downwards  to  subsoil  drains,  the  effluent  from 
which  may  be  run  into  a stream.  It  is,  of  course,  well 
in  this  case  also  to  pass  tlie  sewage  through  land  a 
second  or  even  a third  time  in  the  same  manner. 


FURROWS. 

301.  If  the  flow  of  sewage  is  slow  and  tlie  ground 
very  porous  each  section  is  laid  out  in  furrows,  so  that 
the  sewage  may  run  equally  on  to  all  parts.  Tliese 
furrows  are  sometimes  very  close  togetlier,  say  two  or 
three  feet  apart.  If,  however,  the  discharge  of  sewage 
is  rapid  the  whole  area  of  the  section  is  covered  by  it 
at  once,  and  the  fuiTOWs  are  then  unnecessary. 


CHANNELS. 

302  In  either  system  of  land  treatment  it  is  as  well 
to  avoid  artificial-built  channels  as  far  las  possible,  as 
they  are  expensive,  and  inteifere  with  the  cultivation  of 
the' gi'('und.  Of  course,  the  main  canters  for  the  sewage 
will  have  to  be  built,  and,  in  fact,  as  many  of  the 
channels  as  are  essential  for  conveying  the  sewage  to  the 
\arious  sections  must  bo  of  a permanent  nature,  but  tlie 
other  channels  for  distributing  the  sewage  over  any  par- 
ticular section  can  bo  formed  by  cutting  them  in  the 
c round. 

CROPS. 

303.  It  is  customary  to  gi'ow  crops  on  the  ground  in 
both  bi’oail  irrigation  and  intermittent  downward  filtra- 
tion systems,  but  in  some  cases  where  the  filtration  area 
is  limited  and  liard  worked  no  crops  are  grown.  It  must 
always  be  remembered  that  the  crops  are  quite  a. 
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secondary  consideration,  and  that  they  sliould  never  Ixj 
allowed  to  interfere  niidth  the  proper  use  of  the  land  for 
sewage  disposal. 


EFFLUENT. 

304.  It  is  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  when  examining  tlie 
effluent  from  sewage  farms  that  the  naturally  clean  sub- 
soil water  may  form  a lai-ge  pail/  of  the  effluent  coming 
from  the  subsoil  drain,  and  thus  give  a verj'  false  idea 
of  the  amount  of  purification  effected  by  the  land. 

CHOICE  OF  SYSTEM. 

305.  The  clioice  of  a system  depends  chiefly  uj>on  the 
cliaracter  of  the  ground  and  the  area  available.  Whether 
any  particular  land  is  fit  to  deal  with  sewage  and  how 
much  iJrcdiminary  treatment  is  required  before  sewage  of 
a given  strength  can  be  applied  to  land  is  a matter  which 
•can  only  be  decided  after  careful  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  in  each  case. 


SEWAGE  PLUMPED  TO  LAND. 

306.  AVith  regard  to  land-treatment  schemes,  it  should 
tie  remembered  that  the  sewage  must  be  applied  legu- 
larly  and  in  suitable  doses,  and  where  a day’s  flow  is  to 
be  pumped  up  on  to  the  land  in  two  or  three  hours  it 
tvill  obviously  be  necessary  to  have  some  intermediate 
tanlc  between  the  land  and  the  sewage.  For  instance, 
under  good  conditions  tlie  Local  Government  Board  would 
allow  30,000  gallons  of  sewage  to  be  treated  upon  one 
acre  of  land.  Now,  irrigatioir  land  is  generally  divided 
up  into  sections,  and  the  whole  sewage  is  not  distributed 
•over  the  whole  area  at  one  time.  Thus,  in  any  ordinary 
pumping  scheme  the  sewage  would  be  raised  more  quickly 
than  the  land  could  take  it,  and  at  such  a rate  that  it 
would  be  jnactically  impossible  to  distribute  it  in  ordi- 
dary  channels  over  the  comparatively  small  area  of  land 
in  use,  and  it  would  quickly  flow  over  it.  and  would  then 
find  its  way  into  the  neighbouring  ditches  ..-r  wati'r- 
courses. 

AUEA  OF  LAND  REgUIRED. 

307.  AVith  regard  to  the  area  of  land  required  i-t  na-at- 
ment  there  can  be  no  absolute  rule.  The  LoimI  Government- 
Board  have  ill  the  past  required  oiu'  acre  <>f  suitable  land 


ASD  SEWAGE  DISFOSAL. 


141 


for  every  150  head  of  population  witii  broad  irrigation, 
ami  with  intermittent  downward  filtration  one  acre  for 
evei'3'  1,000  head  of  pojiulation.  The  Royal  Commis- 
sioners, in  their  fifth  rei^ort,  mahe  suggestions  for  tlie 
area  of  land  required  under  different  conditions,  and  they 
make  the  following  statements  : — 

(1)  A strong  sewage  which  has  joassed  thieugh 
chemical  precipitation  taiiks  can  be  treated  at  the 
rate  of  25,000  to  30,000  gallons  per  acre  jDer  day,  i.e., 
at  the  rate  of  from  5 to  6 gallons  i^er  square  yajd. 

(2)  Strong  sewage  which  has  passed  through  a 
settlement  tank  can  be  treated  at  the  rate  of  20,000 
gallons  j>er  acre  or  4 gallons  square  yard. 

(3)  Strong  sewage  which  has  passed  througli  a septic 
tank  will  be  liable  to  create  a nuisance  if  discharged 
over  land,  and  no  recommendation  as  to  area  is 
given. 

(4)  Sewage  of  average  streiigtli  whidi  has  passed 
through  chemical  precipitation  tanks  may  be  treated 
at  the  rate  of  from  30,000  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre, 
or  at  the  rate  of  from  6 to  8 gallons  per  square  yard. 

(5)  If  it  has  passed  through  natural  precipitation 
tanks  sewage  may  be  treated  at  the  rate  of  from 
25,000  to  30,000  gallons  per  acre,  or  fi-om  5 to  6 
gallons  per  square  j’ard. 

(6)  With  regard  to  sewage  Avhich  has  passed 
through  a septic  tank,  the  remarks  made  in  the  case 
of  strong  sew’age  apply  equally  in  the  case  of  average 
strength. 

(7)  For  weak  sewmge  which  has  passed  through  a 
chemical  tank  the  area  of  land  required  is  one  acre 
for  froni  30,000  to  40,000  gallons,  or  from  6 to  8 
gallons  per  square  yard. 

(8)  If  weak  sewage  lias  passed  through  a natural 
settk-nient  tank  from  30,000  to  40,000  gallons  per 
acre,  or  from  6 to  8 gallons  per  isquare  yard,  are 
allowed. 

(9)  If  weak  se<wage  has  passed  through  a septic 
tank,  30,000  gallons  per  acre,  or  6 gallons  j)er  square 
yard,  are  allowed. 

308.  It  is  fairly  clear  from  these  slatements  that  f<r 
intermittent  downward  filtration  the  old  allowance  of 
1,000  persons  ptu'  acre  is  a fair  figure  to  assume,  in  the 
case  of  good  land.  Where  the  land  is  of  inferior  quality 
and  the  sewage  is  to  be  filtenrl  on  tlu‘  surface  by  broad 
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irrigation,  a mucli  larger  area  is  required,  which  may  Ije 
anything  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  hut  the 
low  figure  of  150  persons  per  acre  will  be  useful  as  a 
rough  guide.  Where  sewage  has  been  filtered,  of  course 
the  allowance  of  land  will  depend  ujwn  the  quantify 
which  can  be  passed  through  it,  and  the  amount  of  purl 
ficaticn  already  effected  by  filters.  It  is  to  be  assumed 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  follow  the  advice  of 
the  Royal  Commission. 

309.  In  considering  the  large  area  of  land  which  has 
to  be  allowed  for  the  treatment  of  sewage,  one  must  not 
■overlook  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  need  for  resting  the 
Land  and  for  growing  crops,  it  is  not  possible  to  treat 
the  seAvage  over  the  whole  area  at  once,  bat  that  on  the 
contrary  a large  portion  of  the  land  must  generally  lie 
•unused. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

STERILISATION  OF  SEWAGE. 

EFFLUENTS  IMPROVE  BACTERIALLY. 

310.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  effluents  from 
ordinary  sewage  purification  works  are  bacterially  impure. 
Though  proper  treatment  will  produce  a clear,  inodorous 
effluent  which  under  the  best  conditions  may  look  like 
drinking  water,  and  be  subject  to  no  after  change,  yet 
this  effluent  is  often  comparable  to  cinide  sewage  from  a 
bacterial  standpoint. 

Dr.  Houston,  in  his  report  to  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Sewage  Disposal,  states  that  effluent«  from  septic  tanks, 
contact  beds,  and  trickling  filter-s  contain  enormous  num- 
bers of  bacteria,  and  that  though  they  may  be  reduced  in 
number  by  the  treatment,  the  relative  abundance  of  the 
different  kinds  of  bacteria  are  much  the  same  in  effluents 
as  in  the  crude  se<wage.  Furthermore,  and  this  is  a very 
important  point,  Dr.  Houston  khowed  that  of  undesirable 
bacteria — such  as  B.  coli,  proteus-like  germs,  sjx>i'es  of  B. 
enteritidis  sporogenes,  and  streptococci — the  effluents  cc«n- 
tained  almost  as  many  as  the  crude  sewage. 

NEED  FOR  STERILISATION. 

311.  The  Royal  Commissioners  have  also  }x>inted  out 
that  none  of  the  ordinary  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are 
sufficient  to  make  it  possible  to  discharge  sewage  effluents 
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near  t-o  shell  fish  layings,  and  recommend  that  in  such 
cases  the  se^yage  should  be  dischai-ged  else\\''here,  or  the 
layings  closed. 

It  is  perfectly  clear,  therefore,  that  if  for  any  sufficient 
reason  it  is  impctssible  to  keep  sewage  effluents  out  of  drink- 
ing water  rivers  or  shell  fish  layings,  some  further  treat- 
ment is  necessary  in  order  to  remove  the  harmful  liacteria. 

It  is  often  urged  that  to  drink  water  which  is  known  to 
lie  sewage  polluted,  or  to  allow  sewage-contaminated  shell 
fish  laying  to  exist,  ought  not  to  be  countenanced,  and  on 
the  face  of  it,  without  exact  knowledge  of  facts,  one  might 
readily  agi’ee  to  the  contention.  But  as  a matter  of  fact 
this  is  a counsel  of  ])erfection  not  to  be  attained  under 
existing  conditions.  For  on  the  one  hand  we  have  a shell 
fish  trade  of  immense  value  which  cannot  be  done  away 
with,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  polluting  authorities 
in  some  cases  have  not  the  funds  required  to  take  their 
sewage  elsewhere.  We  have  an  evergrowing  population 
which  must  cause  xjollution  to  the  sources  of  supply,  1o 
the  rivers  and  springs  and  wells,  and  we  have  an  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  pure  water. 

312.  Of  course,  in  many  cases  the  dilution  is  great 
that  no  bad  results  are  apparent  or  are  even  likcdy  to 
occur,  and  it  may  well  be  that  in  most  cases  natural 
processes  remove  the  harmful  germs  after  the  sewage  nr 
sewage  effluent  has  been  discharged  into  the  sea  or  river. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  engineer  pure  and  simple  to  say 
whether  a given  effluent  under  given  conditions  is  dange- 
rous to  health  when  discharged.  In  this  we  must  look 
to  the  bacteriologist  and  medical  officer  to  tell  us  whether 
the  danger  does  or  does  not  exist,  whether  the  shell-fish 
are  contaminated  or  are  likely  to  be  contaminated,  and 
whether  the  w’ater  drawn  from  the  river  or  spring  for 
drinking  purposes  is  pure  or  not.  But  where  danger  is 
found  to  exist  there  is  a possible  remedy,  and  that  is 
sterilisation. 


STERILIS.\TION  .4S  A MATTER  OF  POLICY. 

313.  Tltere  is,  however,  another  case  in  which  the 
■engineer  may  be  called  upon  to  decide  whether  it  may  or 
may  not  be  politic  to  sterilise  tlie  sewage.  It  is  only  too 
well  known  that  a river  or  an  oyster  bed  may  be  polluted 
from  causes  quite  outside  the  sewage  works  where  the 
fault  is  attributed  to  the  sewage,  however  unlikely  sewage 
pollution  may  be.  There  are  cases  on  record  where 
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autliorities  have  been  fined  for  such  pollution  where  tin. 
contamination  may  have  been  due  to  other  causes.  In 
such  a case  the  engineer  will  do  well  to  sterilise  all 
effluent  passing  from  his  works,  and  then  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  prove  that  no  effluent  containing  disease  germs, 
issues  from  his  works,  and  this  will  be  better  evidence  in 
a coui’t  of  law  than  the  pious  opinion  of  the  most  eminent 
scientific  witness  to  the  effect  that  the  dilution  ought  to 
have  been  .sufficient  to  remove  all  harmful  germs. 

Sometimes  also  it  will  be  necessarj-  to  prove  to  nervous- 
opposing  authorities  that  a new  system  will  be  quite  safe,, 
and  here  again  sterilisation  may  be  found  useful. 


METHODS  OF  STERILISATION. 

314.  Various  methods  of  sterilisation  have  been  tried, 
but  the  method  which  has  hitherto  proved  to  be  efficient 
and  economical  is  that  of  mixing  a solution  of  hypc.- 
cldorite  with  the  effluent  after  pltration.  Plain  chloride 
of  lime  mixed  with  water  has  been  used  largely,  but  it 
is  231’obfible  that  for  large  works  h}q)ochlorite,  prepared 
by  electrolytic  methods,  will  eventually  be  found  to  be 
tile  most  economical  and  trustworthy  method. 

315.  Early  ex_periments,  as  well  as  those  of  later  date, 
have  been  made  with  crude  sewage,  tank  effluent,  and 
Ijoor  filter  effluent.  These  have  fiailed  for  the  simple 
i-eason  that  the  amount  of  sterilising  agent  required  was 
enormous,  and  then  not  effective  as  a rule.  The  energy 
of  the  sterilising  agent  was  used  up  in  dealing  with  solid 
matters  and  organic  miatters  in  susiDen.sion,  and  bacteria 
contained  in  the  solid  matters  were  not  affected.  Later 
ex^Jeriments,  both  with  water  and  .sewage,  all  point  to 
tlie  fa.ct  that  sterilisation  can  only  be  economioally  and 
satisfactorilj-  accomplished  under  ordinary  conditions 
after  I he  solid  matters  and  organic  matters  in  susi>ension 
have  been  removed  a.s  fiar  as  may  be  possible. 

316.  The  231’OCOss  is  really  so  simjjle  that  it  is  suiqirising 
that  it  is  not  moie  readily  understood.  Having  filtered 
the  sewage  a liquid  I’emains  wliich  is  clear  of  mattei-s  in 
sn.'pensicni,  but  contains  harmful  bacteriia.  If  the  liquid 
is  really  well  filtereil  a very  small  quantity  of  hypo- 
chlorite will  deal  wdth  the  bacteria,  in  some  cases  one 
part  per  million  of  available  chlorine  bias  been  found  to 
suffice,  and  where  the  water  is  really  well  filtered,  say. 
through  sand,  the  quantity  required  is  sometimes  much 
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less.  If,  on  the  other  Imnd,  the  efhiient  contains  organic 
matters  in  suspension,  tlie  quantity  of  chlorine  hias  to  be 
uicrea.s<'Ll  in  proportion. 

517.  It  is  in  the  filtration  and  careful  application  of  the 
sterilising  agent  that  llie  engineer’s  work  lies.  The  ex- 
periments hitherto  have  generally  been  carried  out  by 
chemists  and  scientists  with  very  crude  appliances,  but 
latterly  engineers  have  taken  the  matter  up  and  are  per- 
fecting dosing  apparatus,  electrol^’sers,  and  testing  ar- 
rangements. 

COST  OF  STERILISATION. 

318.  Early  e.xperiments  were  made  with  electrolytic 
hypoclilorite  at  Ouildford  and  Maidenhead  in  this 
country,  while  in  America  experiments  with  chloride  of 
lime  solutions  made  at  Boston,  New  Jersey,  and  Balti- 
more have  proved  after  years  of  careful  exiierimeiital 
work  that  sterilisation  of  ordinary  percolating  filter 
eftlu  nts  can  be  effected  on  a large  scale  satisfactorily  and 
economically. 

319.  Tlie  following  figures  were  given  in  a report  pub- 
lished by  the  iMassachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  The 
cost  jter  million  gallons,  including  maintenance  and 
operation  of  plant,  for  sterilising  sewage  or  sewagc 
etfiuent  with  chloride  of  lime,  based  on  a capacity  of 
5.000.000  gallons  a day,  is  estimated  as  follows  ; — 

ESTIM.VTKS  OF  THF,  COST  OF  iM.VtXTEN.WCE  .\NI)  Ol’Elt.V- 
TIOX  OF  .V  Pevxt  Fon  DISINFECTIXO  SEW.VOE  0I{ 
Effleent  with  Chloride  of  Llmi:,  B.vsed  on  .a 
CU'ACITY  OF  .5.000.000  O.ALLONS  .A  T).\A'. 


Avail- 
able Time  of 
Chi')rine  CoiUact 
in  parts  un 

p“r  liours) 

Million. 

Cost  per  Million  Gallons. 

Storage 

Tanks. 

Other 

Fixed 

Cliarjres. 

Bleach- 

ing 

Powder. 

Tiabour. 

Power. 

Total. 

1 

50 

5d. 

Id. 

1'3 

5d. 

— 

2/2 

2 

2-5 

24d. 

2d. 

2'6 

5d. 

— 

3/3.4 

3 

1-6 

2d. 

21d. 

3/9 

5d. 

Id. 

4/74 

4 

1-2 

Ud. 

31d. 

5/- 

5d. 

1(1. 

5/li 

5 .... 

0 8 

Ud. 

4(1. 

G/3 

5d. 

l.Rl. 

7/3 

10  

05 

Id. 

8d. 

12/6 

7.td. 

3d. 

14/14 

15  

05 

Id. 

1 - 

18/9 

lOd. 

4.R1. 

£1  1 04 

It  sliould  be  borne  in  mind  that  tlie  liigher  figures  de 
not  refer  to  any  ordinary  cflliicnt.  P'rom  the  results 
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•obtained  at  Boston  land  Baltimore,  for  infitance,  it  was 
found  that  tlireo  to  four  jjarts  per  million  of  availabk- 
chlorine  would  successfully  treat  the  effluents  of  pirrco- 
lating  filters  of  a quality  which  cannot  be  considered  first- 
rate.  A better  effluent  would  need  less  chlorine. 

ELECTROLYTIC  HYPOCHLORITE  STERILIhA- 

TTON". 

320.  The  success  (achieved  by  the  American  e.xperi- 
menters  with  plain  chloride  of  lime  and  probably  the 
dilliculty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  machinery  and  jnant, 
have,  in  the  author’s  opinion,  caused  them  to  overlook  the 
advantages  of  electrolytic  treatment.  By  moans  of  an 
electrolyse!’  it  is  jiossible  to  jirepare  a sterilising  agent 
which  possesses  many  advantages,  the  reasons  being  that 
electrically  produced  liyjiochlorites  can  be  more  econo- 
inioally  produced  under  favourable  conditions  than  solu- 
tions of  oheinically’  produced  hypochlorites,  such  as 
bleaching  powder,  and  not  only  is  the  cost  of  production 
and  labour  less,  but  the  resultant  available  chlorine  is 
much  more  efficient  than  the  chlorine  of  the  bleaching 
powder.  This  has  been  carefiilly'  demonstrated  by  the 
highest  (authorities.  Ledboir,  IMessrs.  Cross  and  Bevan, 
the  “ Lancet  ” Commission,  Dr.  Rideal,  Dr.  Alexander, 
of  Poplar,  and  others  have  suiDiiorted  this  fact.  It  should 
be  noted  that  Messrs.  Cross  and  Bevan  determined  that 
the  superior  efficiency  was  as  great  as  two  to  one.  Bleach- 
ing powder  is  subject  to  great  fluctuations  in  price,  and 
though  it  contains  from  33  per  cent,  to  37  per  cent,  ol 
available  chlorine,  this  is  apt  to  be  very  misleading, 
because  the  chemical  rapidly  loses  its  efficiency  when- 
open.  Thus,  it  is  often  necessary  to  deduct  something  like 
from  15  per  cent  to  18  per  cent,  from  the  efficiency  of  the 
available  chlorine  in  the  chemical  at  its  best,  and  when 
actually  used.  Of  course,  loss  of  efficiency  will  in  a great 
measure  depend  upon  the  care  which  is  exercised.  It  will 
be  seen  (also  that  two-thirds  of  the  bleaching  powder 
added  to  the  w-ater  will  be  useless,  and  this  is  apt  to 
accumulate  and,  in  a minor  degree,  it  will  become  a 
nuisance. 


PR.VCTICAL  STERTLTS.VTIOX. 

321.  The  means  adopted  for  sterilisation  are  oxtronielv 
simple.  To  give  an  exanqile:  Sup]iose  a flow  of  100.000 
gallons  a day  has  (o  be  treated  with  two  parts  of  avail- 
able chlorine  per  million.  If  ordinary  commercial  blench- 
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ing  powder  is  used  and  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  loss  of 
etlicienej"  by  exjDosing  it  to  the  air  too  soon,  it  will  possess 
about  33  per  cent,  of  available  chlorine.  Thus,  three 
times  as  much  bleaching  powder  will  have  to  be  used  as  the 
amount  of  available  chlorine  required.  One  hundred 
thousand  gallons  equals  one  million  pounds,  therefore  two 
pounds  of  available  chlorine  will  be  required  and  six 
pounds  of  bleaching  powder.  This  powder  is  then  dis- 
solved in  any  quantity  of  water  that  may  be  convenient 
to  facilitate  the  dosing.  Sujipose,  for  example,  it  is  dis- 
solved and  mixed  with  100  gallons  of  water,  then  one 
gallon  of  solution  must  be  added  to  or  mixed  with  every 
thousand  gallons  of  sewage  effluent.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, the  effluent  passed  through  a tank  of  10,000  gallons 
capacity,  ten  gallons  of  solution  must  flow  into  this  tank 
with  the  sewage.  Short  contact  is  sufficient,  but,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  table  quoted  above,  a longer  period 
of  contact  will  sometimes  reduce  the  quantity  of  sterilis- 
ing agent  required.  It  is  in  the  arrangement  of  this 
dosing  that  the  skill  of  the  engineer  is  required.  It  will 
sometimes  be  best  to  add  the  sterilising  agent  to  the 
effluent  as  it  flow’s  away,  at  other  times  it  may  be  best  to 
provide  sterilising  tanks,  and  so  on. 

322.  The  mixing  of  the  chemical  solution  is  not  a diffi- 
cult matter.  It  is  generally  mixed  in  a small  tank,  and 
further  diluted  and  settled  in  larger  tanks.  With  elec- 
trolytic hypochlorite  the  process  is  equally  simple.  An 
electrolyser,  for  which  electric  pow'er  is,  of  course,  re- 
quired, supplies  a liquid  already  diluted.  There  are 
several  types  of  electrolyser  on  the  market,  but  in  the 
simplest  form  common  salt  is  the  only  chemical  required, 
and  where  sea  water  is  available  this  can  be  used  instead 
of  the  sodium  chloride  solution.  In  the  electrolyser  an 
electric  current  passes  through  the  solution  of  salt  and 
water,  with  the  result  that  the  chemical  constituents  are 
divided  and  recombined,  so  as  to  form  a hypochlorite  of 
greater  efficiency  than  the  chemical  hypochlorite. 


TESTING. 

323.  In  both  cases  it  is  a very  simple  matter,  and  quite 
within  the  power  of  an  intelligent  works  manager  to  k>st 
the  effluent.  A simple  colour  test  is  employed,  whereby 
all  that  the  manager  has  to  do  is  lo  add  a chemical  to  a 
sample  of  effluent.  If  the  effluent  contains  an  excess  of 
chlorine  the  harmful  germs  will  have  been  destroyed,  an  l 
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the  colour  of  the  sample  will  be  violet.  If  the  violet 
colour  does  not  appear  it  shows  that  a larger  dose  of 
sterilising  agent  is  required.  If  the  colour  is  too  deep 
then  the  dose  may  be  diminished. 

324.  While  the  author  does  not  suggest  that  sterilisa- 
tion of  sewage  effluents  is  generally  de.-irable  or  necessary, 
he  does  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  process  is  available 
wherever  required,  and  that  in  some  cases  it  is  necessary, 
and  if  adopted  would  save  much  public  money  and  pos- 
sibly much  disease. 


addendtm. 


SEWAGE  LIFTING. 

K difficulty  witih  pueuirmtic  ejectore  has  been  the  deal- 
incr  with  tlie  niglit  aow.  It  has  been  necessary  eiGier  to 
keep  the  oompneissons  at  work  all  niglit  or  to  aAow  tUe 
sewage  to  lie  in  the  sewens.  On  the  Coombs  system  how- 
ever sufficient  compressed  air  can  be  stored  to  deal  ^^Ih 
the  night  flow  without  wchkiing  the  air  compress^,  buch 
an  araianigemeiit.  has  been  inistalled  at  Hungerxord. 

The  Coombs  Pneumatic  recompnessing  system  is  a balf- 
wav  sTisitem  betwen  the  Stoi-e  and  the  Leernnr.  In  tins 
system  the  seiwage  is  sucked  in  (thus  the  ejectons  can  be 
a'lTaniged  above  the  sewers)  by  aiiaatial  vacuum  produced 
bv  the  compuessor,  and  is  farced  out  hy  comj) nested  aii. 
Tire  compnassed  aii-,  after  disehai-gdng  the  ejector,  expands 
into  the  compres'sed  cylindea*. 

The  compressed  air  working  expansively  is  therefwe 
much  move  economically  used  than  in  the  ordinary  |ineu- 
matic  ejector,  where  it  exlm lists  direct  into  the  auno- 
s]ihe'De 
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